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STATE SERVICE PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 
Worthy California Knights,  
 
I am honored to have been asked by Brother Noel Panlilio to serve as the California State Service Programs Director 
for the 2021-2022 Columbian Year.  I hope each of you, whether returning to a position you have been holding or as 
a new member of our team, is equally honored to serve the California State Council.  Together, as we emerge from 
this global pandemic, WE SHALL RISE AGAIN!  As the State Council, as Knights, as Catholics and as men, we shall rise 
again!   
 
As I write this, it seems that our year of restrictions on worship, gathering and even helping our friends, family and 
community is on the verge of ending.   We shall rise to meet the new challenges and get back to the fun of being 
Knights of Columbus.  I see a time on the horizon where we can jump back into our Programs mindset of doing 
things for others.   
 
What better way to follow the Holy Father’s launch of the “Year of the Family” than by participating in the Faith in 
Action programs laid out by the Supreme Council and as detailed here in the Program Activities Handbook.  Each of 
the four Program Activities areas, Faith, Family, Community and Life, offer many suggestions to celebrate, support 
and strengthen the family unit.  In the Faith Program area, we grow our spiritual family with prayer and devotion 
with the RSVP and Into the Breach activities. In Family Activities, we grow our personal families with prayer and 
respect.  In Community Activities, we grow and strengthen our Council families, our Parish families, and our 
community families by reaching out to all people in need.  Helping through disaster, personal struggles, or being role 
models to our youth communities.  And through our Live Activities Programs, we aid and support the most 
vulnerable, the families yet to be!   
 
Last year, the Program Activities Team created an initiative called the "Program of the Month".  This initiative 
encouraged all councils to participate in monthly designated programs to help focus Councils and members on the 
many Faith in Action Programs.  We will continue the “Program of the Month” this year, each month focusing on an 
appropriate activity each month based on both the liturgical calendar and our own calendar of events.  By using this 
focus and wearing our Knights of Columbus name badges, we shall rise again.  With this visibility, we will strengthen 
our Councils and increase our membership.  I honestly believe that happy, smiling Knights, working together, 
encourage other Catholic men to want to join. 
 
The Supreme Council has removed the “required programs activities” for the Star Council Award.  Each Program 
Activities category continues to have four featured programs (listed in blue) which will count as two credits towards 
the 16 credits needed to achieve the Columbian award.  
 
Finally, remember our commitment to our youth and study and comply with the requirements of the Knights of 
Columbus Safe Environment program.  There are council officer and director positions that must complete safe 
environment training, some also require a background check.  These trainings are all online and haven’t we had a 
year to perfect working online?  If we rally together, we shall rise again! 
 
Fraternally,  
 
James Hart 
State Program Director 2021-2022 
661-878-2183 
programs@californiaknights.org 

mailto:programs@californiaknights.org
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ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAM CHAIRMEN  
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
DIRECTOR: James Hart:  661-878-2183; programs@californiaknights.org 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (N): Alexei Lukban: 415-439-3041; alexeilukban@yahoo.com 
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (S): Jacob S. Billeter: 626-241-4695; jakeb_04@hotmail.com 
 
SAFE ENVIORNMENT 
Chairman: Joseph L. Galbraith: 818-317-5787; j2gal2000@yahoo.com 
Committeeman: Alex Quadra; 818-624-4684; a.e.quadra@att.net 
 
AWARDS AND REPORTS:   
Chairman: Larry J. Mastin: 707-592-9107; raider1fan@yahoo.com 
Committeeman: Hector C. Poblete: 707-853-6629; hectortheresa@gmail.com 
 
FAITH ACTIVITES:   
Chairman: George A. Bagley: 707-372-4913; vacahockeyman@gmail.com 
Spiritual Reflection: Chairman: Ross Willour, PSD: 760-318-3622; rwill6462@aol.com 
Spiritual Reflection: Committeeman: Timothy Crews; 408-802-8324; crewstj@att.net 
Spiritual Reflection: Committeeman: Dwight Wilson; 559-762-8478; jayvalleyview@gmail.com 
Perpetual Adoration: Chairman Steve J. Lovison: 714-943-1038; lovison@adorationservants.org  
RSVP: Chairman Rod M. Olguin: 559-681-2630; sirknightrodolguin@aol.com 
Sacramental Gifts: Chairman George A. Bagley: 707-372-4913; vacahockeyman@gmail.com 
Priest and Religious Dinner: Richard S. Jarrett, Committeeman: 925-964-9675; ricjarrett@comcast.net 
Simple Supper: Chairman Dennis P. Valerio: 510-499-7961; dennis.valerio@comcast.net 
Stations of the Cross: Chairman Dennis P. Valerio: 510-499-7961; dennis.valerio@comcast.net 
Vocation Awareness: Chairman – North Richard S. Jarrett: 925-964-9675; ricjarrett@comcast.net 
Vocation Awareness: Chairman – Central Rod M. Olguin: 559-681-2630; sirknightrodolguin@aol.com  
Vocation Awareness: Chairman – South M. David Ramos: 909-268-6020; mdavidramos1@yahoo.com  
Family Rosary Program: Chairman Jorge Ortiz: 661-414-6025; jorhey@msn.com 
Days/Year of Prayer: Chairman James L. Aitchison: 626-627-1318; james@aitchison.us  
Holy Hour: Chairman Steve J. Lovison: 714-943-1038; lovison@adorationservants.org  
Building the Domestic  
Church Kiosk: Chairman Elbert D. Holmes Jr.: 530-751-2625; elbertholmes49@gmail.com 
Father McGivney Guild: Chairman George H. Frates III: 831-899-2619; 2cd.marshall2@gmail.com  
Mexican Martyrs’ Award: Chairman Stephen Bolton PSD: 714-222-6880; ipsd@californiaknights.org 
Father Juan Perez Award: Chairman Stephen Bolton PSD: 714-222-6880; ipsd@californiaknights.org 
Into the Breach: Chairman (N) Anthony Ransick: 661-742-8261; aransick@gmail.com 
Into the Breach: Co-Chairman (S) James Larson: 213-422-4834; state.advocate@californiaknights.org 
Marian Prayer Program: Chairman Gerald R. Fong: 916-689-9418; jerryfong@comcast.net 
Faith and Light: Chairman Michael D. Brault: 619-548-3190; mbrault54@gmail.com  
Prayers in the Pew: Co- Chairman James L. Aitchison: 626-627-1318; james@aitchison.us  
Prayers in the Pew: Co- Chairman Anthony DeBellis: 760-635-1122 
Blessed Michael McGivney Prayer Hour: Chairman George A. Bagley: 707-372-4913; 
vacahockeyman@gmail.com 

mailto:jdbertrand@san.rr.com
mailto:alexeilukban@yahoo.com
mailto:jakeb_04@hotmail.com
mailto:j2gal2000@yahoo.com
mailto:a.e.quadra@att.net
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mailto:rwill6462@aol.com
mailto:crewstj@att.net
mailto:jayvalleyview@gmail.com
mailto:lovison@adorationservents.org
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mailto:dennis.valerio@comcast.net
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FAMILY ACTIVITIES: 
Chairman: Romeo Cabrera: 510-589-1561; relc1111@gmail.com 
Family Fully Alive: Chairman Larry J. Mastin: 707-592-9107; raider1fan@yahoo.com 
Consecration to the Holy Family: Chairman J.C. Greco: 916-769-6414; jcgreco@comcast.net  
KCIC: Chairman David P. Waage: 805-588-8124; davidwaage@rocketmail.com 
KCIC Christmas Card Sales: Chairman Stephen M. Sykes: 951-232-4610; steves@wcsdist.com 
KCIC Poster: Chairman David P. Waage: 805-588-8124; davidwaage@rocketmail.com  
Family of the Month/Year: Chairman Larry J. Mastin: 707-592-9107; raider1fan@yahoo.com 
Family Week: Chairman Larry J. Mastin: 707-592-9107; raider1fan@yahoo.com 
Food for Families: Chairman Jacob S. Billeter: 626-241-4695; jakeb_04@hotmail.com 
Food for Families: Committeeman Carlos I. Cuellar: 619-670-6121; Cicuellar@sbcglobal.net 
Youth Support & Recognition: Chairman George F. Eilhardt: 916-987-7367; gfeilhardt@gmail.com 
Scholarships: Chairman Nicholas R. Vilicich: 310-874-5985; nicholas_vilicich@yahoo.com  
Educational Program: Chairman George F. Eilhardt: 916-987-7367; gfeilhardt@gmail.com 
World Marriage Day: Romeo Cabrera: 510-589-1561; relc1111@gmail.com 
Family Prayer Night: Chairman Dennis P. Valerio: 510-499-7961; dennis.valerio@comcast.net 
Good Friday Family Promotion: Chairman William J. Uberti: 858-842-4000; cdrbilluscg@earthlink.net 
At Risk Youth Outreach: Alexei Lukban: 415-439-3041; alexeilukban@yahoo.com 
Widows/Widowers Outreach: Rene & Carla Trevino: 909-434-0460; state.secretary@californiaknights.org 
 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES:  
Chairman: Matthew P. Troiano: 925-493-1137; matt_troiano2001@yahoo.com  
Council Newsletter: Chairman Thomas H. Quintana: 626-863-7061; skthomasquintana@gmail.com  
Website: Chairman Thomas H. Quintana: 626-863-7961; skthomasquintana@gmail.com 
Yearbook: Chairman James Hart:  661-878-2183; jimhart63@yahoo.com 
Catholic Citizenship Essay: Chairman Claire E. Tyron: 925-673-8564; greyeototo@gmail.com 
Youth – Poster: Chairman David P. Waage: 805-588-8124; davidwaage@rocketmail.com  
Disaster Response: Chairman Joseph L. Galbraith: 818-317-5787; j2gal2000@yahoo.com 
Global Wheelchair Mission: Chairman Louis M. Salvatore: 707-301-0332; loukofc76@juno.com 
Global Wheelchair Mission: Committeeman Michael Ohler: 805-231-0677; pgkbulldogg@aol.com 
Global Wheelchair Mission: Committeeman Robert A. Rubio: 310-344-1590; robertarubio@ca.rr.com 
Global Wheelchair Mission: Committeeman Edward Castillo: 805-207-7003; edwardmcastillo@verizon.net 
Global Wheelchair Mission: Consultant Christopher J. Lewis: 805-205-0069; clewis@amwheelchair.org 
Global Wheelchair Mission: Consultant Daniel L. Moberg: 208-457-0745; dmoberg@amwheelchair.org 
Habitat for Humanity: Chairman Shane Clark: 916-724-9354; montanaclark@gmail.com 
Veterans Assist: Chairman Mark R. Malebranche: 619-838-7218; mmalebr1@san.rr.com  
Veterans Assist: Consultant Carlos I. Cuellar: 619-607-6121; cicuellar@sbcglobal.net 
Veterans Assist: Committeeman Elpidio Andrion: 562-883-2587; eandrion@hotmail.com 
Helping Hands: Chairman F. Roark Galloway; 760-803-4921; frgalloway120@gmail.com 
Basketball Challenge: Chairman Roman R. Bejarano: 559-286-5675; skrb@sbcglobal.net 
Basketball Challenge: Committeeman (N) Percy G. Park: 916-936-6145; dbk576@aol.com 
Soccer Challenge: Chairman Percy G. Park: 916-936-6145; dbk576@aol.com 
Coats for Kids: Chairman Luigi V. Zoni,: 619-980-3313; luigizoni@aol.com 
Coats for Kids: Committeeman Elpidio Q. Andrion: 562-883-2587; eandrion@hotmail.com 
Leave No Neighbor Behind: Chairman Joseph Hill: 559-355-1897; sirknightjhill@gmail.com 
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LIFE ACTIVITIES: 
Chairman: Dale E. Pittman: 626-864-1356; kofc.skdalep@gmail.com 
Life Asst.: Chairman Michael D. Brault: 619-548-3190; mbrault54@gmail.com  
Life Asst.: Consultant Mike Manhardt: 310-916-7533; mikemanhardt@gmail.com 
Pro-Life A.C.E. Wings: Chairman Jeffrey S. Patino: 650-738-1065; jspatino@comcast.net 
Wellness: Chairman Edward P. Huestis, PSD: 707-452-8636; ed.huestis@californiaknights.org 
Wellness: Committeeman Ruben Soria Jr.: 818-456-8868; ruben.community.wellness@gmail.com 
March for Life: Committeeman Ferdinand “Bud” Feria: 415-420-5112; budzilla885@gmail.com 
March for Life: Committeeman Mike Stauffer: 310-916-8414; cpamls@aol.com 
March for Life: Committeeman Richard B. Marciniak: 818-635-9146; marciniakrb@gmail.com 
West Coast Walk for Life SF: Chairman Ferdinand “Bud” Feria: 415-420-5112; budzilla885@gmail.com 
One Life LA: Chairman Mike Stauffer: 310-916-8414; cpamls@aol.com 
One Life LA: Asst. Chairman Dale E. Pittman: 626-864-1356; kofc.skdalep@gmail.com 
One Life LA: Committeeman Robert A. Rubio: 310-344-1590; robertarubio@ca.rr.com 
Walk for Life San Diego: Chairman Michael D. Brault: 619-548-3190; mbrault54@gmail.com  
Ultrasound: Chairman David E. Cortens: 949-554-5120; dcortens.new@gmail.com 
Ultrasound: Co-Chairman North George H. Brown III; gb3mjb@att.net 
Ultrasound: Committeeman Thomas R. Rudkins: 310-570-6024; thomas@optionsunited.com 
Ultrasound: Committeeman Oscar Martinez: 408-592-8244; greenscene@mac.com 
Abortion Pill Reversal: Chairman David E. Cortens: 949-554-5120; dcortens.new@gmail.com 
Abortion Pill Reversal: Co-Chairman George H. Brown III; gb3mjb@att.net 
Abortion Pill Reversal: Committeeman Thomas R. Rudkins: 310-570-6024; thomas@optionsunited.com 
Abortion Pill Reversal: Committeeman Paddy James Baggot MD: 818-448-0213; pjbaggot@hotmail.com 
Abortion Pill Reversal: Committeeman Daniel W Loyer: ; dwloyer@gmail.com 
Pregnancy Center: Chairman David E. Cortens: 949-554-5120; dcortens.new@gmail.com  
Pregnancy Center: Co-Chairman North George H. Brown III; gb3mjb@att.net 
Pregnancy Center: Committeeman Thomas R. Rudkins: 310-570-6024; thomas@optionsunited.com  
Pregnancy Center: Committeeman Dan Loyer: 949-412-4088; dwloyer@gmail.com 
Pregnancy Center: Committeeman Richard B. Marciniak: 818-635-9146; marciniakrb@gmail.com 
Novena for Life: Co-Chairman Dcn Bernard Liwanag: dcnbernard@holyspiritfremont.org 
Novena for Life: Co-Chairman Dcn Arsenio Reyes: deacon@saintannecatholic.org 
Christian Refugee Relief: Chairman Kamal Y. Alsawaf: 619-938-2046; kalelectric@cox.net 
Silver Rose: Chairman Gerald R. Fong: 916-689-9418; jerryfong@comcast.net 
I.D. Drive: Chairman Raymond F. Warriner, PSD: 562-926-5538; id.drive@californiaknights.org  
I.D. Drive: Committeeman (N) Dave Abbott: 530-891-1491; dave.abbott.psd@californiaknights.org 
Special Olympics: Chairman Charles A. Beltz: 530-301-4803; nhlfan@syix.com  
Special Olympics: Committeeman - North Dominick J. Amadeo: 707-448-7229; dominick54@comcast.net  
Special Olympics: Committeeman - North William J. Barbanica: 925-783-5977; billbarbanica@gmail.com  
Special Olympics: Committeeman - North Percy Park: 916-983-3368; dbk576@aol.com 
Special Olympics: Committeeman - North Tenari K. Tuatagaloa: 707-301-8106; tenari64@yahoo.com  
Special Olympics: Committeeman - North Thomas S. Gall: 408-483-7743; tgall39@yahoo.com  
Special Olympics: Committeeman - North Patrick G. Jalbert: 510-367-4595; venture001@aol.com 
Special Olympics: Committeeman - Central Michael A. Armstrong: 408-464-7651; mapah8att@gmail.com 
Special Olympics: Committeeman - Central Mario Madril: sirknightmadril@gmail.com 
Special Olympics: Committeeman - South Nick A. Ewell: 909-441-9526; nicholasewell@gmail.com 
Special Olympics: Committeeman - South Tom Davis: 619-929-9964; tomd68@gmail.com  
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Special Olympics: Committeeman - South Andy B. Sison: 630-841-8930; laxinord@hotmail.com 
Special Olympics: Consultant - South Steve Bolton PSD: 714-222-6880; ipsd@californiaknights.org 
Special Olympics: Committeeman - South Larry M. Dietz: 714-909-6711; ldietz831@gmail.com 
Mass for People with Special Needs: Chairman Dennis J. LaFlam: 510-477-9433; djlaflam@sbcglobal.net 
End Human Trafficking: Chairman Richard B. Marciniack: 818-635-9146; marciniakrb@gmail.com  
End Human Trafficking: Committeeman Mark E. Padilla: 323-742-2990; markedpadilla@gmail.com  
End Human Trafficking: Consultant Mike Manhardt: 310-916-7533; mikemanhardt@gmail.com 
Foster Care & Rancho San Antonio: Chairman Richard B. Marciniack: 818-635-9146; 
marciniakrb@gmail.com 
Life Legislative Advocacy: Chairman Richard B. Marciniak: 818-635-9146; marciniakrb@gmail.com 
Life Legislative Advocacy: Committeeman Bob Kalowes: ; bobkalowes@hotmail.com 
CRH Advocacy: Chairman James Hart: 661-878-2183; programs@californiaknights.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:laxinord@hotmail.com
mailto:ipsd@californiaknights.org
mailto:ldietz831@gmail.com
mailto:djlaflam@sbcglobal.net
mailto:marciniakr@aol.com
mailto:markedpadilla@gmail.com
mailto:mikemanhardt@gmail.com
mailto:marciniakrb@gmail.com
mailto:marciniakrb@gmail.com
mailto:bobkalowes@hotmail.com
mailto:programs@californiaknights.org
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STAR COUNCIL AND STAR DISTRICT AWARD RULES  
 

1. Earn the Fr. McGivney Award – 5% Net increase in in council membership.  
2. Earn the Founder’s Award - Your council must host and adequately promote two approved Fraternal Benefit 

Seminars, in conjunction with your General Agent or Field Agent. 
3. Earn the Columbian Award - Your council must conduct and report programs in each of the four program 

categories (Faith, Family, Community, and Life) for a total of 16 program credits, with four in each category.  
There are no longer any “required programs”.  You earn 2 credits on the SP7 if you meet the minimum 
requirements of a featured program.  There are 16 featured programs: four per activity category. 

4. Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#1728) – Complete and submit in a timely fashion. 
5. Service Program Personnel Report (#365) - Complete and submit in a timely fashion. 
6. Safe Environment Compliant – Grand Knight, Program Director, Family Director and Community Director must 

complete the Safe Environment Training.  Family and Community Directors also need background check.   
 

SUPREME FEATURED SERVICE PROGRAMS 
 

This year we no longer need “required programs” to qualify for star council.  We currently have sixteen 
“Featured Programs”, four in each Program Category, providing councils with two ways to qualify for the 
Columbian Award.  Traditionally a council needs to sponsor four programs in each of the four Service 
Program categories (Faith, Community, Family, Life Activities) and reports them on the Columbian Award 
Application (No. SP-7), which is due by June 30. 
 
The second way to qualify is to sponsor one or more of the sixteen “Featured Programs,” and receive two 
credits towards meeting the minimum participation criteria for that program. A council does not need to 
conduct all sixteen. For example, if a council participates in RSVP and sponsors Coats for Kids distribution 
with a minimum of eight cases of coats given away, they have met two of four needed credits needed in 
each the Faith and Community categories. 
 
To qualify for the Columbian Award, they would report these programs on the Columbian Award 
application.  The sixteen “Featured Programs,” and the minimum participation criteria for each, are as 
follows: 
  
Faith Programs: 
RSVP - Qualify for and receive the refund for supporting at least one seminarian or postulant. 
Holy Hour – Organize hour of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament.  
Spiritual Reflection – Organize a spiritual retreat for the council members and family.   
Into the Breach – Organize an Into the Breach men’s study group.   
 
Family Programs: 
Food for Families - Council provides 100 man-hours of service and collects at least 1,000 pounds of food to 
be given to a parish food pantry or community food bank. 
Family of the Month/Year – Promote a family from your council each month as the family of the month.  
Family Fully Alive – Councils are required to distribute and promote the Family Fully Alive booklets.   
Family Prayer Night – Organize a family night of prayer.  
 

https://www.californiaknights.org/faith-programs/
https://www.californiaknights.org/faith-programs/
https://www.californiaknights.org/faith-programs/vocationsrsvp/
https://www.californiaknights.org/family-programs/
https://www.californiaknights.org/family-programs/food-for-families/
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Life (Culture of Life) Programs: 
March for Life - Council organizes parish and community participation to provide at least 100 marchers for 
a local, regional or national walk. 
Ultrasound - Council raises at least half the funds for purchase of ultrasound equipment for a pregnancy 
care center (Balance comes from Supreme Council) 
Special Olympics - Contribute at least 200 man-hours of service to state/local Special Olympics activities; 
donate at least $2,000 for Special Olympics. 
Pregnancy Center Support - Partner with qualified pregnancy centers to raise money for the procurement of an 
ultrasound machine. 

 
Community Programs: 
Coats for Kids - Council purchases at least 8 cases of warm winter coats through Coats for Kids to give to 
needy kids. 
Global Wheelchair Mission - Council raises the funds for 100 wheelchairs at $150 – distributed by 
American Wheelchair Mission. 
Habitat for Humanity - Council sponsors at least one Habitat project providing a minimum of 200 man-
hours of service and donates at least $1000 to Habitat. 
Leave No Neighbor Behind – Fundraise for a local food bank or directly assist a shelter-in-place person in need. 

Report your activities with the Leave No Neighbor Behind survey at www.kofc.org/neighbor.  
 

State Goals for Specific Featured Programs For 2021-2022 
FAITH  
REFUND SUPPORT VOCATIONS PROGRAM (RSVP)  
Every active council to support at least one Seminarian or member of a religious order.  

 
FAMILY  
FOOD FOR FAMILIES  
Every active council to collect and deliver can goods for a food pantry during the Christmas season.  

 
COMMUNITY  
COATS FOR KIDS  
Every active chapter to have one major Coats for Kids event with all councils invited with the coats to be distributed with 
coordination from local Archdiocese.  
GLOBAL WHEELCHAIR MISSION  
Every active council involved with the wheelchair fundraiser with a minimum purchase of two wheelchairs ($300).  
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY  
North, Central and South California regions to each participate in a major build with coordination between Chapters 
with all councils invited.  
 

LIFE  
SPECIAL OLYMPICS  
Every active council to participate in The Feed the Athlete initiative with a $300 donation.  
MARCH FOR LIFE  
Each active council to participate in one of the three major marches for life in the State.  
ULTRASOUND  
Every chapter to sponsor an ultrasound for a qualifying pregnancy center.  

https://www.californiaknights.org/culture-of-life/
https://www.californiaknights.org/culture-of-life/walk-for-life/
https://www.californiaknights.org/culture-of-life/pro-life/
https://www.californiaknights.org/special-olympics/
https://www.californiaknights.org/community-programs/
https://www.californiaknights.org/community-programs/coats-for-kids/
https://www.californiaknights.org/community-programs/global-wheelchair-mission-program/
https://www.californiaknights.org/community-programs/habitat-for-humanity/
http://www.kofc.org/neighbor
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SAFE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM 
 
Under Faith in Action, certain state and council officers/chairmen are required to take safe environment training and 
may also be required to provide authorization for a background check. Some positions also have access to 
Praesidium’s ARMATUS Administration dashboard to view member compliance within their council or jurisdiction.  
 
Click here to take your safe environment training.  
 
Safe Environment Program Training and Background Check Requirements – Table 1 
 

Roles Training Required Background Check Required 

 State Deputy Yes  

 State Advocate Yes  

 State Program Director Yes  

 State Youth Director Yes Yes 

 State Family Director Yes Yes 

 State Community Director Yes Yes 

 State Squire Chairman Yes Yes 

Subordinate Council 

 Grand Knight Yes  

 Faithful Navigator Yes  

 Program Director Yes  

 Family Director Yes Yes 

 Community Director Yes Yes 

 Chief Counsellor Yes Yes 

 Adult Counselor Yes Yes 

 

If members in certain positions are not compliant within thirty (30) days of notification, they are subject to 
removal from those positions.   
 

As the Service Program Personnel Report (#365)1 is being completed, ensure that all member email 
addresses are accurate. Praesidium, the Knights of Columbus’ safe environment partner, will use these 
email addresses to send email notifications to the program directors and chairs required to complete safe 
environment training and to provide authorization for a background check. Directors and chairs should 
look for email notifications from Praesidium in their inbox or spam folder for their assigned username and 
password to complete the required training and the link necessary to provide their background check 
authorization. Knights of Columbus covers all costs associated with these requirements.  
 
Email notifications are unique to each recipient and cannot be forwarded or used by another director or chair and 
are also time sensitive. The recipient must complete the training and background check authorization within thirty 
(30) days of notification. 
 
Joseph Galbraith, Chairman    
(818) 317-5787 
j2gal2000@yahoo.com 

 
1 Service Program Personnel Report #365 Due August 1 

https://www.kofc.org/en/members/programs/youth-activities/safe-environment-program.html
mailto:j2gal2000@yahoo.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/service_personnel365_p.pdf
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FAITH PROGRAMS CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
 

 
St. Paul says in Hebrews “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do 
not see” As Catholic men and especially as Brother knights, we confidently hope for and truly believe that 
Our Lord Jesus has left for us a safe pathway to heaven. 
 
Pope Francis encouraged us to reach out from the Church to our family, and community and be the 
“evangelizers”. Our priests and religious cannot do it on their own. Helping Father! That is what we as 
Knights do best. It had been said that “Knights are the strong right arm of the Church.” 
 
All of the traditional and unique programs listed in the Faith Programs section of this handbook are 
designed to assist your Council in helping Father to lead souls to heaven. They were prepared by Brother 
Knights who are committed to enhancing and deepening the existing faith of your council brothers, 
families and parishioners. 
 
This year we have added 3 new Faith Programs. The Father McGivney Holy Hour. It consists of a Rosary 
and a Litany to Blessed Father McGivney. It is a wonderful way to pray for and promote his Canonization to 
Sainthood. Secondly is Eucharistic Perpetual Adoration. Past Supreme Knight Carl Anderson said, “When 
we Knights become champions of Eucharistic Adoration all heaven will rejoice”. Finally. Simple supper/ 
Stations of the Cross. This a Lenten meal followed the Stations. 
 
Council leaders, go and visit the Pastor(s) in your area and ask him, “What can we do to help you with faith 
activities?” Most likely there is a program listed here that will help Father and the many ministries broaden 
their outreach in the Parish and even the Community. 
 
Finally, you should be encouraged to submit these programs. The dedicated Brothers Knights that chair 
these programs are there for you. Contact them for needed and sound advice. They will guide you in 
achieving a successful outcome. 
 
So please, have faith in what you can achieve and as St. Padre Pio said “Pray, Hope and don’t worry “. 
 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brother George Bagley 
(707) 372-4913 
Vacahockeyman@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:Vacahockeyman@gmail.com
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FAITH PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
SPIRITUAL REFLECTION 
 

State Council sponsored Spiritual Retreats are held annually during Lent.  
 
All State Officers, PSDs, Chapter Officers, State Committeemen, District Deputies, 
Council Officers, Sir Knights and ALL BROTHERS are invited and urged to attend one of 
the three State Council retreats listed below. As a Knight of Columbus, you should take 
some time out to attend. Here are the reasons why:  
 
 

• To break your "routine" and to relax your body and mind. 

• To spend a Lenten weekend away from your cares and frustrations. 

• To spend some silent time to hear the Voice of God. 

• To discover the "important" things and to re-examine the priorities in your life.  

• To pray for your family, friends and for yourself.  

• To pray for the Knights of Columbus, our brothers and for the success of our programs.  
 
The State Council retreats are designed to offer you the opportunity to take out a new lease on life, to concentrate 
on what is important and to get a much-needed rest during a very special weekend. After that you'll be able to 
return to your home and family with a freshened mind and body. Think about it, put the retreat on your calendar 
and don't let anything interfere with your plans to attend a wonderful religious experience with your Brother 
Knights.  
 
All Knights in leadership positions are urged to attend a State Council retreat. Please keep a record of this 
attendance to report it as part of your council's Church Activities Program. If your council participates in an annual 
retreat at another time, or if your members now attend a regular scheduled retreat with their own parish group, 
keep a record of that attendance and include it in your annual report. Each Council should have at least one 
representative at a State Council retreat.  
 
Councils should consider offering financial assistance to any Brother who wishes to attend a retreat but is unable to 
afford the registration fee. Some of the retreat centers can also help. Contact the Retreat Center, or the K of C 
coordinator, for additional details. 
 
Ross W. Willour, Chairman Timothy J. Crews, Committeeman Dwight J. Wilson, Committeeman 
(760) 318-3622 
Rwill6462@aol.com  

(408) 802-8324 
crewstj@att.net  

(559) 762-8478 
jayvalleyview@gmail.com  

 
 

COUPLES RETREATS 
The Knights of Columbus Couples Retreats are a positive and personal experience for a couple, which offers them a 
technique of loving communication that they can use for the rest of their lives. It’s an opportunity to look deeply 
into their relationship with each other and with God. It’s a time to share their feelings, their hopes, fears, 
frustrations. 
 
The couples’ retreats are for any couple who wants to enrich their marriage. The weekend is designed to expand and 
deepen the joys a couple shares together whether they’ve been married for a short time or for many years. 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter is also for priests and religious who want to revitalize their relationship with the 
people of God and develop an even deeper appreciation for their own vocation.  
 

mailto:Rwill6462@aol.com
mailto:crewstj@att.net
mailto:jayvalleyview@gmail.com
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The principles of love, commitment and effective communication translate quite readily to the relationship between 
a priest and his parish or any group to whom he ministers as well as to a religious community. Priests who have 
made an Encounter weekend call the experience “life enhancing.”  
 
An atmosphere is created on the weekend in which the couple can concentrate exclusively on one another. A series 
of talks are given by a team of trained couples and a priest. The talks give a husband and wife the opportunity to 
look at themselves as individuals and to look at their relationship with each other, with God, and with others. 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter starts with the love you have for your spouse and helps you to build, expand, and 
deepen that relationship. The Weekend shows you the way to do this and provides you with the means – the rest is 
up to you!  
 
The couples retreat encounter emphasizes communication between husband and wife through a weekend 
experience, which is free of the everyday distractions and tensions. You concentrate on your spouse to such an 
extent that you are hardly aware of the other couples who are on the weekend. The presentations are given to the 
group as a whole. After each presentation, the husband and wife have time in the privacy of their own room for 
their own personal sharing using the communication technique they are learning on the weekend. There is no group 
discussion.  
 
The fundamental difference between marriages that are good, average, or poor is the level of communication 
between husband and wife. For those with good communication, it’s a chance to deepen it, and for those whose 
communication has faded, it’s a chance to begin again. In all marriages, there are times when we take each other 
and our relationship for granted.  
 
The Weekend presents each couple with the opportunity to stop and take a fresh look at their relationship, 
marriage, and priorities. Couples learn a communication technique which allows and encourages them to explore 
the important areas of their life together in a spirit of love and understanding. The Weekend Experience offers every 
couple the insights, the tools, and the confidence to enrich their marriage and to strengthen their love for one 
another. For many couples, “Their Weekend” is one the most significant experiences of their lives.  
 
To find a location and set a date or for more information go to www.wwme.org. 
 
For more information refer to the 
Spiritual Reflection Program Chairman 
 

YOUNG ADULT RETREATS 
A young adult program is important to our growth as brothers.  A young adult retreat will empower young people to 
live s disciples of Jesus Christ in our world today, draw them to responsible participation in the life, mission and work 
of the Catholic faith community, and foster the total personal and spiritual growth of each young person.   
 
Volunteering in youth ministry is incredibly rewarding and life-giving.  Volunteer tasks can range from picking up 
pizzas, opening doors with a smile, giving talks, leading small group discussions, chaperoning for rallies and retreats, 
and anything in between – wherever your God-given gifts and talents lie and whatever you are comfortable doing.  
Our ministry simply cannot function without volunteers.  All we ask is for a commitment to the youth of our future.  
 
To assure protection for both youth and adults, it is important that all volunteers complete the Safe Environment 
Program found on Page 10.  
 
For more information refer to the   
Spiritual Reflection Program Chairman   
 

http://www.wwme.org/
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PERPETUAL EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Past Supreme Knight Carl Anderson has stated the example & advice of St Mother Teresa should be imitated & followed 
by the Knights.  
  
Mother Teresa said her order grew when she and all her nuns made a holy hour of Eucharistic Adoration every day 
instead of once a week. So will the Knights grow in membership and holiness when we make Eucharistic Adoration on 
the forefront of our lives.  
  
Carl Anderson stated: “Although the world praised Mother Teresa for feeding the poor and bandaging the sick, secular 
media often ignored the only part of her day that was absolutely consistent and, in her view, vital—the hour shed 
spent, every single day, in Eucharistic Adoration.” 
  
Carl Anderson has made it clear that the goals of St John Paul II should be made reality.  St John Paul II called for “the 
establishment of perpetual Eucharistic Adoration in all parishes and Christian communities throughout the world.”  He 
also stated: “We Knights are providentially positioned to take up the challenge of a leadership role in the renewal of 
parish life . . .we must reach out into more parishes with an active presence.” 
  
Mother Teresa declared that "if every parish in the United States offered three hours of Eucharistic Adoration each 
day, abortion would end." 
  
When we Knights become champions of Eucharistic Adoration, all heaven will rejoice. 
  
There are many ways and levels to do this.  If causing heaven to rejoice interests you and your Council, let’s talk about it. 
www.ocadoration.org/knights 
 
Chairman Steve Lovison 
(714) 943-1038 
lovison@adorationservents.org 
 
 

RSVP 
Through the Knights of Columbus Refund Support Vocations Program (RSVP), councils, assemblies and youth 
programs “adopt” one or more seminarians or postulants and provide them with financial assistance and moral 
support. RSVP money is used by seminarians and those in religious formation for Tuition and books, Car Insurance, 
Travel Expenses, Emergency expenditures and other living expenses. Supreme will reimburse you $100.00 per 
$500.00 contributed. See state website for more details2. 
 
Rod M. Olguin, Chairman 
(559) 681-2630 
sirknightodolguin@aol.com  
 
 

ADOPT A SEMINARIAN 
The purpose of this initiative is to encourage classes in Catholic Schools or Religious Education to adopt a seminarian 
and support him through prayer and communication throughout the school year. A spiritual adoption is a pledge to 
pray for seminarians on their journey to fulfilling the Call of Christ to the priesthood. The path each young man has 
committed to embark on isn’t an easy one. It is one of self-sacrifice and humble devotion to God and others. The 
young men in our seminaries have taken up the challenge of duty and devotion to the Lord and his flock.  

 
2 RSVP – Refund and Plaque Application #2863 Due 6/30 

https://url.emailprotection.link/?bes9eLJve1MYfFYUBd_9CD9ehbAvwRCbli_YG8xEjCb5Je6T8rbb70oZ0R1prgC-SnsPJWCb52FPK00d4vX2UrA~~
mailto:lovison@adorationservents.org
mailto:sirknightodolguin@aol.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/rsvp_refund2863_p.pdf
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Action Steps:  

1. Through your pastor or diocesan vocation office select a seminarian your class wants to adopt.  
2. Involve your class in the selection process.  

3. As the teacher make initial contact with the seminarian and let him know that your class is adopting him for 
the school year.  

4. On a regularly scheduled basis have your class write letters, notes, pictures, birthday cards, Christmas cards, 
Easter cards etc. Be creative. The point is for your students to communicate with him on a regular basis. This 
can be accomplished if you do it as a class activity.  

5. If the seminarian is available invite him to the class at some point during the year and have him share his 
journey of discernment. You can make this into a pizza party etc. Again, be creative.  

 
For more information refer to the 
Spiritual Reflection Program Chairman 
 
 

SACRAMENTAL GIFTS 
The Sacramental Gifts program is meant to supplement parish programs, not to duplicate any existing parish 
programs. Knights should be present and support the most important sacramental events in the lives of families in 
the parish community. Councils can support the family at these times and build a closer relationship with the parish 
community.  

 
Baptism  
When a couple brings their little one home from the hospital, he or she is capable of very little. The baby does not 
talk, walk, eat with a fork, or brush his or her teeth. The parents need to teach all these things over the course of 
many years. In broad terms, the parents must introduce their son or daughter to their cultural heritage and social 
customs so that he or she grows up to be a well-adjusted individual. That’s the goal and the responsibility of the 
parents. Sharing faith with the child and introducing him or her into the social customs of the faith community are a 
part of this responsibility for the parents as well. To fail regarding faith formation is a serious reneging of parental 
responsibility.  
 
But not everyone appreciates that fact. Society has tried to make the practice of religion a private affair, and some 
even leave the choice of religion up to the individual. We have a responsibility to share our cultural heritage with our 
children, which includes our religious heritage.  
 
Parents are not alone in this task. They have the help of the godparents as well as the entire faith community, for all 
share in the mission of passing on the faith.  
 
This is not always an easy task. Children have free will. But that free will can lead to a child rejecting not only the 
faith training a parent might offer, but the cultural training as well. In the end, the example offered and witnessed to 
by the adult faith community often sinks into the child’s heart. There, with the grace of God, Catholic adults are truly 
formed.  
 
Work with your pastor to support the new parents and godparents.  
 
Eucharist  
The Church invites us to celebrate the Eucharist and to receive Holy Communion “often” and “worthily”. The “often” 
part is encouraged because reception of Communion strengthens our bond with one another, nourishes God’s life 
within us, and incorporates us more deeply into the life of Jesus. Thus, it is the ongoing Sacrament of Initiation. The 
“worthily” part is a little more complicated.  
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Since the sacrament is a source of unity and grace, we need to make sure we are capable and ready to be united and 
graced. And if we are not in full communion with God and the Church because of something we have done, we need 
to first get right with God and the Church. We need to fix our situation through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. In 
some cases, we need to change the way we are living.  
 
Work with your pastor to support the parish ministries that provide the Holy Eucharist to parishioner, especially 
those parishioners with special needs or who cannot attend mass regularly.  
 
Confirmation  
Just as Baptism gives new life, Eucharist nourishes life, and Reconciliation restores life when it is broken, 
Confirmation strengthens that life by the gifts of the Holy Spirit. It is about strengthening what God has given, and 
continues to give, to his sons and daughters. The Sacrament of Confirmation is not the Catholic equivalent to the 
Jewish bar mitzvah. Confirmation is not a “coming of age” celebration. True, most young people are just beginning 
to pass into early adulthood when they receive the sacrament. But Confirmation is not about coming of age. 
Reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation does not mark the end of formal religious education. We never outgrow 
a need for a deeper knowledge and appreciation of our faith.  

 
The Sacrament of Confirmation is not a rite of passage, nor a graduation from religion class, nor a ratification of a 
personal faith choice. Rather, it’s all about what God is doing for his beloved daughters and sons.  
 
And what is God doing? Strengthening the divine life which he gave at Baptism, nourishing us in the Eucharist, and 
reconciling with us in Penance. Why? So that the individual can better defend and witness to the faith through the 
gifts and workings of the Holy Spirit. And there are—and will be—many situations where we are called upon to 
defend and witness to our faith. And we need all the help we can get!  
 
Work with your pastor to support the parish ministries that prepare members of our parish community to receive 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. Work with him to support programs that support and continue to strengthen the 
gift received during the Sacrament of Confirmation.  
 
Reconciliation  
Our loving God understands our human weakness. That is one reason he became human. He is calling us to full life 
with his Church and with himself.  
 
Work with your pastor to support ministries that bring the parish community closer living in a state of grace.  
 
Anointing of the sick  
Moments of mental or physical illness can be times of crisis. They can mean a time of loss and pain, a time of insight 
and growth, or anything in between. Regardless, our loving God wants to be a part of our experience. He wants to 
share our lives with us, the bad and the good. But his presence and support often comes in and through the 
Church—our faith community. The kind words and help that we receive from others are a part of this, for God works 
through human means. We need to pay attention to how God works through them.  
 
The Church can officially support us through the sacraments. In the case of an illness, that support comes in the 
form of the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick. And, as the ritual clearly states, the focus is life, health, and well-
being. But we must remember that a part of the fullness of life is our spiritual lives with God, which begun at 
Baptism and will inevitably lead to death and resurrection.  
 
Clearly recognizing that human frailty is a part of the reality of life, our loving God is with us through this sacrament 
to strengthen us when our minds or bodies grow weak. Thus, a person facing a significant surgery is encouraged to 
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avail themselves of this sacrament, as well as the aged or seriously ill.  
 
Work with your pastor to support ministries that address the issues of those dealing with trauma and illness in their 
lives. Visit the sick and infirm to pray with them.  
 
Marriage  
Vatican II clarified that marriage is a partnership between a man and a woman ordered toward their mutual good 
and the procreation and education of children. As a partnership, it is a union of equals who come together to form a 
new family. Marriage is something no one can enter into lightly because there are people involved. And where there 
are people, there should be protection of rights so that no one gets hurt.  
 
There was a time when a couple could go off by themselves, exchange vows, and this was considered a valid 
marriage. But being human, people, particularly men, began to abuse this situation. So, the Church, to protect both 
the dignity of persons and the good of the sacrament, took steps to make sure that the freedom of both individuals 
was protected and honored. Thus, there are requirements before getting married.  

 
In addition, for baptized persons, Jesus raised the human institution of marriage to the dignity of a sacrament in 
which the love of a husband and wife truly make present the love of Jesus for the Church.  
 
The Church requires that a couple go before their faith community (represented by a priest and at least two 
witnesses) and exchange their vows publicly because the significance of what they are doing is truly a public matter. 
This newly formed family is a part of both the civil and the religious community with responsibilities and privileges. 
The civil society recognizes the new social unit of a family; the Church recognizes both a new social unity within the 
parish and a new public witness to Jesus’ love for his Church.  
 
Work with your pastor to support ministries that prepare couples for marriage and support that marriage through 
the years.  
 
Holy orders  
A vocation is a gift from God that can be a very mysterious thing. Seldom is it as obvious as the burning bush was for 
Moses. More often, it is a subtle feeling or sense that maybe God is calling me to serve as a brother, sister, 
permanent deacon, religious priest, or diocesan priest. Each is a specific call and requires its own unique 
discernment. But it definitely needs to be checked out.  

 
Work with your pastor to support ministries focused on discernment of a vocations. 
 
George Bagley, Chairman 
(707) 372-4913 
vacahockeyman@gmail.com 
 
 

PRIESTS & RELIGIOUS DINNER 
What is the Priest & Religious Appreciation Dinner?  
This is an annual dinner sponsored by a Knights of Columbus Chapter or Council. The main purpose of the dinner is 
to show appreciation to the priest, religious, deacons and altar servers in the diocese.  
 
Unlike the Bishop Vocation Dinner this is not a fund raiser but a dinner to honor and say thanks to the priest, 
religious, deacons and altar servers to serve our Catholic Community.  
 
 

mailto:vacahockeyman@gmail.com
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Who is honored?  
Create awards to be given out at the dinner.  
 
Priest, Religious & Deacons: A plaque or certificate honoring their 25th and 50th anniversary.  
Altar Servers: Identify the top altar servers in the diocese. Select one girl, one boy and one family team for this 
honor. You can give out a first, second and third place award in each category. All other altar servers who were 
nominated will receive a certificate. 
 
For more information refer to the  
Vocational Awareness Program Chairman 
 
 
 

BISHOPS DINNER 
What is the Bishop’s Vocation Dinner?  
This is an annual dinner sponsored by a Knights of Columbus Chapter or Council. The main purpose of the dinner is 
to plant the seed with youth to consider saying yes to a vocation. Also, to provide encouragement to priests and 
seminarians in their vocation and it is also a great way to raise funds for vocations.  
 
Who should attend?  
Your Bishop, Priests, seminarians, altar servers and their parents, discerners, catholic high school students, parish 
youth ministers and their outstanding students, Knights and their families. Each council, or parishes that do not have 
a council, are asked to purchase one or more tables for the dinner. Guests invited to the dinner are provided tickets 
purchased by the sponsoring council or parish ministry.  
 
 
Fundraising for Vocations:  
Each council conducts fund raiser to help the seminarians in the diocese. The funds raised are presented as part of 
the Parade of Grand Knights at the dinner. 
 
For more information refer to the  
Vocational Awareness Program Chairman 
 
 

SIMPLE SUPPER & STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Councils should partner with their parishes to sponsor a "Simple Supper & Stations" on Fridays during Lent. If your 
parish already prays the Stations of the Cross, ask your pastor's permission to serve a simple supper of meatless 
soup and bread to parishioners and attendees before or after the stations. This provides a communal opportunity 
for participation in the traditional Lenten observances of fasting and abstaining from meat. If your parish doesn't 
already pray the Stations together, ask your pastor if he would consider adding both the suppers and Stations to the 
parish calendar.  
 
The prayers, mediations and hymns for Stations of the Cross can be found in The Way of the Cross: Traditional and 
Modern Meditations #3633. Copies can be ordered at knightsgear.com.  
 
Dennis P. Valerio, Committeeman 
(510) 499-7961 
Dennis.valerio@comcast.net 

 
3 The Way of the Cross #363 

http://www.knightsgear.com/
mailto:Dennis.valerio@comcast.net
http://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/cis363.pdf
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VOCATION AWARENESS 
Vocations to the priesthood is a very important matter for our Church and the Knights of Columbus.  Without 
priests, we have no Church.  Without the Church, there is no need or eh Knights.  The following activities should 
seriously be considered by each Chapter: 

1. All Knights should be encouraged to pray for vocations and seminarians.  Each council and chapter meetings 
should open with a prayer for vocations.  Adoration programs should include vocations as a major intention. 

2. Each council should ask their Pastor what they can do to encourage vocations in their parish.  Each chapter 
should have a vocations chair and the chapter should work with the Diocese Vocation Director in promoting 
vocations. 

3. Each council is encouraged to support seminarians through the RSVP program.  
4. Each chapter or council within the chapter should sponsor an annual vocations dinner.  

The primary purpose is to promote vocations to our youth and young men and women who are interested in 
becoming a priest or furthering their spiritual growth with God.  The secondary purpose is to raise money for 
vocations. 
 

Richard S. Jarrett, Chairman North Rod Olguin, Chairman Central M. David Ramos, Chairman South 
(925) 964-9675 
ricjarrett@comcast.net  

(559) 681-2630 
SirKnightrodOlguin@aol.com 

(909) 268-6020 
mdavidramos1@yahoo.com 
 

 

CALL TO SERVE 
The Vocation Awareness program consist of 2 initiatives promoting awareness of vocations in the family and parish 
community. One is Vocation Awareness and the other is Call to Serve.  
 
Purpose: 
The purpose of this new program is to get all our Brother Knights, their families and parishes to be more aware and 
mindful of recognizing potential priestly vocations in their own parish.  
 
How it works:  

• A card with a vocation prayer on one side and priestly vocation information contacts for your diocese on the 
other side is distributed to all Knights in your council. You can also include parish members and other 
ministries in your distribution.  

• Ask them to carry this card with them.  

• When they see a young man in the parish who seems to be serious about his faith give him this card and ask 
him if he has ever considered becoming a priest.  

• Be open for a conversation and let him know that this card contains a vocation prayer for discernment and 
contact information for your diocese.  

 
Vocation Prayer: 
O Lord, Jesus, I love you and I am very happy to know you and your Father. I appreciate the love you have shown me 
and to those I love. I love this life and thank you for the talents that you have given me, including the judgement to 
use those gifts in a way that is pleasing to you. For this, please lead me to a life providing happiness to others and 
leading them closer to you. I pray that the Holy Spirit will bless me with the graces to recognize your plans for my life 
and the courage to pursue them. Mary, Mother of God, pray for us. 
 
For more information refer to the 
Vocational Awareness Program Chairman  
 
 

mailto:ricjarrett@comcast.net
mailto:SirKnightrodOlguin@aol.com
mailto:mdavidramos1@yahoo.com
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PILGRIM VESSEL VOCATION 
What is It?  

• A Vocation Awareness Program centered in the parish community that supports the Domestic Church.  

• It enhances vocation awareness through family participation by calling families to explore the possibility of a 
religious vocation for a family member. Families are encouraged to pray at home for vocations as well as the 
entire parish community.  

 
How It Works  

1. Each Sunday a family, couple or individual will be called forward at the Mass to receive the Pilgrim Vessel 
you selected to use, example, Chalice, Statue, painting of a saint or religious, Crucifix or any religious article 
that would be appropriate for your parish.  

2. A short ceremony is conducted of less than 2 minutes.  
3. They take the vessel home with them.  
4. At home they create a place of honor to place the vessel.  
5. Per the Program Handouts they received, the pilgrims will set up a schedule to conduct a short prayer 

service to pray for vocations from their family and parish. This can be done as part of the meals, in the 
evening after dinner or even prior to bedtime.  

6. Return the pilgrim vessel the following Sunday prior to the beginning of the Mass that.  
 
How Do We Get Started?  

• Contact the parish pastor and explain how the program works. 
 
For more information refer to the 
Vocational Awareness Program Chairman  
 
 

FAMILY ROSARY PROGRAM 
The Family Rosary Program encourages councils to schedule rosary prayer services on any day of the week, at any 
time of the year, with the pastor’s permission. When planning a Rosary prayer service, councils should personally 
invite each family of the parish, and offer each attending family a copy of Catholic Information Service’s A Scriptural 
Rosary for the Family (#319 – Footnote #4 below). Encourage families to read it and learn how their faith can be 
strengthened through a devotion to Our Lady, while praying at home regularly as a family.  
 
Resources are available as part of the Family Rosary Program, including a Family Rosary Kit (#SR-Kit)4, which includes 
25 finger rosaries, brochures on praying the rosary and copies of the Scriptural Rosary for the Family (#319)5, along 
with a promotional poster to help draw more parishioners to the event. Participants may also use their own 
rosaries, and Knights are encouraged to use the rosaries that they received during their First Degree. Councils 
interested in ordering additional rosaries or rosary rings, and booklets- are encouraged to visit knightsgear.com. 
 
Action Steps  
To organize a successful Family Rosary program in your parish, the council should:  

1. Order the Knights of Columbus Family Rosary program Kit (#SR-Kit – Footnote #2 below) using the order 
form. You can also use the order form in the forms section of the website or call the Department of 
Fraternal Mission at 203-752-4270.  

2. Contact your local pastor to obtain permission to conduct a Rosary service following Mass.  

3. Provide a sign-up sheet in the parish bulletin board for parishioners to sign up to participate in the rosary 
service. This will allow you to determine the interest level.  

 
4 SR-Kit Form 
5 Scriptural Rosary for the Family #319 

http://www.knightsgear.com/
https://www.kofc.org/uns/en/resources/service/church/5th-sunday-rosary-program-kit.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis319.pdf
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4. Build public interest. Use the sample press release that is on the website as a sample, to present it to the 
newspapers and the radio stations in your community. When sending the press release use your council 
letterhead. Deliver or send it, along with clip art logos, to the editors of both.  

5. Report your activities to the Supreme Council with the Family Rosary Report form (#10243)6, and the 
Columbian Award Application (SP-7)7.  

 
Jorge Ortiz, Chairman 
(661) 414-6025 
jorhey@msn.com 
 
 

DAYS OF PRAYER 
World Day of Prayer for Vocations Initiative: 
Each year, on the Fourth Sunday of Easter, Knights throughout the world participate on the annual World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations. This day is an opportunity for all Knights to raise awareness of the need for men and women to 
say yes to their vocations, especially if one is called to the priesthood or religious life.  
 
With the help of the Knights of Columbus, thousands will hear their calls because of our prayers and vocation 
materials.  
 
As Knights, we know the difference that one good priest can make. Raise awareness and get involved. 
 
Prayer for Peace Day Initiative: 
The Knights of Columbus World Day of Prayer for Peace seeks to unite Knights, Catholics and all people of good will 
– regardless of their religious faith – in prayer for peace.  
 
While Sept. 11 will always be remembered for the tragic loss of life, Knights hope that this somber occasion will be 
the foundation of an annual opportunity for a day of earnest prayer for peace in the world. To commemorate this 
tragedy with dignity and hope, the Supreme Council passed a resolution in 2004 to observe September 11 as a day 
of prayer for peace.  
 
“The World Day of Prayer for Peace will bring to the world the Church’s message of peace and reconciliation, so that 
religion will always be a cause for mutual respect and harmony, and never for violence or hatred,” said Supreme 
Knight Carl A. Anderson. “In a special way, we remember the brave men and women of the military who work 
tirelessly, even to the point of sacrificing their own lives, to bring about true peace rooted in justice,” he added.  
 
The Knights of Columbus World Day of Prayer for Peace will be conducted on September 11.  
 
Councils, assemblies, and circles are urged to:  

• Work with your chaplain and/or pastor to coordinate a special prayer service, rosary or Mass for peace on 
Sept. 11. Consider having military personnel, public servants, public safety personnel to serve as lectors, 
Eucharistic ministers, etc.  

• Distribute copies of the World Day of Prayer for Peace prayer card (#9484)8 to members and make it 
available in local parishes. This prayer card includes a new prayer for peace from Pope Benedict XVI. Also, 

 
6 Family Rosary Report #10243 
7 Columbian Award Application SP-7 
8 World Day for Peace prayer card #9484 

mailto:jorhey@msn.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/church/family-rosary-report.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/columbian_awardap_p.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/community/peaceprayercard.pdf
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display the World Day of Prayer for Peace poster (#9483)9 in your council’s meeting areas, on parish bulletin 
boards, and in other appropriate areas.  

• Make the World Day of Prayer for Peace an ecumenical event by involving churches of other denominations 
in the community. Invite them to join in any event coordinated by CALIFORNIA STATE COUNCIL SERVICE 
PROGRAMS HANDBOOK  

• The Knights can provide World Day of Prayer for Peace posters and prayer cards for distribution in their 
worship centers.  

• Sponsor a corporate Communion breakfast or after-Mass open house. Distribute World Day of Prayer for 
Peace prayer cards and arrange for the showing of the Heroes Fund video production.  

• Get approval for World Day of Prayer for Peace posters to be placed on parish, council and community 
bulletin boards.  

• Conduct a special membership drive or First-Degree exemplification targeting military personnel and/or 
public safety officials in your community.  

• Make available to Knights and parishioners a supply of the Catholic Information Service (CIS) booklets Fifth 
Commandment - Moral Issues of Life and Death (#127)10 from the Luke E. Hart Series and A Scriptural Rosary 
for Peace (#319)11 from the Veritas Series.  

 

YEAR OF PRAYER 
Keeping God in our hearts, in our lives, in all we do year-round is an honor.  To bring his presence into your life so 
that all fee God’s warmth and presence.  To aid you in this cause, The Knights of Columbus has put together a 
booklet containing a Collection of Catholic prayers12.   
 
Open your hearts to God and may his blessings be upon you. 
 
James L. Aitchison, Chairman   
(951) 905-8685     
james@aitchison.us 
 
 

HOLY HOUR 
Like many Catholics, the Knights can spend an hour with our Lord and Savior and say, “The hour that makes my day”. 
Apart from the Mass itself, this hour of prayer before the Blessed Sacrament will remain the pivot of our day. 
Many parishes offer Eucharistic Adoration on first Fridays; your council can request the knights to commit 
themselves along with their family to have an hour to pray together before the Blessed Sacrament. Sometimes, it is 
important to teach and guide them how to make that holy hour. Without this deeper catechesis, we can easily 
become bored, begin to be restless, and lose sight of what Adoration is all about. Without the necessary spiritual 
direction and guidance of how to make a holy hour, we can forget that this precious time with the Lord is more 
about his desire to be with us than our desire to be with him. He is the one who longs for our company more than 
we long for Him: “Could you not watch with me one hour?” (Mark 14:37). 
 
There are many ways of praying and many ways of making a holy hour for “the Spirit blows where it wills” (John 3:8). 
But sometimes we need a little guidance that helps us to FOCUS. 
 
MARCHING ORDERS 

 
9 World Day of Prayer for Peace poster #9483 
10 Fifth Commandment – Moral Issues of Life and Death #127 
11 A Scriptural Rosary for Peace #319 
12 Collection of Catholic Prayers 

mailto:james@aitchison.us
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/community/peaceprayerposter.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/cis127.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/cis/cis319.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/cis309.pdf
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Many men are inspired by the language of spiritual battle, which occurs frequently in the letters of St. Paul. It speaks 
to men; we like to know our marching orders. Men like to be practical and know what to do and how to do it. 
 
Councils work with your pastors to organize regular holy hours of Eucharistic adoration. Knights of Columbus holy 
hours should be particularly prepared for men, with a communal rosary, and prayers to St. Joseph and Fr. McGivney. 
Ask your pastors to give a sermon on a topic involving spiritual leadership in the family. Encourage men to attend 
regularly. 
 
Steve J. Lovison, Chairman 
714-943-1038 
lovison@adorationservents.org 
 
 

CIS – BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH 
Since 1948 CIS has been the major evangelical arm of the Knights of Columbus. Through multiple booklet series and 
various media formats, CIS makes our Catholic faith accessible and provides continuing tools for catechesis and 
spiritual formation. Knights of Columbus councils should use the complete library of CIS materials in their 
membership formation as well as promote them for parish continuing education, youth catechesis and spiritual 
study groups.  
 
The Building the Domestic church series builds on this tradition and presents some of the most popular CIS 
resources aimed at helping us to live out the Church’s mission and vision for our families. Series topics include 
parenting, fatherhood and family prayer life, as well as two of St. John Paul II’s famous messages for the family – 
Letter to Families and The Family in the Modern World.  
 
Knights of Columbus councils can now order a complete parish set of the BDC series for their parishes and receive a 
free display kiosk. For ordering the series and promoting the resources within their parish councils will receive credit 
for a "domestic church" activity towards the Columbian award.  
 
Ordering Information  
The parish Building the Domestic Church series set (with free kiosk) is available to councils for $150.00 USD (includes 
shipping) for councils in the U.S. and Canada.  
 
Councils should order the BDC series set online through Knights Gear under the “Domestic Church” tab. Council 
officers can also call or email Catholic Information Service to order at (203) 752-4267 or cis@kofc.org.  
 
Action Steps  

1. Speak with your pastor about the opportunity to promote the series and secure a location to display the 
kiosk in the parish hall or vestibule.  

2. Order the kiosk through Knights Gear store or by email Catholic Information Service at cis@kofc.org. (Grand 
knights and financial secretaries can charge directly to the council through their “Officers Online” account 
access to the Knights Gear store).  

3. Assign a member to be responsible for receiving and setting up the kiosk. The shipment includes a fully 
assembled kiosk and one box of 225 booklets.  

4. Include an announcement in your church bulletin or ask the pastor to announce that this new resource for 
families is available courtesy of the knights of Columbus.  

5. Check in on the display and order a refill of books when supplies are low. You may want to speak to your 
pastor about collaborating with the parish to buy future orders since the council can order the reduced rate 
for books in bulk. You can customize your refill orders through the online Knights Gear store or order a 
standard refill box.  

mailto:lovison@adorationservents.org
mailto:cis@kofc.org
mailto:cis@kofc.org
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6. Consider sponsoring a family study program with the domestic church series. Pick one book to promote and 
read as a family. Host an event or several events to gather together and discuss the topic. Your chaplain 
could provide guidance or perhaps preach on the topic during the Sunday Masses.  

 
Elbert D. Holmes Jr., Chairman 
(530) 751-2625 
Elbertholmes49@gmail.com  
 
 

FATHER MCGIVNEY GUILD 
The cause for the canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney was opened by the Archdiocese of 
Hartford on December 10, 1997. Simultaneously, the Father McGivney Guild was established to 
gather and disseminate information on the life and legacy of this parish priest and founder of the 
Knights of Columbus. Fr. Gabriel O’Donnell, OP is the postulator of McGivney’s cause as well as 
director of the Guild.  
 
On March 15, 2008, Pope Benedict XVI approved a decree recognizing the heroic virtue of Father Michael J. 
McGivney. The pope’s declaration significantly advanced his process towards sainthood and gives Fr. McGivney the 
distinctive title of “Venerable Servant of God.”  On October 31, 2020, Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin celebrated a 
beatification mass, advancing him to Blessed Michael J. McGivney.   
 
To quote Supreme Knight Carl Anderson, “All of us who are members of the knights of Columbus are profoundly 
grateful for this recognition of the holiness of our founder. The strength of the Knights of Columbus today is a 
testament to his timeless vision, his holiness and his ideals.”  
 
If you are not a member of the Guild, you can become one by signing on to californiaknights.org and going to the 
Father McGivney Guild link to participate in promoting devotion to this Servant of God, or complete the application 
found in every issue of Columbian magazine. Anyone can join the Guild - encourage family members, prayers 
groups and friends to join us. Favors received through Father McGivney’s intercession are signs of God’s love 
manifested through the holiness of his life. The Guild serves as a source for information about the life, works and 
spirituality of Father McGivney. This year we encourage every Council promote the Father McGivney Guild at every 
Exemplification and every meeting. We especially encourage having sign-up sheets and application forms at every 
Admissions (1st) Degree Exemplification. Below is a link to a sign-up sheet for your use13. Each council will be 
responsible for ensuring the information is properly submitted to the Guild.  
 
The Guild distributes information materials about him, receives reports of favors granted through his intercession 
and oversees the distribution of relics. Guild members receive regular updates on the progress of Father McGivney’s 
cause for canonization, the Honors of the Altar and are invited to participate in promoting devotion to this Servant 
of God. His cause for sainthood needs your prayers and involvement even more today than ever. Become part of the 
effort for the canonization of our founder by joining the Guild today.  
 
Grand Knights are asked to become aware of those Knights in their Councils that are not currently Guild members 
and be prepared, with an application, to encourage them to become members. It is highly recommended that Grand 
Knights or their delegate approach each new Knight and enthusiastically offer Guild membership. Knights can 
become members by signing up online.  
 
God bless the efforts of our Guild members, Venerable Servant of God, Father Michael J. McGivney, pray for us. 
 

 
13 Fr. McGivney Sign-Up Sheet 

mailto:Elbertholmes49@gmail.com
http://www.californiaknights.org/
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/mcg/en/contact/register.html
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George H. Frates III, Chairman   
(831) 899-2619 
2cd.marshall2@gmail.com  
 

  

 

MEXICAN PRIEST MARTYRS’ AWARD  

 
Knights of Columbus Mexican Priest Martyrs’ Award of Service  
These six priests were martyred for their faith during a time of turmoil in Mexico when Catholics were being 
persecuted. All of them died because they chose to continue to serve their people despite the threat of death. We 
want to honor their sacrifice by creating an award in their name that will be given out during the year to the 
chaplains in California who give of themselves not only to their parish and diocese but also to the Knights as a 
chaplain. The Knights of Columbus are forever thankful for the dedicated priests who not only serve their parish or 
community but who also take the time to serve the Knights of Columbus as chaplains.  
 
The Knights want to honor and thank those dedicated priests for their service throughout the Columbian Year. Each 
month beginning in September through February we will honor the Knights of Columbus Chaplains who have 
displayed extraordinary service to their Council and Parish. These priests will automatically be considered for the 
yearly Fr. Juan Perez Award given out at the California State Convention.  

• September: St. Luis Batis Mexican Martyr Award  

• October: St. Rodrigo Aguilar Mexican Martyr Award  

• November: St. Miguel de la Mora Mexican Martyr Award  

• December: St. Pedro de Jesús Maldonado Mexican Martyr Award  

• January: St. José María Robles Mexican Martyr Award  

• February: St. Mateo Correa Mexican Martyr Award  
 
Award Submission Process:  

• Use the Mexican Martyrs’ Award Monthly Entry Form for submissions14 

• Who Can Nominate? All councils, assemblies, chapters and Squire Circles in California  

• Who is eligible to receive this award? Chaplains for councils, assemblies, chapters and Squire Circles.  

• How many awards will be given out each month? All priests nominated will receive this award. This is not a 
competition but a recognition of dedication and service as a chaplain in the Knights of Columbus.  

• What is the deadline to apply? Deadline is the 15th of the month prior to the award month.  

• Where is the nomination form? It is on the State Website under Forms.  

• Where do I send the completed form?  
Email to  
Stephen Bolton, Chairman 
(714) 222-6880 
ipsd@californiaknights.org 
 

 
14 Knights of Columbus Mexican Martyrs’ Award Monthly Entry Form 

mailto:2cd.marshall2@gmail.com
mailto:ipsd@californiaknights.org
https://www.californiaknights.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/Mexican-and-Other-Martyrs-Awards.pdf
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History of the Knights of Columbus Priest Martyrs  
History of the Knights of Columbus Priest Martyrs of Mexico in the early 20th century, the Mexican government 
began a widespread persecution of Catholics. In 1926, priests, missionaries and members of religious orders were 
expelled from the country. Ignoring the right to religious freedom, the government under President Plutarco Elías 
Calles took control of churches, seminaries, convents and schools, thereby beginning the campaign to do away with 
all the “fanatics” who professed their Catholic faith. In the face of violence and persecution, more than a million 
Mexicans migrated to the United States seeking refuge; others spontaneously organized to defend themselves 
against government oppression, some peacefully and others taking up arms under the banner of “Cristo Rey” 
(“Christ the King”). This was the beginning of what became known as the Cristiada or Cristero War.  
 
For three years (1926-1929), the Mexican people lived through violent persecution, in which priests and laypeople 
were ordered to renounce Christ in public. To refuse to do so meant facing not only punishment, but even torture 
and death. Thousands of Mexican Catholics gave witness to their faith or fought to defend it. In many cases, they 
paid for it with their lives. Their acts of love and bravery have echoed throughout the decades, and we remember 
their testimony today.  
 
Since its founding in Mexico in 1905, the Knights of Columbus had promoted and given witness to a vibrant 
understanding of Catholic citizenship. By the time of the 1924 Eucharistic Congress in Mexico City, there were 
already more than 50 Knights of Columbus councils throughout the country — from Jiménez, Chihuahua, to Mérida, 
Yucatán. During the persecution, the Knights helped organize the League for the Defense of Religious Statue in 
memory of the Mexican Martyrs, Knights of Columbus Museum, New Haven, Conn. Liberty, which brought together 
and organized the country’s main Catholic institutions. The League worked to raise the nation’s consciousness and 
demanded that the Mexican government respect the rights of its citizens.  
 
In the United States, meanwhile, the Knights created a fund to aid the exiled and the migrants. In addition, they 
distributed five million flyers denouncing the brutality of the Mexican government toward Catholics. As a result, the 
Mexican government outlawed the Knights of Columbus and singled out its members for persecution. In his 
encyclical 1926 Inique Afflictisque, Pope Pius XI singled out the testimony and work of the Knights in Mexico:  

“A word of very special praise is due those Catholic organizations, which during all these trying times have 
stood like soldier’s side to side with the clergy. … First, we mention the Knights of Columbus, an organization 
which is found in all the states of the Republic and which fortunately is made up of active and industrious 
members who, because of their practical lives and open profession of the Faith, as well as by their zeal in 
assisting the Church, have brought great honor upon themselves.”  

 
In 1926, a delegation from the Order, headed by the Supreme Knight James A. Flaherty, met with U.S. President 
Calvin Coolidge and asked him to demand that Calles’ government put an end to religious persecution in Mexico. It 
wasn’t until 1929 that President Calles, through intervention from the U.S. ambassador Dwight Morrow, accepted 
the so-called agreements with Mexican bishops. The churches could go back to celebrating Mass, and those known 
as Cristeros, who had fought to defend their rights, surrendered their weapons. However, the government did not 
honor the agreements and continued to persecute Catholics in various degrees in the decades that followed.  
 
Finally, in 1992, the constitution was reformed giving legal recognition to religious associations in Mexico. Of the 25 
Mexican martyrs whom Pope John Paul II canonized in 2000, six were members of the Knights of Columbus. Their 
stories are recounted below.  
 

Father Miguel De La Mora De La Mora  
Father Miguel de la Mora de la Mora of Colima belonged to Council 2140. Along with several other 
priests, he publicly signed a letter opposing the anti-religious laws imposed by the government. He 
was soon arrested and, with his brother Regino looking on, Father de la Mora was executed without a 
trial by a single shot from a military officer as he prayed his rosary. It was Aug. 7, 1927.  
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Father Pedro De Jesus Maldonado Lucero  
Father Pedro de Jesus Maldonado Lucero was a member of Council 2419. Forced to study for the 
priesthood in El Paso, Texas, because of the political situation in Mexico, he returned home after his 
ordination in 1918 despite the risk. Captured on Ash Wednesday, 1937, while distributing ashes to the 
faithful, Father Maldonado Lucero was so savagely beaten that one eye was forced from its socket. He 
died the next day at a local hospital. His tombstone aptly described this martyr in four words: "You 

are a priest."  
 

Father Jose Maria Robles Hurtado  
Father Jose Maria Robles Hurtado was a member of Council 1979. Ordained in 1913, he founded the 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in Guadalajara when he was only 25. On June 25, 1927, he was 
arrested while preparing to celebrate Mass. Early the next morning, he was hanged from an oak tree, 
but not before he had forgiven his murderers and offered a prayer for his parish. He went so far as to 
place the rope around his own neck, so that none of his captors would hold the title of murderer.  
 
Father Rodrigo Aguilar Alemán  
Father Rodrigo Aguilar Alemán of Union de Tula in Jalisco was a member of Council 2330. After a 
warrant was issued for is arrest, he took refuge at the Colegio de San Ignacio in Ejutla, celebrating 
Mass and administering the sacraments. Rather than escape when soldiers arrived, Father Aguilar 
Alemán remained at the seminary to burn the list of seminary students, and thus protect them from 
being known. When the soldiers demanded his identity, he told them only that he was a priest. He 

was taken to the main square of Ejutla, where the seminary was located. He publicly forgave his killers, and then a 
soldier gave him the chance to save himself by giving the “right” answer to this question, “Who lives?” But he 
replied, “Christ the King and Our Lady of Guadalupe.” The noose that had been secured to a mango tree was 
tightened, then relaxed twice. Each time it was relaxed, he was asked the same question and each time he gave the 
same response. The third time the noose was tightened, he died.  
 

Father Luis Batiz Sainz  
Father Luis Batiz Sainz was born in 1870 and was a member of Council 2367. On Aug. 15, 1926, at 
Chalchihuites, Zacatecas, he and three layman – David Roldan, who was only 19 at the time, 
Salvador Lara and Manuel Morales – were put before a firing squad for refusing to submit to anti-
religious laws. When Father Batiz Sainz asked the soldiers to free one of the captives, Manuel 
Morales, who had sons and daughters, Morales wouldn’t hear of it. “I am dying for God," he 
declared,” and God will care for my children.” Smiling, Father Batiz Sainz gave his friend absolution 

and said: “See you in heaven.”  
 

Father Mateo Correa Magallanes  
Father Mateo Correa Magallanes, who was a member of Council 2140, was arrested and taken to 
Durango. While in prison, he was ordered by the commanding officer on Feb. 5, 1927, to hear the 
confessions of his fellow prisoners. Then the commander demanded to know what they had told 
him. Of course, Father Correa Magallanes wouldn't violate the seal of confession, and so, the next 
day, he was taken to a local cemetery and executed by the soldiers. 
 

 
Your brother in Christ. 
Stephen Bolton, Chairman 
(714) 222-6880 
ipsd@californiaknights.org 

mailto:ipsd@californiaknights.org
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FATHER JUAN PEREZ AWARD  
 
Worthy Brothers,  
In 1986 the Fr. Juan Perez Award was established to honor and pay tribute to a priest from the Northern, 
Central and Southern California Region for their outstanding contribution to our faith formation, brotherhood, 
church and order Fr. Juan Perez was the chaplain for the expedition of Christopher Columbus. He demonstrated 
great courage and sacrifice to bring the Gospel to the Americas as Christopher Columbus’ Chaplain. Our Order 
today has many priests who exhibit these qualities in their pastoral role in our order and church.  
 
This award presents a great opportunity for your council or assembly to recognize those contributions that your 
chaplain, friar or other priest has made to your council, assembly or to the order during the current Columbian 
Year.  
 
Without their participation in our fraternal order, we would cease to grow spiritually or in members. One 
recipient from the Northern, Central and Southern California region will be recognized and receive this 
prestigious award at the State Convention. Every council, assembly, chapter and Squire Circle has the privilege 
to nominate a priest or bishop that has demonstrated the qualities of Fr. Juan Perez through their service to 
your council, assembly, chapter, Squire Circle or Our Fraternal Order.  
 
An official form15 must be submitted from each council or assembly to the State Chairman. He must receive this 
form by April 2, 2020. The State Committee will review the applications and the Fr. Juan Perez Award will be 
given out to the three recipients at the State Convention.  
 
Qualifications are stated on the forms and careful consideration should be given to your nominee prior to 
submission to the Fr. Juan Perez Award Committee.  

 
Questions can be addressed to me directly. 
   
Fraternally,  
 
Stephen Bolton, Chairman 
(714) 222-6880 
ipsd@californiaknights.org 
 
 

SPIRITUAL FORMATION GROUPS – INTO THE BREACH 
The younger Catholic generations are now in college and starting their early twenties and thirties and are looking for 
spiritual guidance. Whether it is attending religious education conferences or World Youth Day, reading “Into the 
Breach”, or joining a local young adult group, the young Catholics are looking for more than just attending mass.  
 
In 2015 Most Revered Thomas J. Olmsted, Bishop of Phoenix wrote the Apostolic Exhortation, Into the Breach. 
Bishop Olmsted wrote the exhortation to the Catholic men throughout his diocese as a guide to live their lives, but 
his words can go beyond the boundaries of Phoenix. The Exhortation shows men how to live their life from single to 
married to fatherhood. Now several years later the Knights of Columbus is using Bishop Olmsted’s work as guidance 
for the future Catholic men. The Knights of Columbus have worked with Bishop Olmsted to develop a study guide for 
college men to form discussion groups. This is just one example of a young adult spiritual formation that any council 
can sponsor in their area.  

 
15 Father Juan Perez Award 

mailto:ipsd@californiaknights.org
https://www.californiaknights.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/FATHER-JUAN-PEREZ-FR.-MICHAEL-J.-McGIVENTY-PRIESGT-OF-THE-YEAR-AWARD-NOMINATION-FORM.pdf
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There are many young adult groups throughout the state that councils can build from and support. Some include 
Theology of Tap, Los Angeles Religious Education Congress, or local parish young adult groups. I recommend that the 
council chairmen work with their local parish youth programs.  
 
When looking at organizing spiritual formation there are a few pointers. Begin with having the mentality for open 

programs to all young adults in your parish. Don’t make the event to be exclusive to just Knights of Columbus 
members. In addition to that don’t treat the events as membership drives, we need to let the young adults grow in 
their spiritual formation. Next, have a younger member lead in the groups and organization. But having some cross 
generations present is a great benefit. Lastly let the group flow and grow on its own. 
 
Anthony Ransick, Chairman   James Larson, Co-Chairman 

(661) 742-8261     (213) 422-4834 
aransick@gmail.com     state.advocate@californiaknights.org 
 
 
 

MARIAN PRAYER PROGRAM 
 
The Marian Prayer Program was inaugurated at the 131st Supreme Convention held in San 
Antonio, TX on August 7, 2013.  This prayer program is similar to the Holy Family Prayer 
Program which ended in July 2018.  Our State received eight Our Lady Help of Persecuted 
Christians Images mid-October last year, which have been distributed to the chapters. Each 
chapter has assigned a Coordinator for the Marian Prayer Program. Prayer booklets, 
available in English and Spanish, are provided and accompany each of the Images. Adjoining 
chapters are sharing the Images on a pre-determined schedule. 
 
This is the 18th prayer program of the Knights of Columbus that has used a sacred image as 
its cornerstone. The first prayer program began in 1979 with images of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, patroness of the Americas. It’s befitting the previous prayer program also ended 

with images of the Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
 
The prayer service begins with an opening hymn followed by Liturgy of the Word, Homily, Silent Reflection, Holy 
Rosary, and Litany of the Blessed Virgin, Prayers, The Angelus, and a concluding prayer. You can modify or eliminate 
portions of the Prayer Service as needed. It’s recommended that a Priest or Deacon lead the prayer service. 
 
To schedule a Marian Prayer service with the Our Lady Help for Persecuted Christians icon contact your Chapter 
Marian Prayer Program Coordinator or District Deputy. We anticipate there will be wide-spread participation from 
chapters, districts, councils, and assemblies.  Prayer is an essential part of our lives as Catholics and Knights.  The 
Marian Prayer Program will help bring more spirituality into our families, chapters, councils and assemblies.  
Moreover, the program will have visibility in a parish because it’s sponsored by the Knights Columbus, which in turn 
can help in membership recruit. 
 
The Marian Prayer service can be conducted at the chapter, district or council level. Some suggestions are: multiple 
districts can jointly hold a Prayer Hour; a council can sponsor the event and invite other councils to participate, or 
chapters can sponsor a prayer service. Ask Squire Circles in your councils to take an active in the Prayer Program. 
 

mailto:aransick@gmail.com
mailto:state.advocate@californiaknights.org
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Additional information and resources, such as the Marian Prayer Booklet (#505016) and prayer card (#1074017), can 
be found on the Supreme website18.  
 
Promote the Marian Hour Prayer Program at your chapter, district, council and assembly meetings please.  
Encourage all districts and councils to participate in this new prayer program.  Many chapters, districts and councils 
have already held Marian Hour Prayer services with the new icon. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Gerald R. Fong, Chairman 
(916) 689-9418 
jerryfong@comcast.net  
 
 

FAITH IN LIGHT 
A Christian, faith-based community for those with intellectual disabilities, their family & caregivers, and friends. 

 
The Knights of Columbus in California have traditionally supported thousands of people with intellectual disabilities 
through our partnership with Special Olympics and through donations gathered for the Columbian Foundation 
Supporting People with Intellectual Disabilities. 
 
Now we are asking the Knights of California to step to the forefront and offer spiritual support to our special needs 
brothers and sisters. 
 
Goal - Establish one (or more) new Faith and Light Community in each Chapter in California.  
 
Currently, there are two, active Faith and Light Communities in California:  

• Arlene’s Lighthouse in Manhattan Beach   

• Joyful Friends in Chula Vista 
 
Faith and Light communities are centered around the spiritual life of a person with intellectual disabilities and 
his/her family. Too often families with members with intellectual disabilities feel isolated and excluded from their 
church and local communities. Sometimes these special needs individuals make noise in church and the family may 
overhear comments like, "Why did they bring him to church?" or feel a kind of prejudice against them. However, 
every person has been redeemed by Christ and should be a welcomed member of our worshipping body. Also, every 
person should be instructed in the Faith to the limits of their comprehension.  
 
Faith and Light communities can be formed by members of one or more parishes. In such a setting, the members 
would include people with developmental disabilities, their families and any other person, non-related, who would 
like to share in their relationships as a friend. The community meets once a month for prayer and a social time. 
There are themes for each month, which come from our International Secretariat in an annual booklet called 

 
16 Marian Prayer Booklet #5050 
17 Marian Prayer Card #10740 
18 Supreme – Marian Prayer Program Info. 
 

mailto:jerryfong@comcast.net
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/marian-prayer-program/5050-marian-prayer-program-booklet.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/marian-prayer-program/10740-our-lady-help-of-persecuted-christians-prayer-card.pdf
http://kofc.org/en/programs/faith/marian-icon-prayer.html#/
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the Guidelines. At each monthly meeting there is time for shared prayer, personal intercession, explanation of the 
theme of the month, acting out of a Scriptural passage, singing and socializing. The meetings are usually about an 
hour and a half long. The location of the meetings could be in a parish facility or in a private home. Some 
communities consist of members of different denominations and meet in a home or public facility. There is an 
openness about Faith and Light, which allows it to include people of different backgrounds, but the essentials are 
always the same, respect, love and acceptance for all God’s people. 
   
It is not that hard to start a Faith and Light community. A Council can help to gather several families with members 
with developmental disabilities, introduce them to what Faith and Light can offer (use the trifold flyer) or guide 
them to review the international website: 
 www.faithandlight.org  and then ask them to make a commitment to meet monthly. 
 
Contact me when a group begins gathering.  Resources can be sent to your team, so you can begin forming a Faith 
and Light Community.  I will guide and accompany your group as it progresses towards becoming Faith and Light 
Community. 
 
Michael Brault, Chairman 
(619) 548-3190 
membership@californiaknights.org  
 
 
 

PRAYERS IN THE PEW 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Unity of Prayer Movement for California  
 

This unity of prayer movement is anchored by Prayers in the Pew ‘Official Prayer Cards, Monthly Newsletter, and 

Specialized 9 Days of Prayer Novenas’.  Much more than a collection of prayers every Catholic should be acquainted, 

these tools present a platform for Knights’ Faith in Action initiatives whereby spiritual renewal is at the center. Enabling 

men to balance Faith, Family, Community and Life begins with answering the call to direct everyone to Get Back to 

Basics!  This is the ONE program dedicated to feeding all other Parish Based Faith in Action Programs.  Watch how it 

ushers in a new era of dialogue and formation while encouraging membership, prayer, and participation in all other Faith 

in Action Programs.  

 

“We need to be careful to not just say prayers, but to ‘be’ men of prayer.” 

~ Rev. John P. Grace, O.S.A 

Why Now?  
As dispensations for attending Sunday Mass are dropped, Sunday Mass obligation will be restored. All Hands…All into 

the Breach! Time for the Knights to take the lead and help everyone get Back to Basics with two primary Calls to Action:  

 

What Actions?  
Step 1 – Make a Commitment to Get to Mass on Time! Get to Mass early and spend time in quiet prayer to prepare our 

http://www.faithandlight.org/
mailto:membership@californiaknights.org
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heart, mind, and soul for communion. Just imagine our priests and deacons being able to explain why Prayers in the Pew 

cards are in the pew!  

 

“Get to Mass early; don’t calculate how late you can be.”  

~Pope Francis 

 
Step 2 - Revitalize our Prayer Lives personally and across our families and communities. Improve prayer life ‘at-home’ 

where individuals, marriages, and the whole family can implement into everyday lives. Essential private and 

community prayers together in one convenient resource, Prayers in the Pew™ card collection is intuitive and 

designed for usability at Mass, at-home or on-the-go.   

 

Who Should Lead?  

Knights are Called to Be Men of Prayer! 

The Prayers in the Pew™ Men of Prayer program allows Knights to connect with all parish families in a unique way 

encouraging them to make prayer part of their everyday life. Just as with corporate communion, every council can come 

together to emphasize to the local parish the importance of getting to Mass consistently, on-time and to demonstrate that 

Knights are first and foremost, Men of Prayer. The constant reminder of the Prayers in the Pew™ combined with monthly 

supplements and pulpit announcements serves to inform parishioners regularly of Knights’ leadership role in the parish as 

well as their activities and intentions.  

Tools for Victory:  
1. Prayers in the Pew Prayers Cards 

2. Prayers in the Pew Monthly Newsletter 

3. Periodic Specialized 9 Days of Prayer Novenas (Pro-Life, Family, more to come).  

The Oh-So-Simple Council Jump Start 
Prayers in the Pew™ –Approved for Parish Pews 

Careful Selection of Prayers that every Catholic should: 

• Learn and memorize.   

• Join with the community as the priest can employ on demand to initiate a community prayer.   

• *Recite early before Mass; hence, Early is On-Time!  

 

Prayers in the Pew™– Family Edition  
A direct extension to quantity efforts of Prayers in the Pew™, Home Edition is designed to:  

• Establish a foundation of prayer for the family at home.  

• Facilitate an up-building of the domestic church which each family comprises and as envisioned by 

Pope Francis.   

• Lay the foundation for subsequent phases to evangelize in the public square.  

 

Specialty Cards: Benefit with a 100% open rate for KofC promotional inserts (to be used ‘inside’ all the 

seasonal giveaway prayer cards (Family, Marian, Pro-Life, End-of-Life, Youth, Military, Examination of 

Conscience, etc.). *Stay-tuned monthly for these updates! 
 
 
Prayers in the Pew _Monthly Newsletter:  
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Designed to engage parishioners in the pew with a desired frequency of communications for motivation, formation, and 
dialogue (Made available to Grand Knights on monthly schedule).   

Support from all levels of the Church continues to pour in. Some highlights include… 

“Please know of my prayers and support as you set out to implement this program throughout the Diocese of 

Orange and to mobilizing a unity of prayer movement across our State that seeks to link us all together for the 

journey of life and faith.” 

 
~Most Rev. Kevin W. Vann, J.C.D., D.D. Bishop of Orange in California  

“My hope is that The Year of Prayer Campaign anchored by the Prayers in the Pew program provide an opportunity for 

everyone to be strengthened in their communion with Christ and His Catholic Church.”  

~ The Most Reverend Joseph L. Coffey Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese for the Military Services, USA 

“A new collection of familiar prayers is being offered to us, printed on special leaflets, requesting that we use them 

regularly at home and in church. Let these flow from our hearts, in all sincerity, as our Church in prayer.”  

~ Fr. John P. Grace, O.S.A. 

“With Mass attendance and prayer at the heart of this effort, I encourage all Chapters and Councils throughout 

California to fully engage in this statewide commitment.”  

~Very Rev. Msgr. Gerard M. Lopez, S.T.L., V.G.    

Steps to Get Started:  

Visit Prayersinthepew.com to get your Jump-Start Kit (Turnkey, Pastor approved materials, bulletin 

announcements, flyers, promo materials, etc.) 

• Approve budget $150-500 to get started (tailored to fit ‘small, medium, and standard’ 

parish sizes).  

• Discuss plans with Pastor 

• Plan your distribution and prayer activities 

If you are ready to elevate your community impact, council, and parish to the next level, connect directly with 

your Co-Chairmen, James Aitchison and Anthony DeBellis for a Step-by-Step COUNCIL LAUNCH Plan and 

questions along the way. Contact us at: 760-635-1122 or email info@sitStandKneel.com. 

 
James L. Aitchison, Co-Chairman   Anthony DeBellis, Co-Chairman   
(951) 905-8685      760-635-1122     
james@aitchison.us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

about:blank
mailto:james@aitchison.us
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BLESSED MICHAEL MCGIVNEY PRAYER HOUR 

In heaven, Blessed Michael McGivney has not ceased being our own parish priest whose intercession for the 

Knights of Columbus is evident not only by our growth around the world but also, and more importantly, by our 

continued commitment to the principles of charity, unity and fraternity. The extraordinary miracle that led to his 

beatification should be a source of inspiration for us to turn to Blessed Michael McGivney in our own times of 

need, whether that need is great or small. 

You are invited to join in praying the rosary while meditating on the example of Blessed Michael McGivney. 

Let his devotion to Our Lady inspire you to draw close to her Immaculate Heart, where we will encounter her 

son, Jesus Christ. Only in that encounter will we be able to meet the challenge that Father McGivney places 

before us: to live a life of heroic virtue according to the principles of charity, unity and fraternity. 

There are various roles that should be assigned before beginning this hour of prayer. In this booklet, these roles 

are indicated as Leader, Reader 1, and Reader 2. The Leader introduces the mystery for each decade and leads 

the group in the prayers of the rosary, Reader 1 presents an excerpt from a papal document related to that 

mystery and Reader 2 presents a reflection on the mystery and papal reading. Depending on the size of your 

group, assign as many people as possible to participate by having different people be the Leader, Reader 1, and 

Reader 2 for each decade of the rosary. Be sure that these readers are given time to review and practice their 

spoken parts so that they are able to lead the group confidently and devoutly. 

When praying the rosary as a group, typically a leader will say the first part of each prayer and the rest of the 

group will say the second part. Alternatively, these prayers can be prayed antiphonally with half of the group 

saying the first part of the prayer and the other half of the group saying the second part. 

The Luminous Mysteries of the rosary were chosen to complement the texts and reflections. The other sets of 

mysteries could also be used based on the needs and circumstances of an individual group. 

The Booklet, Father McGivney Prayer Hour with Rosary and Litany is in PDF format and can downloaded at 

KoC.org under Programs 

George Bagley, Chairman 

707-372-4913 

vacahockeyman@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:vacahockeyman@gmail.com
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FAMILY PROGRAM CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
 
Our Mother of Perpetual Help is the chosen icon, guide and inspiration of our State Deputy Noel Panlilio. In 
the novena to our Mother of Perpetual Help, there is a prayer that we offer for all our families. “We ask 
you to bless all our families* with your tender motherly love. * May the Sacrament of Marriage * bind 
husbands and wives so closely together * that they will always be faithful to each other * and love one 
another as Christ loves His Church.” 
 
As we launch our programs on the family, we are aware of the crucial times that we live in wherein the 
stability of family and marriage are threatened. Our programs on the family encompasses the spirituality 
of the members and their families and the rest of the local parish community at the council level. 
 
We will work with our bishops and pastors to support on the celebration of The Year of the Family from 
June 2021 to June 2022 by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. 
 
We are also in step with the Supreme Council of the Knight of Columbus on their Faith in Action-Family 
Programs.  Father McGivney sought to strengthen the bonds of families in his parish and the Knights of 
Columbus.  These programs, created for families by families, help us to live this call. 
 
Consecration to the Holy Family- Invite each family in your parish to consecrate themselves to the Holy 
Family. 
Food for Families- Help end hunger in communities across North America. 
Family Fully Alive-Help families place God and the Catholic faith at the center of their lives. 
Family of the Month/Year- Each month, the council selects a Family of the Month from its parish family 
that models Christian family values and visibly lives them every day, and names one of these recipients as 
their Family of the Year. 
Family Prayer Night- Families of council members, and other Catholic families gather for prayer, dinner, 
and fellowship. 
Family Week- Dedicate a week to celebrate our families. 
Good Friday Family Promotion- Bring families into more robust practice and understanding of our Catholic 
faith and the Triduum. 
Keep Christ in Christmas- Promote the true spirit of Christmas in our homes, schools, parishes, and 
communities. 
 
We will likewise launch our State level initiatives such as Scholarships, At Risk Youth Outreach, World 
Marriage Day, and a new program, Widows/ Widowers Outreach. 
 
We need all the councils to participate in these programs to create an impact in our communities. We are 
prepared to help the councils with the designated Directors for each program. We entrust our families to 
our Mother of Perpetual Help and implore her to intercede for all our needs.     Amen 
 
 
Romeo Cabrera, Chairman  
relc1111@gmail.com  
510-589-1561 
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FAMILY PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
 

FAMILY FULLY ALIVE DEVOTIONAL PROGRAM 
To cultivate life as a domestic church, a family must deliberately welcome God into its home. This program has been 
created to help each family do this. The Family Fully Alive program provides monthly themes, reflections, 
meditations, family projects and Scripture verses designed to help each family place God and the Catholic faith at 
the center of its life. Through prayer and reflection each family can grow in holiness together.  
 
Launching Your Parish Program  
Councils should speak with their pastors about the program and remind them that families can participate at no cost 
to the parish. The Family Fully Alive program can be used as a devotional for all families throughout the liturgical 
year and all the program’s resources are available here on our Building the Domestic Church webpages.  
 
Councils should order the full printed program book for families to use at home. You can place your order online 
through Knights Gear or by calling or emailing our Supply Department at (203) 752-4214 or supply@kofc.org.  
 
Suggested Weekly Format Designate a space in your home where your family can gather together for prayer. The 
space should be free from distractions and, if possible, decorated with religious images and sacramental to help 
direct the family’s thoughts toward God. Open each week with the Our Father, Hail Mary or one of the other prayers 
included in the “Prayers for Every Family” section. Next, ask a family member to read the theme. Then, proceed with 
the month’s prayer and activities. Then, offer some petitions with each family member, adding personal intentions 
to the prayer. Conclude together by reciting the Consecration to the Holy Family. Feel free to add to this basic 
structure other devotions, songs and whatever your family finds spiritually enriching for prayer.  
 
Adapting This Program to Your Family The family fully alive program is designed to be flexible to meet the 
continuously changing needs of your family. This program can be started during any month of the year, completing 
projects and saying prayers at the times and places most suitable for your family. Some suitable times would be 
after family dinner or shortly before bedtime, making it easier to deal with the challenge of bringing the entire 
family together.  
 
However, you decide to incorporate the family fully alive program into your family’s busy schedule, one thing is 
certain — it will change your life. The monthly cycle of themes, prayers, reflections, meditations and family projects 
will help your family focus on the important things in the world. They will help build your domestic church as a place 
of faith, hope and charity, where each member will grow with grace toward his or her full potential in God. 
 

Larry J. Mastin, Chairman 
707-592-9107 
Raider1fan@yahoo.com 
 

HOLY FAMILY CONSECRATION & PRAYER PROGRAM 
Today families are facing many trials and personal challenges that are part of family life. Families have overcome 
these struggles through love and joy. This joy is made stronger through the truth and peace they have found in 
Christ.  
 
In 2017 Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori composed a prayer which bring families together to consecrate 
themselves under the protection of the Holy Family. All Knights of Columbus council should invite families within 
their parish to offer this prayer of Consecration to the Holy Family at all Masses on the first Sunday after Christmas. 
This day is traditionally celebrated as the feast of the Holy Family. Our hope is that this prayer will make our families 
stronger and rejuvenate our parishes.  

mailto:supply@kofc.org
mailto:Raider1fan@yahoo.com
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How to Begin  

• Meet with your pastor to discuss the significance of every family offering this prayer of family consecration. 
Request his permission to distribute the Consecration to the Holy Family prayer cards at Masses on the first 
Sunday after Christmas, if possible. Choose an alternate Sunday if needed.  

• Discuss with your pastors and chaplains the best way to share how the Holy Family serves as an ideal model 
for the families in your parish. They may just simply want to explain this teaching in their homilies or 
sermons. Some may want the council to invite a guest speaker to the parish.  

• Your Financial Secretary can order the Consecration to Holy Family prayer cards (form 1037119) from the 
Supreme Council. Order an ample supply of prayer cards to share with every family in your parish. Have the 
council and ushers distribute them before each Mass.  

• Have the parish family recite the Consecration to the Holy Family together on the first Sunday after 
Christmas, the Feast of the Holy Family. The celebrant should ask all those present to make the act of 
consecration together after the closing prayer and before the final blessing.  

 
Fraternally, 
 
J.C. Greco, Chairman 
(916) 769-6414 
jcgreco@comcast.net 
 
 

KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 
Keep the True Meaning of Christmas Present in Council Holiday Activities  
 
At Christmas we honor the birth of Jesus Christ. At times our Savior is forgotten in the commercialization of the 
season and the rush to get ready for holiday festivities. Each year the Knights of Columbus takes a leading role in 
reminding society that Christmas is first and foremost a Holy Day. One of the best ways to do this is participating in 
the Order’s “Keep Christ in Christmas” campaign. Here are some things Councils and Circles can do to promote the 
birth of Christ as the focus of the Christmas season. The previous explanation and much of the forthcoming 
information has been transcribed from the Supreme Website and the Surge with a Service Booklet. For more 
information, please visit the Supreme Website or Surge with a Service Booklet under Church Activities.  

• Participate in the Order-wide “Light Up For Christ” program to help share the light of the Advent season with 
your Council and Community.  

• Create your own Advent Calendar of actions you can take each day to bring you closer to Christ. Promote 
Advent wreaths in your Council bulletin as a means for families to mark the time of preparation for the 
coming celebration of Christ’s birth.  

• Sponsor a “Keep Christ in Christmas” billboard that depicts the Holy Family and the campaign’s slogan. Each 
year, Councils and circles throughout the Order display thousands of these billboards.  

• Urge all members to display a nativity scene on their property or at their place of business if they can.  

• Sponsor a “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster or essay contest for students. Display winning posters in the 
church vestibule, school hallways or your Council’s meeting place during the holidays. Essays could be read 
during Mass and at a Council sponsored event or published in local newspapers.  

• Submit a “Keep Christ in Christmas” advertisement for publication in your parish bulletin or Council 
Newsletter. Order “Keep Christ in Christmas” printed materials available from the Supreme Council Supply 
Department  

 
19 Consecration to The Holy Family prayer card #10371 

mailto:jcgreco@comcast.net
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/domestic-church/consecration-to-the-holy-family10371.pdf
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• “Jesus is the Reason for the Season” - Order lapel pins, ornaments, novelties from the Autom Catholic 
catalog: www.Autom.com.   

• Buy Christmas cards with religious themes and “Keep Christ in Christmas” car magnets. For more 
information, contact Steve Sykes: steves@wcsdist.com Tel: (951) 232-4610  

• Plan at least one Council sponsored event during December for members and their families. This could be a 
food or clothing drive, the praying of the Rosary or singing Christmas carols.  

• Conduct a Christmas Posada with your family and your Knights of Columbus Council. Order “The Posada” 
booklet from Supreme Supply Catalog; Item #9898-E,S,F20.  

• Contact your local firefighters or Marine Corps and have your Council sponsor a “Toys for Tots” drive. 

•  Organize a parish Nativity play with children from the parish or local Catholic schools.  

• Combine the Coats for Kids program with the Keep Christ in Christmas campaign by giving your coats away 
just prior to Christmas with a Christmas message attached to each coat.  

• Your priests are very busy during the Christmas season. Have your council either take your priests out to 
dinner or give each a gift card to a good restaurant in your area.  

• Resist the temptation, even when you’re in a rush or short notice to abbreviate “Christmas” as “Xmas.” 
 

The Best Presents Can’t Be Wrapped  
This Holiday season give the gift of yourself within your Council, community and family. Give these or similar 
presents of friendship, understanding, kindness, love and compassion.  

• Serve or prepare meals at a soup kitchen.  

• Visit or bring presents to children, military personnel or elderly people in the hospital. Visit someone who is 
a shut-in.  

• Send a Christmas card to someone you have not seen or talked to in years. Invite a friend or neighbor who 
will be alone to share your Christmas celebration.  

• Get the family together to clean out all closets and dressers. Donate useable clothing, shoes, blankets and 
other items to a program for needy families.  

• Send care packages to military personnel stationed overseas.  

• Supply baby clothes, diapers, car seats or cradles to underprivileged mothers. Have your Council sponsor a 
family or families in need.  

• Sponsor a drive for children to donate their old toys to youngsters.  
 
Be a part of the Holiday spirt by undertaking one or more of the items listed above and help make Christmas Merry 
for someone else and yourself. 
 
David P. Waage Chairman 
(805) 588-8124 
davidwaage@rocketmail.com 
 
 

“KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS”- CHRISTMAS CARDS AND MAGNETS 
Keep the true meaning of Christmas present in Council holiday activities. 
 
Supreme has a good selection of posters in the theme of “Keep Christ in Christmas.” These can be 
obtained from the Supreme Council Supply Department. Also, Supreme has a billboard that depicts the 
Holy Family and the Campaign’s slogan. For more information on this program, see the Church Program 
from Supreme.  
 

 
20 The Posada booklet #9898 

http://www.autom.com/
mailto:steves@wcsdist.com
mailto:davidwaage@rocketmail.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/keep-christ-in-christmas/9898-journey-to-the-inn-booklet.pdf
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Once again, we are informing you of the potential profit which can be made through your council’s 
involvement in the “Christmas Card Program”. However, the State Council is not going to be the 
middleman in these transactions. Christmas cards may be obtained from Steve Sykes (a brother knight in 
Apple Valley, Council 10494).  
 
The first step is to appoint a chairman for the program. Once that has been established, fill out the report 
form, ensure that it is signed by the Grand Knight and submit it to the chairman below. 
Fraternally, 
 
Stephen Sykes, Chairman 
WCS Distributing, Inc. 
268 W. Orange Show Lane 
San Bernardino, CA 92408 
(951) 232-4610 
steves@wcsdist.com 
 
 
 

KCIC - POSTER 
This program is open to all children ages 5-14 years old. Each poster must reflect “Keep Christ in Christmas” theme 
using a visual image created by the youth. The program guidebook21 can assist with starting this activity. The poster 
must be 11 x 17 inches in size with an entry form #502522. Note *this is different from the Substance Abuse Poster 
Contest. There are three (3) age categories, youth 5-7, 8-10, and 11-14 years old. It is open to all youth in your area. 
A child may submit as many posters as they would like with each one containing an entry form. 
 
Please note all signatures should be included with the forms.  
 
Suggested Timelines  

Level Due Dates  **Please mail early**  

Council  Mail by January 1st.  

Chapter  Mail by January 31st.  

State  Mail by February 15th.  

 
Must be mailed to Supreme by February 28th.  
 
Judging for this contest is based on the following: 30 points for Slogan, 30 points for Visuals, and 40 points for 
overall impact.  
 
Poster kits are available from Supreme (item # CPC-kit21-22-23-24) or call (203) 752-4270 to order.  Immediately 
following the local council contest, the Grand Knight should complete and submit the Keep Christ in Christmas 
Poster Contest Participation Form (#502325-26-27) to the Supreme Council Department of Fraternal Mission by 1/31.   

 
21 Keep Christ in Christmas Kit order Form #CPC-Kit 
22 Keep Christ in Christmas Advertisement Poster #5026 
23 Keep Christ in Christmas Promotional Letter #10661 
24 Keep Christ in Christmas Press Release Form #10660 
25 Keep Christ in Christmas Poster Contest Participation Form (#5023) Due 1/31 
26 Keep Christ in Christmas Participation Certificate #5028 
27 Keep Christ in Christmas Winner Certificate #5022 

mailto:steves@wcsdist.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/cpc_kit_%209_13_p.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/keep-christ-in-christmas/5026-kcic-poster-contest-vertical-poster.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/keep-christ-in-christmas/10661-kcic-poster-contest-promotional-letter.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/keep-christ-in-christmas/10660-kcic-poster-contest-press-release.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/keep-christ-in-christmas/5023-kcic-poster-contest-participation-form.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/keep-christ-in-christmas/5028-kcic-poster-contest-participant-certificate.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/keep-christ-in-christmas/5022-kcic-poster-contest-winner-certificate.pdf
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If you would like more information concerning this program you can contact the Supreme website or myself.  
 
We encourage your Council to participate so our youth can demonstrate their faith and desire to “Keep Christ in 
Christmas.” 
 
David P. Waage Chairman 
(805) 588-8124 
davidwaage@rocketmail.com 
 
 

FAMILY OF THE MONTH 
 

As Knights of Columbus, we have always 
been interested in the development of 
strong, vibrant families. To support this 
philosophy and create an even greater 
awareness of our many fine Knights of 
Columbus families, the Supreme Council 
instituted the “Family of the Month” 
program in 1978. Since that time, the 
“Family of the Month” program has 

grown to be one of the Order’s most successful programs.  
To participate in the program, your council must first select a member and his family as the “Family of the Month” 
using the guidelines explained below. Then, complete and submit the corresponding “Family of the Month” report 
form (#1066828). A copy must be sent to the State Chairman by the 15th day of the following month.  
 
On the 15th day of each month — from August through July — 100 “Family of the Month” reporting forms will be 
drawn at random from among all entries received at the Supreme Council office for the previous month. Each of the 
100 selected families will receive a beautiful Holy Family gift, along with a personal letter of congratulations from 
our Supreme Knight. These items will be sent directly to the families at their home addresses.  
 
Guidelines: 
Each council should establish a committee charged with the responsibility of selecting a “Family of the Month” each 
month. Set up guidelines to help your committee choose the most deserving council family for this honor. Listed 
below are some suggestions that may prove helpful to your committee.  

• Committees should be made up of members who know many of the council families and who want to 
support family life.  

• Committee members should interview parish priests, neighbors, council members, etc., to get 
recommendations, references and evaluations concerning council families. They should also speak directly 
to the families considered.  

• The committee should consider the following factors in their search for a “Family of the Month:”  

o Has the family made significant contributions to the Church, community and/or council?  

o Is the family tight knight? Does the family spend quality time together? 

o Does the family attend weekly Mass together? 

o Does the family pray together outside of Mass? 

o Does the family serve as a model of Catholic family values? 

 
28 Family of the Month Entry Form Due by the 15th Day of the following Month 

mailto:davidwaage@rocketmail.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/family-of-the-month-year/10668-family-of-the-month-form.pdf
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• The “Family of the Month” committee doesn’t need to seek out a “super family” each month. The 
committee should look for a family that lives traditional Christian family values and deserves recognition for 
doing so.  

 

Be sure your council honors the family chosen as “Family of the Month.” Invite the entire family to a meeting to 
receive the council’s “Family of the Month” award. The Supreme Council office has a full-color “Family of the 
Month” certificate (#184329) available for presentation. The certificate is 8½” x 11” and may be obtained from the 
Supreme Council Supply Department. “Family of the Month” certificate (#1843)  
 

FAMILY OF THE YEAR 
Each year, those councils participating in the “Family of the Month” program should also select a “Family of the 
Year.”  
 
When selecting your council’s “Family of the Year,” follow guidelines similar to those used by the committee in 
choosing each “Family of the Month.” Usually the “Family of the Year” is chosen from those families named “Family 
of the Month” in the preceding twelve months. Your judging committee should consider whether each family has 
continued to exemplify the traits of a solid Knights of Columbus family. Determine which council family stands above 
the rest in promotion of the principles of our Church and our Order. Which family can best be called the “model” 
family for all in the council to follow? In every aspect of service to the Church, community and council, as well as to 
each other, which family most deserves the title, “Family of the Year”?  
 
Your council’s “Family of the Year” should also receive a fitting tribute. To help you honor your “Family of the Year,” 
the Supreme Council office makes available a full-color “Family of the Year” certificate (#1843A30). The certificate 
measures 8½” x 11” and is signed by our Supreme Knight. Certificates are available from the Supreme Council Supply 
Department.  
 
The California State Council will conduct a statewide “Family of the Year” competition. The Supreme Council’s 
“International Family of the Year” will be chosen from among the state and provincial winners. Once your council 
selects a “Family of the Year,” use the “Family of the Year” Entry Form (#1068031) to enter that family into the 
California State Council competition. The nominations must be received by the State Chairman no later than June 1. 
Be sure to choose and enter your council winner in time for the California State Council competition.  
 

Larry J. Mastin, Chairman 
707-592-9107 
Raider1fan@yahoo.com 
 

FAMILY WEEK 
Dedicate a week to celebrate our families. Councils plan a special week for their parish celebrating family life. 
Activities presented in this program will strengthen the parish community and affirm the central importance of 
Catholic family life (The Guide Sheet32 can help you with this). 
 
Knights of Columbus councils will dedicate a special week of the year to recognize the vital importance of families as 
the foundation of our domestic church and to promote Catholic family values. When choosing a week, councils 
should consider factors that might affect parishioner schedules such as school vacations, holidays and other local 
events. 

 
29 Family of the Month Certificate #1843 
30 Family of the Year Award Certificate #1843A 
31 Family of the Year Entry Form #10680 Due 6/1 
32 Family Week Guide Sheet #10656 

mailto:Raider1fan@yahoo.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/members/programs/family-activities/family-of-the-month-1843.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/members/programs/family-activities/family-of-the-year-1843a.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/family-of-the-month-year/10680-family-of-the-year-form.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/guide-sheets/10609-family-week-guidesheet.pdf
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Though traditionally celebrated in the summer to commemorate the birth and death of the founder of the Knights 
of Columbus, Venerable Michael McGivney, this program can take place anytime during the year. 
Action Steps: 

• Working with your pastor, obtain his recommendations on organizing a Family Week. 

• Designate a specific week for your family celebrations. Choose a time that allows as many people as possible 
to participate. Be mindful of schedules of both area youth and adults and other events such as school 
vacations, holidays and local activities. 

• Plan a schedule of fun events that affirm faith and strengthen family ties. Ideally, the week of activities 
should begin with Mass on Sunday and conclude the following Sunday. 

• Order the Family Week Program Kit (#FW-Kit33) through Supplies Online. 

• Prior to the start of your Family Week, use the sample press release34 as a model to create and distribute a 
tailored release to local media. 

• Build public interest for the week’s events! Promote the Family Week activities in your parish and larger 
community through a variety of efforts:  

o Prominently display promotional posters (Calendar Poster35, Vertical Poster36, and Calendar Flyer37) 
o Bulletin announcements 
o Pulpit announcements 
o Posting on your council and parish website/ social media pages 

• Celebrate your Family Week! Remember that family prayer should play an important role in all of the 
activities that your council conducts during the week. 

• At each event, wear Knights of Columbus-branded apparel and have the council membership director set up 
a table with brochures and membership documents (including Prospect Cards #921A38). Do not forget that 
this event is a recruiting opportunity! 

• Enlist a fellow Knight or community member to photograph each event. 

• Following your Family Week, update the community on the success of all of your activities by amending the 
Family Week sample announcement and distributing it to the local media, along with energizing 
photographs from the events. 

• To gain credit for your program, complete the associated reporting forms and submit them to the Supreme 
Council Department of Fraternal Mission. Remember to retain copies for your council records. 

o At the end of the fraternal year, complete the Fraternal Programs Report Form39 (#10784) 
o At the end of the fraternal year, complete your Columbian Award Application40 (#SP-7) 

 
Celebrating Family, Fraternity and Community! 
 

Larry J. Mastin, Chairman 
707-592-9107 
Raider1fan@yahoo.com 
 
 
 

 
33 Family Week Program Kit  
34 Family Week Press Release #10656 
35 Family Week Calendar Poster #10652B 
36 Family Week Vertical Poster #10510 
37 Family Week Calendar Flyer #10652A 
38 Knights of Columbus Prospect Cart $921A 
39 Fraternal Programs Report Form #10784 
40 Columbian Award Application #SP-7 

https://www.kofc.org/un/applicationportal/AuthorizeUser.action
mailto:Raider1fan@yahoo.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/applicationportal/AuthorizeUser.action
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/family-week/10656-family-week-press-release.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/family-week/10652B-family-week-calendar-poster.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/family-week/10510-family-week-vertical-poster.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/family-week/10652A-family-week-calendar-flyer.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/membership/921a-prospect-card.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/10784-fraternal-programs-report-form.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/columbian_awardap_p.pdf
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FOOD FOR FAMILIES 
The Knights of Columbus is committed to ending hunger in local communities by asking local Councils (including 
Assemblies, Squire Circles, and Chapters) to participate in the Order-wide Food for Families Program.  
Hunger is not just a Third-World problem. In each of our communities there are people going with little or no food 
daily. Each year in many Councils, we have Brother Knights who for some reason experience difficult financial 
challenges resulting in food shortages for their families.  
 
The Knights of Columbus Food for Families Reimbursement Program was established in 2012. Under this program, 
local Knights of Columbus councils and assemblies make contributions of money and/or food to a community food 
bank or parish food pantry. For every $500 or 1,000 pounds of food contributed, the council or assembly is eligible 
for a refund of $100 from the Supreme Council. The maximum refund a council or assembly can receive is $500 per 
fraternal year. 
 
Reimbursement must be applied for prior to June 30th of the fraternal year during which contributions were made. 
 
As resources permit, councils and assemblies may provide support to multiple food banks and/or food pantries. The 
minimum contribution to qualify for a refund is $500 or 1,000 pounds of food for each food bank/food pantry 
supported. 
 
In addition to a refund for contributions, councils and assemblies are also eligible to receive a Food for Families 
plaque (and, in successive years, date plates signifying years of participation) in recognition of manpower support 
provided to food banks and food pantries. There is no minimum number of volunteers or hours to qualify for your 
plaque and/or sticker. 
 
Reporting: 
Food for Families report form (#1005741) should be submitted to Supreme anytime between July 1 and June 30 as 
long as your Council or Assembly has donated the minimum of 1000 lbs. of food and/or a $1000 donation. Please 
submit forms totaling number of pounds donated, whether you attain the target goals or not by June 30. Timely 
reporting by Councils, Assemblies, and/or Squire Circles will ensure that Supreme can continue to maintain an 
accurate count of pounds donated by California.  
 
Participating Councils/Assemblies/Circles can qualify to receive an attractive plaque by reporting activity in the 
program on the Food for Families Reimbursement Program Form (#10057) to the Supreme Council.  
 
Forms can be sent electronically to Fraternalforms@Kofc.org ; state.office@californiaknights.org ; 
Jakeb_04@hotmail.com  and your District Deputy.  
 
Forms may also be sent by U.S. Mail with copies to:  

• Knights of Columbus Department of Fraternal Mission 1 Columbus Plaza New Haven, CT 06510-3326  

• Knights of Columbus California State Council Food for Families Report Forms PO Box 2649 West Covina, CA 
91793 

 
Action Steps:  

• Meet as a Council, discuss the needs in your parish and community, and establish a commitment to run a 
Food for Families Program. 

• With this commitment in place, assign a Council Program Chairman. 

• Recruit Councils members to support the needs of your community. 

 
41 Food for Families Report Form #10057 Due 6/30 

mailto:Fraternalforms@Kofc.org
mailto:state.office@californiaknights.org
mailto:Jakeb_04@hotmail.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/food-for-families/10057-food-for-families-report-form.pdf
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• Draft an Operating Plan, Food for Families Program that the Council can support. Do not overcommit which 
may lead to failure and discouragement. 

• Based on the needs of your parish or local community, contact your local parish food pantry, community 
food bank, shelters, or soup kitchen to ensure they will be able to receive food donations and inquire if they 
have any specific needs. 

• Obtain permission from the appropriate person (pastor, business owner(s), etc.) to set up the food drive at 
the church or store and to display posters. There are many creative programs developed by Brother Knights 
throughout California. Please be willing to share your operating plans with your Brother Knights. 

• Ask nearby retail stores for empty boxes so there is a place to store donations. 

• If the council is conducting the Food Drive at the parish, have flyers available for distribution or placed in the 
pews announcing the details of the Food Drive. 

• Ask the pastor for permission to make an announcement before or after Mass about the Food Drive. 

• Be sure to include a written announcement in the parish bulletin. 

• For monetary donations, be sure to have a secure receptacle in the collection area for cash and checks. 
 
For additional information on the Food for Families Program, please contact your State Food for Families 
Representatives. We are here for you! 
 
Jacob S. Billeter, Chairman Carlos I. Cuellar, Committeeman  
(626) 241-4695 
Jakeb_04@hotmail.com  

(619) 670-6121 
Cicuellar@sbcglobal.net  

 

 
 

YOUTH SUPPORT & RECOGNITION 
The Youth Support & Recognition program is designed to recognize the contributions of those children in our Church 
who best exemplify the designation as a Disciple of Christ, in both word and deed. The State Council will honor 
members of Catholic youth groups, the Altar Server Societies, and the General Scholarship programs who excel in 
their support of our priests and our parishes, and who are active in the apostolic works of mercy in their 
communities. These young men and women stand as an example of discipleship and inspire other youth to emulate 
this life in Christ. Please describe the child's contributions and the impact this had on the lives around them.  
 
"Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me." 
 
George F. Eilhardt, Chairman 
(916) 987-7367 
gfeihardt@gmail.com  
 
 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
The Knights of Columbus have several worthy programs that are often overlooked. One of these is the State Council 
Scholarship awards program. This program is specifically designed for high school seniors planning to enter college 
or students who are currently enrolled in a College or University.  
 
It is important to stress that this is a “Council Activity” and not run by the state. The program is built upon the 
premise that all brother knights of each Council actively promote this valuable Program that supports the youth of 
our State. The primary contacts for questions from the Scholarship Applicants are the Council Grand Knight and the 
Council scholarship program chairman.  
 
Eleven scholarships will be awarded by the California State Council at the annual State Convention in the following 
categories:  

mailto:Jakeb_04@hotmail.com
mailto:Cicuellar@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gfeihardt@gmail.com
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• Academic: Seven student scholarships of $1,000 each for those entering or resuming college 

• Religious: Three scholarships (Jerome J. Junk Memorial Scholarship) worth $1,000 each to those who are, or 
will be, attending a vocational religious school  

• Squire: One scholarship (the Father Joseph Geary Scholarship) of $1,000 to a current or former Columbian 
Squire entering or resuming college.  

 
In addition to these scholarships from the California State Council, the Past State Deputies Association will award 
one Scholarship of $750 to an eligible applicant from any of the three categories above.  
 
Qualifications for Academic Scholarships (March 1 deadline)  
Academic scholarship applicants must meet one of the following requirements:  

• A member of the Knights of Columbus in good standing in a California Council 

• The spouse, son or daughter of a Knights of Columbus member in good standing in a California Council 

• The spouse, son or daughter of a deceased member, who was in good standing with a California Council at 
the time of his death. 

• A former Squire and son of a Knight of Columbus member in good standing in a California Council 

 
Qualifications for Religious Scholarships (March 1 deadline)  
Applicants for the Religious scholarship must be in good standing with his/ her diocese or Order (seminary or school 
of formation). The deadline for these scholarships is timed to be shortly after the diocese makes assignments.  
 
Required Documents  
Accurate and complete forms are required as part of eligibility:  

1. ALL: The appropriate application completed by the applicant with the verification of eligibility and the 
correct attestation/ endorsement signatures 

2. ALL: Answers to the Personal Statement questions 

3. ACADEMIC: Scholastic records (SAT, ACT or official high school transcripts). Continuing students should 
submit official transcripts for all previous college level courses. 

4. ACADEMIC: A written recommendation (one page in length) from three personal supporters (excluding 
parent or guardian), 

5. RELIGIOUS: A statement of recommendation from a key supporter, such as, a statement of recommendation 
from: Novice Master, Prior or Superior or other in charge of formation. 

 
To qualify for a scholarship, complete and submit the appropriate application, the Personal Statement and all 
required documents in a single hardcopy packet no later than the stated deadline for the application. Apply for a 
scholarship with the understanding that completing all the required steps may take some time (up to three months). 
Incomplete forms, missing signatures, undated applications, supplemental pages without names and other similar 
omissions will delay the Committee review and may disqualify the application.  
 
A list of scholarships and their applications can be found online at: 
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/programs/scholarships/index.html.  
 
Use the appropriate application and verification forms following this article. 
 
As a last resort, request the appropriate application form from the State Scholarship Chairman, or request the 
appropriate application form by writing the State Council at PO Box 2649, West Covina,91793; Email: 
state.office@californiaknights.org or calling (909) 434-0460. 
 
Awarding the Scholarships  

https://www.kofc.org/en/members/programs/scholarships/index.html
mailto:state.office@californiaknights.org
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The State Scholarship Committee will evaluate the applications, and the State Deputy will announce the winners at 
the Annual California State Convention. The State Council pays the scholarship directly to the school after 
confirmation of full-time enrollment.  
 
Scoring Criteria  
The Scholarship Committee will evaluate applications with emphasis on the following:  

• Completeness and accuracy of applicant details on the application, personal statement and all submitted 
paperwork, 

• A balance between academic performance, community service and other volunteer activities, work and job 
progression progress, 

• A concise and compelling personal perspective in the Personal Statement essay, 

• Recommendations that reveal your strengths and accomplishments from the eyes of the author, and 

• Overall neatness of the submitted hardcopy packet 
(Note: Electronic submissions will not be accepted)  
 
Please submit completed applications to:  
Nicholas R. Vilicich 
Scholarship Chairman 
1414 Brett Pl #348  
San Pedro CA 90732-5094 
310-874-5985 
nicholas_vilicich@yahoo.com 
 
Application packet checklist  
(Submit all documents in one hardcopy packet to the State Scholarships Chairman):  

☐Completed application with all required signatures and dates. 

☐Answers to the three questions by the applicant (one page for each answer). 

☐Three written recommendations from non-relatives. 

☐Transcripts and /or other academic performance from schools. 

☐Submitted and post-marked by March 1. 
 
Application packet checklist (submit all documents in one hardcopy packet to the State Scholarships Chairman):  

☐Completed application with all required signatures and dates. 

☐Answers to the three questions by the applicant (one page for each answer). 

☐Three written recommendations from non-relatives. 

☐Transcripts and /or other academic performance from schools. 

☐Submitted and post-marked by March 1. 
 
Nicholas R. Vilicich, Chairman 
310-874-5985 
nicholas_vilicich@yahoo.com  
 
 

EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM 
The Knights of Columbus is founded on membership and growth and developing programs for young men who can 
build into a member for the local council. According to the website Newman Connections, there are 24 Newman 
Centers throughout the state. First, we need to work on building the relationship with your local Newman Center 
and/or college groups. Reaching out to that Newman Center Director and treat the Newman Center as a roundtable 
parish.  

mailto:nicholas_vilicich@yahoo.com
mailto:nicholas_vilicich@yahoo.com
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Assign a member to be the point of contact between the council and Newman Center. At first be a support 
organization to the Newman Center. Raising money for the Newman Centers for their programs and services will be 
greatly appreciated. Meet with the Director of the Newman Center to find out their needs. Don’t come in thinking 
that you want the Newman Center to do Knights of Columbus programs. There are so many Newman Centers that 
are doing a great job as is, and all they need is the financial support. That means not all colleges need to have a 
college council.  
 
When it comes to developing membership through college age men, there are several points to know.  

• First, college students are at point in their life where they are focused on their education. Adding another 
program or organization to their schedule will most likely discourage the member from continuing their 
membership.  

• Secondly be aware that college students are at a fluid point in their life. Don’t expect a college age member 
to be a part of your council for a lot of years. But that doesn’t mean you discourage some to join the Knights 
of Columbus.  

• Lastly the young adult men are looking for more than just Sunday mass, they want to learn about their faith 
and build community with fellow parishioners. This is where the Knights of Columbus councils can be 
supporting Newman Centers and Parish Young Adult programs. 
 

George F. Eilhardt, Chairman 
(916) 987-7367 
gfeihardt@gmail.com  
 
 

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY 

 
“A Family that prays together, stays together.” “FAMILY – Father and Mother, I Love You!” 

 
Our relationship with God and each other is the foundation of the family. Having a strong marriage bond will 
strengthen the family. Strengthen your family! Strengthen your marriage with God.  
 
The Knights of Columbus would like to help strengthen your family and your marriage bond with God, we encourage 
you to dedicate a time each day for family prayers. Holding each other’s hands during the family prayers as a symbol 
of family unity. As you pray your family prayers, we ask that you include this prayer below. When it is time to say 
this prayer, the husband should take his bride’s hands, place them together, and wrap his own hands around hers. 
As husband and wife, pray these words: 

Our Marriage Prayer.  
Lord, help us to remember when we first met  
and the strong love that grew between us  
To work that love into practical things  
So that nothing can divide us  
We ask for words both kind and loving  
and hearts always ready to ask for forgiveness  

mailto:gfeihardt@gmail.com
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as well as to forgive  
Dear Lord, we put our marriage into your hands  
Amen  
 

Praying the Our Marriage Prayer is just one of the activities in the World Day of Marriage Program. World Marriage 
Day will be celebrated on the second Sunday of February each year. 
 
Romeo Cabrera, Chairman 
(510) 589-1561 
relc1111@gmail.com 
 
 

FAMILY PRAYER NIGHT 
A Higher Purpose 
Strengthen the bonds within our parishes and build faith-filled families. This is an opportunity for council members, 
their families, and the whole parish community to come together once a month for an evening of prayer, dinner, 
and fellowship. 
 
Overview 
Catholics often struggle with the reality that they do not have the opportunity to socialize and/or pray with other 
faith-filled Catholic families. It can be quite a challenge to raise our children in the faith when their only exposure 
comes from Mom and Dad. Put plainly, the majority of our time can easily be spent in secular circles unless we 
intentionally create ways to live out the domestic church. Family Prayer Night is an opportunity for children to be 
exposed to regular people living their faith in a casual setting. Families of council members, as well as other Catholic 
families within the parish and community, will gather for prayer, dinner and fellowship. Multiple groups can be 
formed, and families are encouraged to rotate between these groups. 
 
Chairman Role and Responsibilities 

• Promote attendance at Family Prayer Nights in the parish, council, and community. 

• Coordinate which families are willing to host and/or participate in the event. 

• Work with participating families to set dates for Family Prayer Nights, well in advance. 

• Ensure a welcoming, joyous, and reverent atmosphere at all Family Prayer Nights. 

• Complete and submit all associated reporting forms to Supreme Council Department of Fraternal Mission. 
 
Action Steps 

• Before preparations begin for your Family Prayer Night Program, assess interest among your council, parish, 
and larger community to see which families would participate. Ask your pastor for his input and suggestions 
on potential host families. 

• Build public interest before each Family Prayer Night! Promote the event in your parish and larger 
community through a variety of efforts: 

o Prominently display promotional posters (which can be ordered through Supplies Online42) 
o Bulletin announcements 
o Pulpit announcements 
o Posting on your council and parish website/social media pages 

• The Family Prayer Night chairman should strongly consider hosting the first Prayer Night to model the 
proper format and launch the program. 

• Coordinate a schedule for upcoming Prayer Nights. The same day every month does not necessarily need to 
be used. That said, families who regularly attend may prefer a certain day of the week. Make sure that 

 
42 Knights of Columbus Supplies Online 

mailto:relc1111@gmail.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/applicationportal/AuthorizeUser.action
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Family Prayer Nights are scheduled three to four months in advance so that they can be properly advertised 
and families can plan ahead. 

• Before each event, remind attending families that the meal at Family Prayer Night is potluck-style. Suggest 
that families bring a side or main dish to share, as their means allow. The Family Prayer Night chairman 
should work with that month’s host family to coordinate the potluck, to the best of his ability. 

• A typical Family Prayer Night should ideally last between two and three hours, with guests leaving as 
needed.  

• The schedule should include, but not be limited to: 
o Introductory period to meet the other families. 
o Prayer in community 
o A fun activity such as a game 
o Meal and social time 
o Concluding prayer 

• On the day of the event, consider wearing Knights of Columbus-branded apparel and bring Knights of 
Columbus brochures and membership documents (including Prospect Cards #921A43). Do not forget that this 
event is a recruiting opportunity! 

• To gain credit for your program, complete the associated reporting forms and submit them to the Supreme 
Council Department of Fraternal Mission. Remember to retain copies for your council records. 

 
Guidelines 
The purpose of Family Prayer Night is to embody the domestic church by having a fun gathering of regular people, 
living their faith in a casual setting. The goal is not to discuss high-level theology, but to simply enjoy family and 
faith. The prayers said should be Catholic and chosen by Family Prayer Night participants. Allow prayers to be 
generated organically and relate to the events in the lives of those present, as opposed to following a rigid 
prescription for the night. If you need help getting started, consider using the resources available in the Knights of 
Columbus Catholic Information Service Building the Domestic Church Series, particularly: 

• #309 - Prayer Time44 

• #319 - A Scriptural Rosary for the Family45 

• #304 - Lord, Teach Us to Pray46 
 
There are many life-changing events taking place every day in the lives of our council members and parish families. 
This group is the perfect place to discuss and to pray for guidance on milestone events such as an upcoming 
wedding, anniversary or birth. It is also an opportunity to offer support in cases of illness, death or other concern. 
 
Since this is a Family Prayer Night, one of the few rules is that every family member should be able to participate, in 
some form. For example, praying the rosary may be a bit mature for a toddler, but he/she can drop a marble in a 
cup to count the prayers or place a flower in a vase for every decade. There are simple but meaningful ways to 
incorporate all into the prayer and joy of the night! Invite your parish priest, but do not pressure him to preside over 
the evening. Allow him the opportunity to enjoy the evening as a guest, in the relaxed family atmosphere. 
 
Family Prayer Nights are intended to be conducted regularly. In order to fulfill the requirements of the program, 
Family Prayer Nights should occur at least quarterly, four times during the fraternal year. Hosting more prayer nights 
is better and monthly Family Prayer Nights are ideal! Consider inviting someone from the parish or council to explain 
their vocation/job and what brought them to that position – or a more formal Catholic presenter. 
 

 
43 Knights of Columbus Prospect Cards 921A 
44 Prayer Time Booklet #309 
45 A Scriptural Rosary for the Family #319 
46 Lord, Teach Us to Pray #304 

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/membership/921a-prospect-card.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/cis309.pdf
http://www.kofc.org/en/resources/cis/cis319.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/en/cis/audio/304.html
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May the light of God be with you and yours! 
 
Dennis P. Valerio, Chairman 
(510) 499-7961 
Dennis.valerio@comcast.net  
 

GOOD FRIDAY FAMILY PROMOTION 
Good Friday is a very special day for all Catholics. As part of the High Holy Days of the Church’s Holy Week Triduum, 
we reflect on the Passion and Death of our Lord Jesus which is reflected by the red vestments worn by the 
celebrants. We are touched in mind and heart with God’s infinite love for us. To think that Jesus died on a cross – we 
are overpowered by God’s compassion and mercy. God could have saved us with a single word and yet he wanted us 
to know the depth of His love.  

 
On this day, Jesus shows his great love for us by freely accepting the indignities of 
scourging and crucifixion. He accepted the destiny of dying for each one of us.  
 
The Good Friday liturgy is made up of three main parts. The first part includes the 
Solemn Intercessions where we pray for all those entering the Church at the Easter 
Vigil, our Protestant and Jewish brothers and sisters, and even those who don’t 
believe in God. The faithful then receive Holy Communion (consecrated on Holy 
Thursday since there is no mass on Good Friday) which is then followed by Adoration 
of the Cross. A collection is taken during the service for the Christians in the Holy 

Land.  
 
The Good Friday liturgy is an excellent opportunity for Knights to lead their families in recognizing God’s great love 
for us. Councils should encourage their members to attend the liturgy as a family instead of as individuals. Knights 
should accompany their families to the altar both for Adoration of the Cross and for Holy Communion. The Good 
Friday Collection for the Holy Land is crucial for helping the Christians living there survive. As you know the 
Christians are a minority in the Holy Land often undergoing persecutions. In spite of this, their communities survive 
but your help is crucial to their survival. Knights should give generously to this collection and explain its significance 
to their families. 
 
William J. Uberti, Chairman 
(858) 842-4000 
cdrbilluscg@earthlink.net  
 

AT RISK YOUTH OUTREACH  
Our youth are the leaders of tomorrow. As Knights of Columbus, we have an opportunity, and indeed, a 
responsibility, to provide youth with the means to become personally committed and involved in meeting the 
challenges of our times. 
 
These activities can take many forms.  Members can be encouraged to volunteer themselves in other Parish or 
community-based youth groups and programs where there is a need for adult leaders. 
 
The Knights of Columbus further supports youth with a number of bursary programs available to the sons and 
daughters of members and deceased members. 
 
Alexei Lukban, Chairman 
(415) 439-3041 
alexeilukban@yahoo.com 

mailto:Dennis.valerio@comcast.net
mailto:cdrbilluscg@earthlink.net
mailto:alexeilukban@yahoo.com
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WIDOWS AND WIDOWERS’ APPRECIATION PROGRAM 
 
Our founder, Blessed Michael McGivney, created the Knights of Columbus to serve the 
needs of his parishioners and in the Prayer for the Canonization of Blessed Michael 
McGivney it reads: “God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow 
and orphan…”  
 
Through the efforts of the San Diego Diocese Chapter, they have been showing their 
appreciation to the Widows of Brother Knights and Widower Brother Knights for their 
loss and timeless efforts to the Knights of Columbus.  
 
This new State Council program is designed to have each Council annually show their 
appreciation to those within their respective jurisdiction through either a luncheon, 
dinner, gift baskets or whichever way they decide. 
 

This program is designed to have the ladies of the Council coordinate the event.  They should decide the type of 
event (luncheon, dinner, etc.), decorations and gifts.  Grand Knights are encouraged to develop the budget for this 
event and invite guest speakers. Council Grand Knights are encouraged to invite and escort their guests (Widow 
and/or Widower) to the event. All guests are provided the meal at no cost. If conducting a luncheon or dinner, it his 
highly encouraged to have members of the Councils be the ‘host servers’ by being waiters, kitchen assistants and 
clean up detail. ‘Waiters’ should dress in black pants and white shirts.  
 
It is encouraged to conduct this event during Lent or during the Easter Season.  Of course, this is all incumbent on 
venue availability. 
 
Promote the Widows and Widowers’ Appreciation Program at your chapter, district, council, and assembly meetings 
please.  Encourage all districts and chapters to participate in this new program.   
 
Your Sister in Christ, 
 
Lady Carla Trevino 
(858) 602-6437 
cjotrevino@gmail.com 
 
 

mailto:cjotrevino@gmail.com
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COMMUNITY PROGRAM CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
 

My Brother Knights, 
 
What great opportunities we have, to make our communities a better place to live. 
 
Like many Knights, I have been involved in various programs that show our 
compassion for our fellow man. 
 
I honestly believe there is no better feeling than seeing the smiles on faces and 
receiving a “thank you” from the people we serve. 
 
If you enjoy sports, we have the Basketball and Soccer Challenges designed for the 
youths. 
 
Coats for Kids is another outreach to the youths in our communities. 
 
A featured program is the Wheelchair Mission, where the wheelchairs are 
distributed around the world. 
 
And Leave No Neighbor Behind is especially needed during this pandemic. 
 
Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ. 
Galatians 6:2 
 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
Matt Troiano, Chairman 
(925) 493-1137 
Matt_troiano2001@yahoo.com 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Matt_troiano2001@yahoo.com
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COMMUNITY PROGRAM ACTIVITIES 
YOUTH – ESSAY 
There will be three essay competitions for the current Columbian year. 
 
Group A: Supreme Essay Competition. “Catholic Citizenship” – 8th thru 12th grades 
Group B: California State Essay. “Catholic Stewardship” – 4th thru 7th grades 
Group C: California. “Keep Christ In Christmas” Essay – 8th thru 12th grades 
 
The purpose of the essays is to promote an awareness of responsibility and accountability of the students 
in their Catholic education. Involvement is quite easy and helps develop a relationship between your 
Council and the youth of the community. The students and their parents become aware of the Knights and 
their role and involvement in today’s society. Start by contacting all the Catholic school principals, Parish 
Faith Formation Coordinators (CCD) and the Youth Group Ministries/Coordinators in your parishes. Make 
them more aware of the ideals on which our Order was founded and they should be willing to participate. 
 
Eligibility: Open to all Catholic/Christian students in public, private or parochial schools. Essay Submissions 
will fall into three groups. 
 
Group A: Grades 8th thru 12th (Qualifies for submission to State and Supreme) 
Group B: Grades 4th thru 7th (for Council, Chapter and State Levels Only – Does Not Advance to Supreme) 
Group C: Grades 8th thru 12th (for Council, Chapter and State Levels Only – Does Not Advance to 
Supreme) 
 
Topic for Group A - 8th grade thru 12th grades 
“Discuss how trusting in God during a difficult time has helped you or someone you know find the strength 
and hope to endure it.” - (This is the Catholic Citizenship topic for the Current Columbian Year) 
 
In an essay 500-750 words consider especially those times when it was a challenge to understand why 
something was happening. Consider also sharing any lessons about faith and hope you or someone you 
know may have learned from this experience. 
 
Topics for Group B 
4th Grade Topic: “Ways I share My Time, Talents and Treasures at Home, School, and in My Church 
Community.” 
5th Grade Topic: “In my life, who have been my Spiritual Role Models and Why?” 
6th Grade Topic: “How do I live Jesus’ Teaching, “To Love Thy Neighbor?” 
7th Grade Topic: “How My Catholic / Christian School Education has influenced My Personal Values” 
 
Topic for Group C - 8th grade thru 12th grade 
“How do you keep Jesus as the FOCUS during the Christmas season” 
 
This Essay program is part of the “Keep Christ In Christmas” project. Family Programs The Supreme 
Competition Kit (Group A) can be ordered thru http://www.californiaknights.org found on the State 
website under Resources, Forms, Council Forms. The Entry forms for Group B & C can be downloaded from 
the State Website under Forms. 
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Awards 
Awards are strongly encouraged and recommended at the Council/Chapter levels for Group A & B & C. 
Presenting the awards at a regular school assembly or at a Mass (with the pastor’s permission) enhances 
our reputation as a Catholic family organization and provides a special recruitment opportunity. 
 
Group A (8th through 12th Grade) State level - 1st Place plaque for each Grade Level Plus $100 Gift card 
Group B (4 th through 7 th Grade) California Only State Level - 1st Place Plaque for each grade level Plus 
$100 Gift card 
Group C (8 th through 12 th Grade) California Only State Level - 1st Place Plaque for each Grade Level Plus 
$100 Gift card 
 
Essay Rules 
Group A 
1. The essay will be 500-700 words, typed and double-spaced. 
2. The top essay from each grade will be scored by the Council Chairman and submitted to the Chapter 
Chairman for Group A. 
3. All Council submissions must have the Supreme essay form attached and include the signature of the 
student and parent(s) or guardian. Teachers may be the witness. 
4. The Chapter will submit the best essay from each grade to the State Chairman. State Chairman will 
judge the top essay in each grade group (8th thru 12th) submitted. 
5. The State Chairman will advance the top essay in each grade level to Supreme for Group A. 
6. Entry sheets must be signed by the Grand Knights with the Council number and Chapter on the bottom 
of the entry sheet. 
7. Students are not too have their name or signature on the Essay, only entry Sheet. 
 
NOTE: Please make sure that that the Council downloads the Supreme Essay Instruction sheet that is to be 
printed on the back of the Supreme Entry form. This instruction sheet is on the state website. 
 
Group B 
1. The essay must be 250-500 words, typed and double-spaced. Hand written essays will be accepted but 
may result in a lower score if illegible. 
2. All Council submissions must have revised Council/Chapter/State essay form. 
3. Group B Entry form available on the State Website under Forms. Do Not use the Supreme Entry form. 
4. The signature of the student and the parent(s) or guardian is a must. Teacher may be the Witness. 
5. The top essay from each grade will be scored by the Council Chairman and submitted to the Chapter 
Chairman for Group B. 
6. Chapter Chairman will score top essay in each grade group and submit to State Chairman. 
7. State Chairman will judge the top essay in each grade group (4th thru 7th) submitted to State. 
8. State Plaques & Gift cards will be awarded for each winner. 
9. Entry sheets must be signed by the Grand Knights with the Council number on the bottom of Entry 
sheet. 
10. Students are not too have their name or signature on the Essay, only the entry sheet. 
 
Group C 
1. The essay will be 500-700 words, typed and double-spaced. 
2. The top essay from each grade will be scored by the Council Chairman and submitted to the Chapter 
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Chairman for Group C 
3. All Council submissions must have the NEW State Entry sheet form attached and include the signature 
of the student and parent(s) or guardian. Teachers may be the witness. 
4. Entry sheets must be signed by the Grand Knights and the Council number on the bottom of the entry 
sheet. 
5. Students are not to have their name or signature on the Essay, only the entry sheet  
 
Judging Criteria 
All Essay competitions will be judged on the following 100-point system as follows: 
1. Content: Clear and logical presentation of theme Up to 35 points 
2. Grammar: Organization, sentence construction, punctuation, and correct spelling Up to 30 points 
3. Style: Creativity and imagination in the development of the topic and use of proper vocabulary Up to 35 
points. 
 
Schedule 
July/October Order Kits for Group A from Supreme #EA-KIT50, on-line PDF as soon as you can. 
July/October Get Entry forms for Group B & C51 from the California State website where you can obtain 
the following documents: 
• Winners certificates for “KCIC” Essay and the “Catholic Stewardship” Essays. 
• Participation certificates for Group B & C. 
• A Winners certificate for all the Chapter Winners. 
 
It will be the responsibility of each Council to download the certificates & print the number needed. 
Winner’s certificates should be printed on 8PT Glossy paper. Participation certificates on 110# paper. Any 
print shop can help you. (Staples – Office Depot) There will be an Instruction form for the Group A 
Supreme Essay to copy on the back of the Supreme Entry forms also with the Supreme topic. 
August – Dec. 31 Contact Schools- - Youth Ministries, Faith Formation Coordinators and Church parishes. 
Council competition starts among schools. Publish competitions in Local papers/Church Bulletin & 
Community radio/TV announcements if possible. 
 
January 30 Council level judging for Group C Winners only. 
February 15 Council winners for Group C to Chapter Essay Chairman 
March 01 Chapter level judging for Group C Winners to State Essay Chairman. 
Feb. 15 Council level judging for Group A & B Winners 
Feb .28 Council send Grade A & B winners to Chapter Chairman. 
March 10 Chapter level judging for Group A & B Winners to State Essay Chairman 
March 20 State level judging for Group A and B. Essays received after this date are disqualified. 
April 1 State Essay Chairman sends Winners listing to State Program Awards Chairman for all levels 4th 
grade thru 12th grade for Awards. 
April 15 Group A Winners Only sent to Supreme by April 20. Due Supreme to April 30 
 
Winners will be announced at the State Convention. 
 
Claire E. Tryon, Chairman 
(925) 673-8564 
greyeototo@gmail.com 

mailto:greyeototo@gmail.com
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YOUTH – POSTER 
I am the California State Substance Abuse Poster Chairman. This year there are new changes to the Substance Abuse 
Poster program. You will NO longer be able to get the SA-Kit from Supreme since they are no longer supporting this 
program at the Supreme level. 
 
The good news is, that California Knights of Columbus Council are still concerned about the drug and alcohol abuse 
problem and will continue to support this program. The SA Poster program will remain the same except there will no 
longer be a Supreme Level of competition. The old SA kit has been reformatted and you can now download this 
electronically. To receive a kit, please email me at pineschibob@yahoo.com, see the California State website or see 
below for Entry, Rules and Participation forms. Please use these new forms in this kit for your competition. 
 
This contest is open to all youth from 8 – 14 years old from your community. They are asked to design and create 
posters that communicate a message of sobriety and the dangers of substance abuse. Their efforts are submitted to 
local councils for judging. The winners from each Council will go up to the Chapter level competition. The Chapter 
winners will progress to the State Level of Competition All Chapter Winners will be sent to the State SA Chairman. 
Prizes are awarded along the way to winning entries. Winning posters become the property of the Knights of 
Columbus. 
 
Eligibility Requirements: 
Contestants will complete in two age groups for purposes of judging: (Age as of January 1st) 

1. Age 8 through 11 
2. Age 12 through 14 

 
Poster Topics: 
Entries in the Substance Abuse Awareness Poster Contest fall under only one of two topics: 

1. Alcohol Awareness and Abuse 
2. Drug Awareness and Abuse 

Entrant can only enter in one of the categories.  
 
Judging Criteria: 
Teams of young people, Knights, teachers, administrators, students, substance abuse counselors and law 
enforcement officials should be involved in judging the posters. In keeping with the theme of giving young people 
the opportunity to develop their own solutions to the challenges they face, it is particularly important to involve 
young people in the process. The criteria for scoring posters are listed below and must be written on the Poster 
Entry form: 
 
Criteria Description Point Range 
Slogan-    How clearly is the theme presented?    1 to 30 
Visuals-   How well do the visuals convey the message?   1 to 30 
Overall Impact-   How effective is the poster in capturing your  

attention and causing you to reflect on the topic?  1 to 40 
 
Awards: 
The local Council, Chapter, and State Council will determine monetary or other prizes for participation. Winner and 
participant certificates should be awarded. You can download these certificates and the Substance Abuse packet in 
the folder at the California State Website under forms. 
 
Timeline: 
Contest can start as early as September and run to middle of January. After your competition, Send a copy of the 
Participation form to the California State Poster Chairman.  

mailto:pineschibob@yahoo.com
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Additional questions should be directed to the Chapter or State Chairman. Local competition for the Poster Contest 
is under the authority of the Council Program Chairman or Council Youth Chairman. Subsequent competition will be 
under the authority of the State Poster Chairman and State Community Activity Chairman. 
 
David P. Waage, Chairman 
(805) 588-8124 
davidwaage@rocketmail.com 
 
 

DISASTER RESPONSE 
Under the direction of Brother Knight and New York City Fire Department Captain Alfredo 
Fuentes, the Supreme Council is developing a disaster response team in each jurisdiction. 
These teams, composed of current and former first responders and volunteers, will provide 
assistance in the wake of natural and/or manmade catastrophes.  
 

My brother knights, the definition of Volunteer, in the dictionary is: (A person who undertakes and performs or 
offers to perform a service or duty). Knights in every council are asked to consider what they can do in their 
community to prepare and respond to these types of emergencies. Types of emergencies, Floods from overflow 
dams, fires (House, Wildfires & Car Fires) and yes here in California, Earthquakes. If any place a Second Responders 
Team is needed, it’s here in California. There are some ways we can do this, like making our council hall and/or 
parishes hall or parking lot (with the Pastor permission) available to emergencies responders as command posts 
and/or distribution centers, this is where we as Knights can step-up to provide Food, Clothes, everyday living 
Supplies and/or Shelter. When a natural emergency happens, the parish parishioners and the community look at the 
parish and us for assistance. We as Knights must be ready and work to quickly place communities on the path to 
recovery. Right now, Supreme is waiting for a jurisdiction to step-up and start a pilot program for the, “The Second 
Responders Program”. So that it can be initiative in other jurisdictions throughout the United States and then in the 
Countries the order is present in. 
 
There is a role for all Knights as participants in this initiative. Being a second responder does not require previous 
emergency work. On the council level I would like to see 3 or more active members of the council take classes to get 
there First Aid/CPR Certification. And one or more members of each council CPR/AED Certified. This would be a 
benefit to the council for the members and the community. The council hall and/or parish would be protected under 
the California Good Samaritan Law (California Health and Safety Code Section 1799.102). Not only the certification 
but we as knights can put together comfort packs at all councils. Packs that have everyday living items, seal with our 
Knights of Columbus Seal, packs made for Adults (Man & Woman) and packs for Children (Boys & Girls). The packs 
are for distribution to family members in an emergency or given the parishes in an emergency for distribution.  
 
For this program to work I’m reaching out to all Knights of Columbus Members and their families. To help your 
parishes and community in an emergency, the California State Council encourages the members of your council to 
consider involvement.  
 
THE EMERGENCY WILL COME AND WE AS KNIGHTS MUST BE READY TO ACT 
 
Joseph L. Galbraith, Chairman 
(818) 317-5787 
J2gal2000@yahoo.com  
 
 
 

mailto:davidwaage@rocketmail.com
mailto:J2gal2000@yahoo.com
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GLOBAL WHEELCHAIR MISSION 
The American Wheelchair Mission is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization whose mission is to deliver brand new free 
wheelchairs and mobility aids to physically disabled children, teens and adults throughout the world who are 
without mobility and lack the means to acquire such devices. Since 2003 Knights of Columbus have sponsored the 
delivery of over 70,000 brand new wheelchairs throughout the world. The American Wheelchair Mission estimates 
that there are over 100 million people, world-wide, who need and cannot afford a wheelchair. It is further estimated 
that, on average, when you consider family, friends, teachers, employers and others, for every wheelchair delivered 
the lives of about 10 people are impacted in a very positive way. This extraordinary program, embraced first by 
Knights in California, is now one of our Supreme Council’s “Featured 8” programs.  
 
Wheelchair Sunday Parish Drives 
A “Wheelchair Sunday” is where representatives from The American Wheelchair Mission make presentations of 
about 10 minutes (including a video of about 4 minutes) during every weekend Mass (preferably after the Homily) 
and a second collection is asked. Parishioners have thanked their Pastors for bringing this wonderful mission to their 
church. This program also provides an example of the charitable work that Knights of Columbus are doing, and many 
Catholic gentlemen have joined the Knights after witnessing this extraordinary program.  
 
One of the most common and wonderful comments we receive from the recipients of the wheelchairs, and their 
families, is that we have just answered their prayers. Tears of joy flow with a heartfelt embrace or clasp of hands, 
and we know we are doing God’s work here on earth.  
 
For people with physical disabilities a wheelchair means that children are able to go to school, adults can to work 
and provide for their families and the elderly can get of a bed they may have been confined in for many years. A 
person can do something as simple as to sit at the family dinner table (these things we take for granted every day).  
 
To learn more about how you can hold a Wheelchair Sunday parish drive at your church, or for other information 
please contact Brother Dan Moberg at dmoberg@amwheelchair.org or Louis Salvatore at loukofc76@juno.com or 
visit the American Wheelchair Mission’s website at: www.amwheelchair.org 
 
Louis M. Salvatore 
Chairman 

Christopher J. Lewis 
Consultant 

Daniel L. Moberg 
Consultant 

Michael Ohler 
Committeeman 

(707) 301-0332 
Loukofc76@juno.com  

(805) 205-0069 
clewis@amwheelchair.org  

(208) 457-0745 
dmoberg@amwheelchair.org  

(805) 231-2870 
edwardmcastillo@verizon.net 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Vision  
The committee goal for the Columbian year is to promote, educate and encourage councils to volunteer and create 
a budget line item for Habitat for Humanity (HFH). The long-term goal is together as a State organization reach full 
Home Sponsorship of $75,000. This would afford every council to be treated as a ‘sponsor’ and participate in builds 
across the state.  
 
Background  
As a featured Knights of Columbus Community program, Habitat for Humanity offers Knights of Columbus councils 
continued opportunities to help our communities and families.  
 
Last year, Knights, at the local level, reported donating more than 1.3 million volunteer service hours and $1.7 
million to Habitat for Humanity helping to build or renovate houses for deserving families in need.  
 
Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, Christian organization founded in 1976 that seeks to eliminate poverty housing 
and homelessness one family at a time. The organization assists in providing quality-built, affordable homes to 
needy families by cooperatively involving the future homeowner with community volunteers and 

file:///C:/Users/Jim/Documents/Knights/2021-2022%20Program%20Director/www.amwheelchair.org
mailto:Loukofc76@juno.com
mailto:clewis@amwheelchair.org
mailto:dmoberg@amwheelchair.org
mailto:edwardmcastillo@verizon.net
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suppliers to build or renovate their home. To date, Habitat for Humanity has provided more than 3 million people 
with safe, personal shelter.  
 
In addition to a down payment, recipients work alongside the construction crew and volunteers, and are then 
provided an affordable mortgage plan. Knights look favorable on the mission of Habitat for Humanity, which not 
only helps people to become homeowners, but actively involves them in their homes' preparation and construction. 
This teaches them valuable skills, develops confidence and provides experience. In addition, many families will 
create “sweat equity” with the hours of actually working to build their home.  
 
Positive Consequences for Councils  
HFH volunteering helps councils in many ways because participation:  

• Generates a renewed interest in Council activities. 

• Increases active retention of those involved. 

• Generates participation and interest in our Council at the parish. 

• Rejuvenates brother knights not seen at general meetings. 

• Helps the community and supports our Bishops. 
 
At your local level, your council has a unique and rewarding community opportunity to volunteer and help Habit for 
Humanity. Explore and join this great community volunteer effort. Contact the local Habitat for Humanity affiliate in 
your community. Visit www.habitat.org or e-mail volunteer@habitat.org for information on your local affiliate. They 
will be able to brief you on the volunteer opportunities available to council members, prospects and families.  
 
How Councils Can Participate in HFH  
For the most up-to-date information on how your council can participate with Habitat for Humanity, please visit the 
Knights of Columbus website: www.kofc.org or the Knights of Columbus Fraternal Training Portal47.  
 
There are 3 primary methods councils can get involved, Sponsor Builds, through the Team Building Program and 
helping without Sponsorship:  
 
Sponsor Builds  

• Sponsorship opportunities begin at $5,000 up to a full Home Sponsorship of $75,000. 

• Sponsors receive multiple employee build day opportunities, high visibility signage on the construction site, 
recognition in marketing materials, and participation in Home dedications and other key Habitat events. 

• Available build days are Wednesday-Saturday from 7:30am-3:30pm. 
 
Team Building Program  
Team Build Program participants commit to donations and volunteers to help build, repair, and renovate homes 
alongside hard-working, low-income families. The Team Building Program is an option for volunteer teams who 
would like to take their donation of time a step farther and make an even bigger impact in building hope and homes 
for families in need in our community. Team Building Program participants donate both their time and financial 
sponsorship for an unforgettable day of camaraderie and building. 10 participants, $1,000 donation includes:  

• A day of building a Habitat for Humanity house 

• Designated Site Leader 

• Team Builder T-Shirt for all participants 

• Lunch provided for all participants by a member of our staff 

• A photo of your group on site 

• Your group’s day of service highlighted on our Facebook and Twitter 

• Priority event scheduling. 

 
47 Fraternal Leader Training Portal 

http://www.habitat.org/
mailto:volunteer@habitat.org
http://www.kofc.org/
https://www.kofc.org/en/members/resources/membership-webinar.html
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Companies may recruit additional volunteers for an additional requested donation of $100 per volunteer.  
 
Available build days are Wednesday-Saturday from 7:30am-3:30pm.  
 
Without Sponsorship 
The Councils can put together a team to help volunteer in the ReStore as a standard volunteer day. A standard 
ReStore volunteer day includes one day of volunteering in the Habitat ReStore for up to 12 participants. Available 
days are Tuesday-Saturday with shifts available from 9am-1pm or 2pm-6pm on Tuesday-Friday or 10am-2pm or 
2pm-5pm on Saturday.  
 
Columbian Award Requirements for Habitat for Humanity 
When your council conducts a Habitat for Humanity project and meets the minimum requirements below, it’s 
eligible to fulfill all four Columbian Award Community Activity requirements.  

• Complete and submit the Partnership Profile Report with Habitat for Humanity (#1009248). 

• Donate a minimum of $1,000 and 200 man hours to the project. 

• Complete and submit the Columbian Award Application (#SP-749) no later than June 30. 

• Under the Community Activities section, indicate participation with Habitat for Humanity. 

• Compete and submit your council’s Service Program Personnel Report (#36550). 

• Complete and submit the Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity (#172851) no later than Jan. 31. 
 
Getting Started 
You can find your local organization at:  
www.habitat.org/volunteer/near-you/find-your-local-habitat 
Contact me if you or your council needs assistance with Volunteering at Habitat for Humanity  
 
Shane Clark, Chairman 
(916) 724-9354  
montanaclark@gmail.com  
 
 

VETERANS ASSIST 
When our country needed men and women to serve in our Armed Forces our Veterans answered the call to serve. 
Today Knights are being called to serve our Veterans through a new program: “Serving Those Who Served.” The VA 
Healthcare System recognizes that volunteers provide a valuable service for Veterans and their families. It is an 
honor and a privilege for us as Knights of Columbus to volunteer our time and efforts for those who have sacrificed 
so much for our nation.  
 
The VA Healthcare System is in need of volunteers the year around. Our goal is to have an active corps of Knights 
serving as volunteers at every Veteran's Administration Medical Facility in California. When volunteering at any VA 
Medical Facility always informs the VA Volunteer Services Department that you are a Knight of Columbus. It is 
imperative that each Knight who volunteers their time must report their service hours to the Veteran's 
Administration/Volunteer Services Director (VA/VS). Volunteer hours will be recorded and posted in the VA 
Volunteer Database System. A summary of Volunteer hours will be calculated and forwarded to your local VA/VS 
Representative on an annual basis for accounting purposes.  

 
48 Partnership Profile Report #10092 
49 Columbian Award Application SP-7 due 6/30 
50 Service Program Personnel Report #365 due 8/1 
51 Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity #1728 due 1/31 

http://www.habitat.org/volunteer/near-you/find-your-local-habitat
mailto:montanaclark@gmail.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/10092.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/columbian_awardap_p.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/service_personnel365_p.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/fraternal_survey1728_p.pdf
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Volunteer opportunities for Knights include:  

• Supporting the Catholic chaplains in their ministry of spiritual support to our Catholic patients. Providing 
reception and information services – working in reception areas to provide information to visitors. 

• Providing transportation for veterans 

• Helping make patients comfortable by distributing toiletries, sweaters and other items that help make 
veterans more comfortable. 

• Arts and crafts – providing materials and programs that help veterans develop artistic and creative skills. 

• Visiting patients. 

• Offering holiday celebrations – organizing parties for veterans. 

• Taking patients to ball games or performances when possible. 

• Hosting picnics, parties or recreation outings. 

 
Upon discharge from the VA facility some veterans find they have lost touch with friends and family.  
Discharged veterans need compassionate, caring and committed individuals to:  

• Help them access community events and services. 

• Share their time by visiting them, listening to them and talking with them. 

• Remember them on birthdays, holidays, and other special occasions. 
 
Sometimes councils and assemblies are not located close enough to a Veteran's Medical Facility to make regular 
efforts practical. However, they may still participate in and make a valuable contribution to the “Serving Those Who 
Served” program- Some Examples:  

• Organize a drive to collect clothing, coats, gloves, pajamas, robes, toiletries, etc., for veterans. 

• Organize programs to provide Rosaries, Bibles, Catholic religious literature, and Chapel items like Mass bells, 
Easter candle holders, altar lines, or Volunteer as Eucharistic Ministers to take Communion to inpatients.  

• Collecting or developing a plan to buy television sets, VCRs, DVD players or stereo equipment to donate for 
use in medical facility common areas. Collect video and audiotapes, books, DVD's, and CDs for the facility. 

• Develop a plan to donate personal computers and computer programs, printers (as well as paper and ink) 
for use by veterans. 

• Travel to a VA facility to put on a special program or entertainment for patients. 

• Plan and conduct a special outing, if possible, for veterans such as a picnic, a trip to the ballpark or a special 
community event 

• Plan a special holiday event and travel to the facility to conduct it for the veterans or adopt veterans at a 
distant facility and remember them regularly with cards and letters. 

 
Please contact one of the following Directors in your area for volunteer application procedures and available 
volunteer positions. Please note that anyone can volunteer twice a year at their local VA Healthcare System without 
undergoing a background check. It is important to remember that the VA Healthcare System Volunteers are 
important members of the health care team and are appreciated for their time, talents, and energy. Every day they 
help the VA Healthcare System provide the highest quality of care for the men and women who served our country.  

• VA in San Francisco, (415) 750-2144, Owetdia Dupree is the Program Manager 

• VA in Los Angeles, (310) 268-4350, Sadie Stewart is the Director 

• VA in Long Beach, (562) 826-5715, John Tyler is the Program Manager 

• VA in Loma Linda, (909) 583-6011, Sharon Tice is the Chief  

• VA in Palo Alto, (650) 858-3903, Bill Ball is the Program Manager  

• VA in Sacramento, (916) 366-5372, Maria Almes is the Program Manager  

• VA in San Diego, (619) 858-552-8585 x7819, Donna M. Fischer is the Program Manager 
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As Knights of Columbus, we are also disciples of Christ who are also instruments of His Mercy. As disciples we must 
promote His spiritual and corporal acts of Mercy among those we encounter. As Knights of Columbus we are now 
being asked: just as Jesus asked of His disciples 2000 years ago, "Be merciful as your Father is merciful.” 
 
Mark R. Malebranche, Chairman Carlos I. Cuellar, Committeeman Elpidio Andrion, Committee 
(619) 838-7218 
mrmalebranche@sandiego.edu 
 

(619) 670-6121 
cicuellar@sbcglobal.net 

(562) 883-2587 
eandrion@hotmail.com 
 

HELPING HANDS 
The Helping Hands Program Chairman will work closely with all State Chapters and Councils to identify resources 
available to assist in caring for the disadvantaged community. These resources may include, but not be limited to, 
local homeless shelters and food banks, as well as the Catholic Charities and member agencies in the respective 
Chapter/Council area. The Councils and Chapters are then encouraged to work in cooperation with and provide 
support to the shelters and Catholic Charities agencies.  
 
Potential action steps available to provide the needed support include the following: 

• Work at the Shelter as a volunteer 

• Help prepare meals. 

• Collect food donations from restaurants and bakeries within the Council area and distribute to local shelters 
and food banks. 

• Collect clothing for the homeless community. 

• Participate in Coats for Kids program 

• Participate in Jackets for the Homeless program 

• Participate in the Food for Families program 

• Distribute cold water bottles to the homeless during hot summer days. 

• Facilitate the participation of local seminarians in these activities. 

• Facilitate the potential for combined Chapter/Council efforts, which would allow for more far-reaching and 
larger-scoped events and/or programs. 

• Establish a “Christmas in July” event for local shelters. 

 
F. Roark Galloway, Chairman 
(760) 803-4921 
Frgalloway120@gmail.com 
 

FREE THROW CHAMPIONSHIP 
Since 1972, Councils have sponsored the Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship for boys and girls between 
10 and 14. Three years ago boys and girls age 9 were added to the competition. The Championship is set up to have 
the contestants compete within their own gender and age group. All competition starts at the Council level. The 
Winners move on to the District, then Chapter and State Levels.  
 
All your Council needs is to order the Free Throw Championship Kit (#FT-KIT52), which contains a couple of 
basketballs and necessary forms to get started. This is a great way to introduce the Knight's to your community. The 
competition between the young adults provides and focuses on discipline required to achieve athletic excellence. It 
helps to develop character and faith within each young person. In addition, healthy competition helps young people 
to handle adversity with dignity and grace.  
 

 
52 Free Throw Kit Order Form  

mailto:mrmalebranche@sandiego.edu
mailto:cicuellar@sbcglobal.net
mailto:eandrion@hotmail.com
mailto:Frgalloway120@gmail.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/forms/council/freethrow_kit_p.pdf
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All Councils should make an effort to start a free throw contest. I have talked to a lot of District Deputies that claim 
they don't have a Catholic school to draw students from. In order to have a team to represent their Councils. I would 
like to inform our new District Deputies and all Grand Knights; they don't have to be Catholic students to represent 
their Council's. You have a lot of public schools available to form the Council Free Throw competition, then from 
there on you have your representative.  
 
The Knights of Columbus Free Throw program is a great way to provide entertainment for the young people in your 
community. They also learn about the Knight's and their families. There are certain steps that need to be followed in 
the planning stage.  

• Order the Knights of Columbus (Free Throw Championship Kit) (#FT-KIT) using this form or you can also use 
the order form in the Council Report Forms Booklet (#1436) or call the Department of Fraternal Service at 
(203) 752-4270. 

• Schedule a date and location for the event. Contact schools, community centers and youth centers to 
reserve a basketball court. January is preferred or recommended for Council competition, February for 
District and Chapter competition and March for State Championship. 

• You must keep a vigil on the weather, in March, God does a lot of irrigating in March. 

• Your Free Throw Kit contains posters announcing the contest. Obtain permission to display them in schools, 
youth and community centers, and church vestibules. Make sure that (ENTRY FORM/SCORE SHEET #159853) 
are available at these locations. Pre- register contestants whenever possible. 

• Enlist help from schools. Ask superintendents, principles, and athletic directors to promote your 
Championship. 

• See if schools will hold preliminary competitions as part of their intramural or physical education programs. 
High school students much check, about possible eligibility conflict. Don't forget recreational and youth 
basketball programs in your community. 

• Get your community involved. Use the "sample press release" in the Knights of Columbus Free Throw 
Championship Rules, Regulations, Tips, and Information Guide (#192854) to announce your Championship.  

• Be sure to send in the Participation Report Form (FT-155). This form provides the Supreme Council with 
information, which enables the contest to continue to be a success. 

 
"Extra Steps to Ensure Success."  
When conducting the Knights of Columbus Free Throw Championship, taking a few extra steps can make the 
difference between a mediocre event and a great community affair. Although the Knights of Columbus free Throw 
Championship seems simple to conduct here are a few simple details to ensure success.  

• If possible, get approval from the superintendent of schools to promote the program. Try to get the local 
physical education teachers to gain their support for the program. 

• Ask local businesses to show their support by allowing to you to place posters in their stores. 

• Sponsor a pancake breakfast or similar event for all school district level competitors. 
 
Who May Enter?  
All boys and girls between the ages of 9 and 14 are eligible to compete in the Free Throw Championship. Age 
eligibility is determined by the age of the contestant as of January 1. High school athletes should check with their 
school athletic director, regarding possible eligibility conflicts. Each youngster may only compete in one Council's 
competition.  
 
Championship entrants compete against youngsters of the same age and gender in six age groups: 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 
and 14. Competition begins at the Council Level. Each competitor gets three 3 practice shots, then they start with 15 

 
53 Entry Forms/Score Sheet #1598 
54 Free Throw Information Guide #1928 
55 Free Throw Participation Report Form #FT-1 

https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/service/youth/freethrow/1598_Print.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/free-throw-championship/1928-free-throw-playbook.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/free-throw-championship/FT-1-free-throw-participation-form.pdf
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free throws, the one who makes the most shots wins. If there is a tie, a five shot tiebreaker round follows until a 
winner emerges. Second place is also very important, if there is a tie then a tiebreaker is used for them also until a 
winner emerges. If for any reason the first-place winner is unavailable to compete at the next level then second 
place winner will replace either he or she and represent the area group.  
 
Three Point Shoot Off  
Three Point Shoot-Off for the age groups of 15, 16, 17 and 18-year-old boys and girls.  
The Knights of Columbus are always trying to work with young people. In the past, when a person became 14 years 
old, they could no longer shoot in the free throw competition. The Three Point Shoot-Off will add a "3" point 
competition for them. Young adults 15, 16, 17 and 18 will be shooting "3" balls from "5" different positions around 
the "3"point circle.  
 
3 Point Competition Rules  
Equipment  

• 15 Girls 28.5 Basketballs 

• 15 Boys 29.5 Basketballs 

• Stopwatch or 2-minute timer 

• 10 Small tables or platforms to hold 3 basketballs each. 

• Tape to mark shooting spots on the floor. 

• Registration / Scoring sheets  
 
Setup  

• Mark the 5 shooting positions on the floor 
o First position is in the corner to the right of the goal. 
o Second position is halfway between the corner and the top of the 3-point line. 
o Third position is the top of the 3-point line. 
o Fourth position is halfway between the left corner and the top of the 3-point line. 
o Fifth Position is in the corner to the left of the goal. 

• Place a table or platform with 3 Basketballs on each. 
 
Rules  

• All shots must be completed in 2 minutes from behind the 3-point line. 

• 3 shots must be taken from each position (15 shots total) 
o First position is in the corner to the right of the goal. 
o Second position is halfway between the corner and the top of the 3-point line. 
o Third position is the top of the 3-point line. 
o Fourth position is halfway between the left corner and the top of the 3-point line. 
o Fifth Position is in the corner to the left of the goal. 

• Girls will use Girls 28.5 Basketballs. 

• Boys will use Boys 29.5 Basketballs. 

• Contestant cannot cross the 3-point line at any time, if they cross the line the shot is counted as amiss. 

• The first 2 shots from each position are worth 1 point each. The third shot from each position is worth 2 
points. 

• If there is a tie, shots will be taken in groups of 5 shots, 1 from each position until the tie is broken. 
Tiebreaker shots have a 30 second time limit for each group of 5 shots. 

• The contestant’s age is the age the contestant was on January 1st of the current Columbian year. 

• All registration forms/score sheets must include a parent's signature. 

• A copy of their Birth Certificate must accompany all registration forms and age should be verified at all levels 
of competition. 
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• The original registration form must accompany each champion as he or she progresses through the 
competition. 

 
Officials  

• Line Judge – Ensures the 3-point line is not crossed. 

• Timer – Times each shooter 

• Score Keeper – Tracks the score for each shooter. 
 
For the year 2020, the K of C State Free Throw will take place at one location for the entire State of California and 
that is in Fresno.  
 
To all the contestants we will be happy to see all of you and your families, the weather should be beautiful. If there 
are any questions, please feel free to call.  
 
Please drive careful and safe, God Bless.  
 
Yours in Christ.  
 
Roman R. Bejarano, Chairman Percy G. Park  
(559) 286-5675 
skrb@sbcglobal.net  

(916) 936-6145 
dbk576@aol.com 

 

 
 

SOCCER CHALLENGE 
The goal will be divided into a series of five scoring zones. The upper corners of the goal will be designated as 20-
point zones. The lower corners will be designated as 10-point zones and the central region is a five-point zone. To 
construct the five scoring zones, attach a piece of rope approximately six and a half to seven feet in length 
diagonally across the four corners of the goal as shown in the diagram below. Use tent stakes to secure the bottom 
ropes to the ground. 
 
The instructions and dimensions to setup your soccer goal will be located in you Soccer Challenge (Playbook #4576), 
along with judging rules and requirements including scoring the individual participants using their Soccer Challenge 
Entry/Scoring Form (#4578). 
 
This Entry/Scoring Form (#4578) is required for every contestant, along with a copy of their birth certificate for age 
verification. The "cutoff date" for this Knights of Columbus Soccer Challenge Program and Competition is September 
1, (current year)! 
 
Overview 
The Soccer Challenge is a great way for councils to engage in their communities with an athletic event for youth that 
encourages the values of sportsmanship and healthy competition. Children demonstrate the most important skill in 
soccer – shooting accuracy on the penalty kick – and compete to reach the international level of competition. 
 
The program is a great way to introduce the Order to your community and recruit faithful family men of service. 
 
Chairman Role and Responsibilities 
• Set a date, location and time for the Soccer Challenge, at least 6 to 8 weeks before your competition. 
 
Council Level Competition - Early September; Chairman Council Soccer Challenge Coordinator 
District Level Competition - Early October; Chairman District Deputy and Council SC Coordinator 

mailto:skrb@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dbk576@aol.com
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Chapter Level Competition - Late October; Chairman Chapter SC Coordinator 
State Level Coordinator - Early November; State Regional SC Coordinator - Northern, Central and Southern 
* Date, Locations and Times TBA at a later date for the State Regional competitions. 
• Ensure that the event is properly staffed and safely run, according to rules and regulations. 
• Train volunteers in the Safe Environment protocols (www.kofc.org/safe). A minimum of two volunteers must be 
Safe Trained. 
• Coordinate with the district and state/province level regarding date, time, and location of the next level of the 
competition and provide this information to the winners at the council level. 
• Promote the event to local media. 
• Complete and submit all associated reporting forms to the Supreme Council Department of Fraternal Mission. 
 
Action Steps 
1. Order the Soccer Challenge Kit (#SC-KIT) through Supplies Online, the supply ordering portal available on Officers 
Online. Please contact your Financial Secretary and/or Grand Knight to order your KIT and Supplies, at least 6 to 8 
weeks before your competition date, location and time. 
2. Set a date, location and time for the Soccer Challenge. If required by venue, acquire insurance. 
3. Contact local schools and youth centers to explain and promote the program. Suggest that the schools or youth 
centers consider using this activity as part of their physical education classes. 
4. Prior to the Soccer Challenge, use the sample press release as a model to create and distribute a tailored release 
to local media. 
5. Build public interest for the event! Promote the Soccer Challenge in your parish and larger community through a • 
Prominently display promotional posters (found in the Soccer Challenge Kit (#SC-KIT)) 
• Bulletin announcements 
• Pulpit announcements 
• Posting on your council and parish website / social media pages SOCCER CHALLENGE COM 
6. Coordinate with the district and state/province leadership regarding date, time, and location of the next level of 
competition. On the day of the event, provide this information to the council-level winners. 
7. Preregistration is recommended, but sometimes difficult to execute. 
8. Hold the Soccer Challenge! Review the Soccer Challenge Playbook (#4576) for guidelines, volunteer requirements, 
and other information. 
9. On the day of the event, wear Knights of Columbus-branded apparel and have the council membership director 
set up a table with brochures and membership documents (including Prospect Cards #921A). Do not forget that this 
event is a recruiting opportunity! 
10. Enlist a fellow Knight or community member to photograph the event. 
11. Following the Soccer Challenge, update the community on the success of your program by amending the Soccer 
Challenge sample announcement and distributing it to local media, along with energizing photographs from the 
event. 
12. Send winning Soccer Challenge Score Sheets (#4578) to the next level of competition. 
13. To gain credit for your program, complete the associated reporting forms and submit them to the Supreme 
Council Department of Fraternal Mission. Remember to retain copies for your council records. 
 
• Immediately after your event is finished, complete the Fraternal Programs Report Form (#10784) 
 
• At the end of the fraternal year, complete the Columbian Award Application (#SP-7) Resources 
 
Let's All Make A Difference to promote and participate in our annual Knights of Columbus Youth Sports Soccer 
Challenge program at the local Council, District, Regional (Chapter) and State (Northern/Central/Southern) 
competition levels for this Columbian Year 2020-2021! 
 
And the King will answer, "In truth I tell you, in so far as you do this to one of the least of these brothers and sisters 
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of mine, you do it to me." Matthew 25:40 
 
Vivat Jesus, 
 
SK Percy Park, PGK, PFN 
Nor-Cal Chapter Soccer Challenge Program 2020-2021 
Nor-Cal Chapter Free Throw Program 2020-2021 
Nor-Cal Chapter Special Olympics Program 2020-2021 
State Chairman Soccer Challenge Program 2020-2021 
(916)936-6145. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Percy G. Park, Chairman Julio Jiminez, Committeeman Luigi Zoni, Committeeman 
(916) 983-3368 
Dbk576@aol.com  

(818)919-9545 
jimenezjulio12@yahoo.com 

(619) 980-3313 
luigizoni@aol.com 

 

COATS FOR KIDS 

 
Overview  
Did you know many children throughout California go without a coat each winter? Many low-income families use 
their scarce resources to meet the most basic essentials and they need help to provide this vital winter necessity. 
That’s why the Knights of Columbus developed the Coats for Kids program, which allows councils across North 
America the opportunity to purchase new winter coats for children at a discount and to distribute them to children 
in need in their local communities. The Coats for Kids Program was instilled in 2009 and continues to go strong. In 
Columbian Year 2019-2020 California councils had over 4,500 coats distributed to the needy.  
 
How It Works  
Every Knights of Columbus council is eligible to participate in Coats for Kids. Coats should be ordered on Knights 
Gear. Carton quantities and sizes are available for different age groups. Coats for Kids is a featured program under 
Community Activities in the Faith in Action Program.  
 
Pope Francis put it in perspective when he said, “true charity requires courage: let us overcome the fear of getting 
our hands dirty so as to help those in need.” With the help of Knights of Columbus councils, you can use this 
program to make a difference for children in need.  
 
To learn more, contact the Fraternal Mission department at (203) 752-4270 or fraternalmission@kofc.org.  

mailto:Dbk576@aol.com
mailto:fraternalmission@kofc.org


P a g e  -  68 
 
 
 

Return to Top 

 
Action Steps  
To organize a successful Coats for Kids distribution:  

• Consider appointing a Coats for Kids chairman or assigning the task to the community activities chairman for 
the council. 

• Contact the state council to learn if there is a state chairman who is responsible for coordinating a statewide 
coat drive, and determine how your council, assembly or circle can support the drive. 

• Councils hosting their own coat drive should decide on a location and time to host the event. Consider 
inviting local veterans, athletes, TV personnel, local fire and police department, and parish priest. 

• Make sure that you order enough coats by contacting your local human services agencies, parishes and 
schools to get a list of children in need of a coat. 

• Order Coats through Knights Gear. For assistance, contact (203) 752-4270. 

• Publicize the event through local media and through the same human services agencies, parishes and 
schools you are serving. 

• Coats for Kids is a Youth Activities Featured Program under the Service Programs 

• Activities. Don’t forget to turn in your Reporting Form when done with this Program. 
 

Luigi V. Zoni, Chairman Elpidio Q. Andrion, Committeeman  
(619) 980-3313 
luigizoni@aol.com  

(562) 883-2587 
eandrion@hotmail.com  
 
 

 

LEAVE NO NEIGHBOR BEHIND 
 
As a result of the coronavirus, millions of people have lost their jobs.  It may be months or longer before they can 
return to work and earn a living wage.  Knights are urged to help provide the “daily bread” for their neighbors.   
 
The Supreme Council has launched an initiative to address this hunger crisis.  The Knights of Columbus Leave No 
Neighbor Behind Fund will financially support food banks in areas most impacted by the coronavirus.  
 
Our Councils can directly participate in this initiative by: 

• Donating Funds to the Knights of Columbus International Effort 

• Donating Funds to a Local Food Bank or Pantry 

• Collecting and Distributing Food for a Food Bank or Pantry 

• Checking on shut-ins from your council or parish and provide them with essentials they are missing. 
 
Leave No Neighbor Behind will be Featured Program in 2020-2021. 
 
Report your activities with the Leave No Neighbor Behind Survey at www.kofc.org/neighbor and complete the 
Report Form (#10784) and the Columbian Award Application (#SP-7). 
 
Joseph Hill, Chairman 
559-355-1897 
sirknightjhill@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:luigizoni@aol.com
mailto:eandrion@hotmail.com
http://www.kofc.org/neighbor
mailto:sirknightjhill@gmail.com
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CULTURE OF LIFE CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE 
 
 
As we begin the Columbian Year of 2021-2022, our California Culture of Life Programs will enable Brother 
Knights, their families, and others to make a substantial difference in how Life is viewed and impacted in a 
world that seems to have lost its way. Each of these areas enable us to truly live how we view the 
preciousness of Life from Conception through Natural Death. Each Life is important in how it shows God’s Love 
for us and how we live our own life and how we treat others. 
 
We are now well into the Faith in Action programs within the Domestic Church and our Culture of Life 
Program Activities inter-weave their threads throughout in reaffirming Pro-Life and Pro-Family. We have many 
substantive areas for you to be involved in, from Activities that you can support individually or in groups and 
locally, regionally, or state-wide. If you are already involved in one or more areas, re-affirm your commitment, 
and spread the word. If you have not yet found your area of interest, pick one (or more) of the areas and see 
what one person can contribute. 
 
Please read over each of the following articles from our Culture of Life Chairman to (re)learn about the 
activities and directions of each area. If you have an idea for a new Life program that can fit into one of the 
areas, contact that Chairman to discuss it. We have a lot of diverse programs, but we need not be constrained 
in the ways that we can support life through our Pro-Life activities. Additional ideas are always welcome. We 
are all part of God’s Family. 
 
So, communicate with those of us in the State Family and especially with the Chairmen of each of the Culture 
of Life Activities areas with your ideas, offers and commitment to be involved. We are your resource, because 
together, we will have a successful year of Culture of Life Activities as we return to being able to come 
together again.  
 
 
https://www.californiaknights.org/culture-of-life/ 
 
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html 
 
 
 
Fraternally for Life, 
 
Dale Pittman, Chairman 
(626) 864-1356 
Kofc.skdalep@gmail.com 
 

https://www.californiaknights.org/culture-of-life/
https://www.kofc.org/en/index.html
mailto:Kofc.skdalep@gmail.com
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CULTURE OF LIFE ACTIVITIES 
PRO-LIFE ACE WINGS 
The ACE Wings Award is a metallic Lapel Pin 2” wide x 5/8” high – with unborn baby’s feet in the center. The feet are 
the approximate size of a baby’s feet 10 weeks after conception.  
 
Requirements to Earn the Pro-Life ACE Wings Award  
Participate in 5 events from any of the following:  

• Sidewalk Counseling Youth/Family Rally  

• Volunteer/work at a PRC or a Women’s Center Christian Service 4 Life  

• 40 Days for Life Campaign California Pro-Life Lobby Day  

• One of the 3 Major CA Cities Walks for Life Standing for Life Banquets  

• Host a Group Pro-Life Rosary Pro-Life Parades  

• Special Olympics Volunteer Prayerful Processions/Peaceful Protests  

• Entertain residents of either: Working/volunteering at either:  
o A Hospice 
o A Nursing Home/Assisted Living Center  
o A Veteran’s Hospital 

 
As Practical Practicing Catholic Gentlemen, we are called upon to be Pro-Life from conception to natural death. This 
must include those who are forgotten and left to die. Since it is now legal in California to kill a baby in the womb and 
the law allows assisted suicide, to obtain the ACE Wings Award one must complete items that deal with our most 
vulnerable from life's beginning to its natural end. Volunteering for Special Olympic events is included because 
many abortions are performed once it is discovered that the baby might have Down Syndrome, or some other 
defect. People who work in the Special Olympics are also to be commended.  
 
Saying the Rosary privately for Pro-Life, or offering up a private intention at Mass, does not qualify for the ACE 
Wings Award. If a member requests a set of wings for a qualified spouse, council is billed (includes shipping) for the 
wings. Forms may be submitted at any time during the Fraternal Year.  
 
ACE Wings are to be presented to the recipient by the District Deputy, Grand Knight, or if necessary, by mail. Anyone 
earning the ACE Wings Award is encouraged to continue to support Pro-Life events annually. However, only one ACE 
Wing Award can ever be awarded to a person in their lifetime.  
 

Note: Council may award only one award to a Pro-Life individual in the community per year. If the Recipient is 
not a Knight leave the member number blank. Awards will be sent to the District Deputy for presentation to the 
Recipient.  

 
This Form is available on the Knights of Columbus web site56. Complete the Form and mail to the State Culture of Life 
Chairman listed below. 
 
Jeffrey S. Patino, Chairman 
(650) 738-1065 
jspatino@comcast.net  
 
 
 
 

 
56 ACE Wings Form 

mailto:jspatino@comcast.net
https://www.californiaknights.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/06/ACE-Wings-Application.pdf
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WELLNESS 
There are many areas of personal wellness, including physical, financial, spiritual, mental, emotional, and sexual to 
name a few.  The one area of wellness that forms a first impression to others when we meet them for the first time 
is our physical wellness. 
 
So much of improving personal wellness comes down to education and awareness.  We must take it upon ourselves 
to read up on what are good choices, and on the other hand what are bad choices, including what we feed our 
bodies for fuel that provides us with the energy we need throughout each day. 
 
The environment that we surround ourselves with is also important.  This includes the air that we breathe that we 
subject ourselves to.  There are healthy choices there that we can make as well. 
 
Wouldn’t it be great to have our health span equal to our life span?  What this means is that when we can make 
those wise choices that can help extend our health span, where we continue to be relatively healthy and can remain 
functional without too much pain, up to the time of our natural death, we are then able to continue to enjoy those 
activities and causes that we are most passionate about, including our volunteer time with the Knights of Columbus 
and spending quality time with our wives and families.  It also provides additional opportunities to travel and 
explore other areas and passions without being hampered due to physical limitations. 
 
There is a wealth of information out there for us to tap into very easily via the internet that can help us make those 
healthy choices from simply educating ourselves and becoming aware of those lifestyle changes that we can make to 
improve the length of our health span. 
 
Edward P. Huestis, PSD, Chairman Ruben Soria, Jr., Committeeman 
(707) 452-8636    818-456-8868   
Ed.huestis@californiaknights.org  ruben.community.wellness@gmail.com 
 
 

MARCH FOR LIFE 
We thank all who’ve participated or supported in the “Walks for Life Movement” during the current Columbian year. 
Our growing number of Brothers, Families, and Friends who make their way yearly to the 3 major California Cities 
Walks, the 40 Days for Life Walks, and various other local community walks, etc., bear public witness to the simple 
undeniable truth that human life is made in the image and likeness of God and is to be held sacred from conception 
to natural death.  
 
I urge every Chapter, Council, and Assembly to exceed last year’s record-breaking participation for this Columbian 
Year’s Walks and Associated Events.  
See you there!  
Fraternally – For Life! 
 
For dates & details about the San Francisco West Coast March for Life, the Los Angeles March for Life, and the San 
Diego March for Life – Please Visit:  
www.walkforlifewc.com   
www.onelifela.com   
www.sandiegowalkforlife.org  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Ed.huestis@californiaknights.org
mailto:ruben.community.wellness@gmail.com
http://www.walkforlifewc.com/
http://www.onelifela.com/
http://www.sandiegowalkforlife.org/
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For information on how to obtain Knights of Columbus Supreme Pro-Life Signs, State Council Pro-Life T-Shirts, etc., 
Please contact our State Committeemen: 
 
SAN FRANCISCO                    LOS ANGELES SAN DIEGO   
Ferdinand “Bud” Feria 
Committeeman                                                                                              

Mike Stauffer 
Committeeman 

Michael D. Brault, 
Committeeman 

  

(415) 420-5112 
budzilla885@gmail.com 

(310) 916-8414 
cpamls@aol.com 

(619) 548-3190   

    

ULTRASOUND  
Lifesaving Choices Start with Heartbeats 

--Helping to Save Lives -– 
 
As Catholics and Knights of Columbus, we are committed to protecting the sanctity of life. And to that end, I ask you, 
what is more precious or defenseless than a baby growing in a mother’s womb? As such, we are charged with 
protecting these vulnerable babies. This may seem a daunting task, but thankfully, we have tools at our disposal to 
dramatically impact change in expectant parents. Nothing is more central to this call than the Knights of Columbus 
Ultrasound Program. 
  
Statistics suggest that over 80% of mothers and fathers who see an ultrasound image will choose to carry their baby 
to term. This begs the question; how do we facilitate expectant parents participating in the life-altering event that is 
viewing their baby’s beating heart? The first step is making sure there is an ultrasound machine available.  
 
To that end, the Knights of Columbus Ultrasound Program empowers councils to partner with qualified pregnancy 
centers to raise money for the procurement of these incredibly important machines that is then matched by 
Supreme. This incredible program has been going on for the past ten years and donated its 1,000th ultrasound 
machine on January 14, 2019, saving tens thousands of babies. With your help, we can save more.   
  
Please act now, as a unique funding program may allow the procurement of one of these awesome 
lifesaving machines with the council and pregnancy center providing only ¼ of the cost. 
  
Ultrasound Application #1071657 and Ultrasound Diocesan Evaluation #1071558 are available to assist with these 
efforts. 
  
For more information and assistance, contact a member of the California State Ultrasound team: 
 
David E. Cortens, Chairman George Brown, Asst. Chairman Oscar Martinez, Committeeman 
(949) 554-5120 
Dcortens.new@gmail.com 

gb3mjb@att.net 
 

(408) 592-8244 
greenscene@mac.com  

 
 

ABORTION PILL REVERSAL 
This new California State Council Culture of Life Initiative provides the opportunity for participating Councils to 
sponsor the direct saving of unborn babies’ lives from being aborted.  
 

 
57 Ultrasound Application #10716 
58 Ultrasound Diocesan Evaluation #10715 

mailto:budzilla885@gmail.com
mailto:cpamls@aol.com
mailto:Dcortens.new@gmail.com
mailto:gb3mjb@att.net
mailto:greenscene@mac.com
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/ultrasound/10716-ultrasound-application.pdf
https://www.kofc.org/un/en/resources/programs/ultrasound/10715-ultrasound-diocesan-evaluation.pdf
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Dr. George Delgado, MD and Medical Director of San Diego’s Culture of Life Family Services, founded their Abortion 
Pill Reversal (APR) Protocol Program to help women who have changed their minds after starting a medical abortion 
process (RU-486) to now have a second chance at life for their babies. You may wish to visit 
www.abortionpillreversal.com. 
 
Councils donating $500 to a Pregnancy Center approved to administer the Abortion Pill Reversal treatment will be 
recognized at the State Convention for saving a child’s life. To qualify for the recognition, complete the following 
steps:  

• Find a Pregnancy Center in your area approved to administer the Abortion Pill Reversal treatment. 

• Donate $500 to the Pregnancy Center to support their Abortion Pill Reversal Treat. Note in the memo field 
on the Check Abortion Pill Reversal Treatment. 

• Send a copy of the front and back of the cashed check to the State Culture of Life Program Director. 
 
Please contact any of us from the California Culture of Life State Team listed on the previous page.  
 
Fraternally – For Life! 
 
David E. Cortens, Chairman   Thomas R. Rudkins, Chairman 
(949) 554-5120    (310) 570-6024 
dcortens.new@gmail.com  thomas@optionsunited.com  
 
 

PREGNANCY CENTER SUPPORT 
For the current Columbian Year, we are pleased to be reflecting the vision of Supreme by putting our “Faith in 
Action” in formally organizing pregnancy center support drawing from the experience of Brothers’ efforts over the 
past several years to identify where and how our help is needed at Pro-Life organizations which depend largely on 
donations and volunteers to fund their existence.  
 
Accordingly, our “jobs” have been succeeding in offering PRCs assistance in qualifying for obtaining Ultrasounds 
through the Supreme matching funds Initiative in conjunction with Councils fundraising activities. Details will be 
forthcoming.  
 
David E. Cortens, Chairman   Thomas R. Rudkins, Committeeman George Brown III, Co-Chairman (N) 
(949) 554-5120    (310) 570-6024     
dcortens.new@gmail.com  thomas@optionsunited.com  gb3mjb@att.net 
 
  

NOVENA FOR LIFE 
Councils are asked to tie-in with a request by Pope Francis to support in prayer and observe at their local Parishes 
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation - also known as "Creation Sunday – First Sunday in September". 
 
Knights Councils can build on this to be as Part One of The 9 Day Novena For Life with their Families and 
Parishioners gathering together (as their local situations may accommodate) Resuming on the proceeding Friday - 
and Continuing for each of the remaining Fridays in September. 
  
October is "Respect Life Month" - those continuing to gather and pray their Novena for Life can Complete the 
Novena's 9th Day on the last Friday in October. 
 
The enclosed can optionally be supplemented with a Hail Mary or a Rosary as time may permit.  Councils may bridge 
other holy days with novenas in this fashion as well. 

http://www.abortionpillreversal.com/
mailto:dcortens.new@gmail.com
mailto:thomas@optionsunited.com
mailto:dcortens.new@gmail.com
mailto:thomas@optionsunited.com
mailto:gb3mjb@att.net
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Novena Prayer for Life 
 
Holy Spirit      Holy Spirit 
At the dawn of creation     You are the Advocate 
You brought order out of chaos    As you fill us with Yourself 
Light out of darkness     Make us advocates 
Life out of nothingness.     For the unborn and all the vulnerable. 
 
Breathe on us once again    Until we are all united 
And change this culture of death    In the endless life and joy 
Into a Culture of Life.     of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
       One God, forever and ever.  
Inspire in your people  
A spirit of generous welcome    Amen. 
For each and every life 
No matter how unexpected or dependent 
That life may be. 
 
Dcn Bernard Liwanag, Co-Chairman   Dcn Arsenio Reyes, Co-Chairman 
dcnbernard@holyspiritfremont.org                                      deacon@saintannecatholic.org 
 
 

CHRISTIAN REFUGEE RELIEF 
For THE Columbian Year we seek to be engaged in Supremes’ call to support Christian Refugee Relief wherever 
feasible and miracles can happen. We all see daily news of the tragic impact of Isis and other anti-Christian groups 
warring against our Christian Brothers and Sisters, and against non-Christians as well like the Yazidis and Shabak 
referenced on the Supremes’ website: www.kofc.org “FACTS ABOUT PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS“59 in the Middle East.  
 
You can learn more about the history of how Knights of Columbus have come to the aid of genocide victims in the 
past and most recently. Visit: www.ChristiansAtRisk.org. 
 
Please contact me in the weeks and months ahead at your convenience to help in maximizing our efforts through 
parish-based prayer programs and fundraisers to send material assistance through the Christian Refugee Relief 
Fund. Of particular focus is the resettling of families. We also encourage councils to utilize the Solidarity Crosses as a 
fundraiser and prayer campaigns in their parishes.  
 
Vivat Jesus!  
 
Fraternally, 
 
Kamal Y. Alsawaf, Chairman 
(619) 938-2046 
kalelectric@cox.net  
 
 
 
 

 
59 Facts About Persecuted Christians 

mailto:dcnbernard@holyspiritfremont.org
mailto:deacon@saintannecatholic.org
http://www.kofc.org/
http://www.christiansatrisk.org/
mailto:kalelectric@cox.net
http://www.kofc.org/en/news/releases/facts-about-persecuted-christians.html
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ADORATION/SILVER ROSE 
 

 
The Silver Rose Program promotes prayer for respect for life, for the spiritual renewal of 
each nation, and for the advancement of the message of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Visit 
https://www.kofc.org/en/what-we-do/faith-in-actionprograms/life/silver-rose.html for 
more information on the Supreme Council website. 
 
The Silver Rose Program was started by Brother Knights in Council 2312 in Monterrey, 
Mexico almost 57 years ago. They asked Catholic youth in Laredo, Texas and London, 
Ontario, Canada to start the first relay of running of the Rose beginning in London, Ontario, 

Canada. The First Rose was blessed by Bishop John C. Cody in London then flown to New York and received by a local 
council. From there it was transported to Supreme Knight Luke E. Hart who then delivered the Rose to the district 
officers in Dallas, Texas. A Brother Knight received the Rose and sent it to Laredo, Texas where the Catholic youth 
from Monterrey, Mexico accepted it at the International Bridge. After receiving the Silver Rose, they ran it to 
Monterrey where it was displayed at the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe.  
 
The first Silver Rose Run was a natural rose. The following year Catholic youth wanted to make a Silver Rose Run but 
the natural rose was no longer useable. Knights from council 1134, Reverend Edward Garfield, and Bishop John C. 
Cody decided to have a rose made from bronze because it would be sturdier and last longer than a natural rose. This 
rose was sent to Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Monterrey, Mexico.  
 
After hearing of the creation of a bronze rose Council 1134 and Catholic youth in Monterrey had a Brother Knight 
make a rose using silver because it is one of the precious metals in Mexico. Brother Miguel Montoya (a jeweler) 
made the first Silver Rose in 1961 and all subsequent Silver Roses until 1997.  
 
In the 1990s Supreme Knight Virgil Dechant initiated the Silver Rose as a Supreme Council program. Three Silver 
Routes were established in the United States and Canada. One similar to the original route; the second in Manitoba 
moving to British Columbia, down the Pacific Coast before heading east to Arizona then onto Texas; the third route 
began in New York, then traveled down the eastern seaboard through several southern states before arriving in 
Texas. After the three Silver Roses arrived in Laredo, Texas they were transported to the Basilica of Our Lady 
Guadalupe in Monterrey for the closing prayer service held on December 12th, the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
celebration.  
 
There are now eight Silver Roses traveling through various routes in Canada, the United States and Mexico. Three of 
the Silver Roses will arrive in Mexico, three others will complete its journey in Texas, another one in Washington, 
D.C and the eighth one will end its travel at St Mary’s Church in Haven, Connecticut. Visit the Running of The Rose 
website at www.runningoftherose.org/en/ for additional information on the Silver Rose program.  
 
In 2001 at the 119th Annual Meeting of the Supreme Council in Toronto, Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson 
designated the Silver Rose Program as part of the Culture of Life Program. Materials available for the Silver Rose 
Program include prayer booklets and prayer cards in English and Spanish, flyers, news media releases, and parish 
bulletin announcements.  
 
Due to the Coronavirus all in-person Silver Rose prayer servers are suspended until further notice. California was 
scheduled to receive two Silver Roses on different routes. This will allow all 16 chapters to receive the Silver Rose.  
The Route 7 Silver Rose was scheduled to be received on March 29, 2020 from our Brother Knights in Hawaii. 
Currently it remains in Hawaii until Silver Rose prayer services resume. It was scheduled to travel throughout 
California for 14 weeks beginning in Northern California.  
 

http://www.runningoftherose.org/en/
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The Silver Rose is fragile and is stored in a special container. It must be handled carefully. Prayer booklets and cards 
accompany the Silver Rose. Additional prayer booklets and cards can be ordered from the Supreme Supply 
Department. Further information will be provided after it becomes available.  
 
Again, we are honored to have the Knights on Bikes organization provide an escort for the Silver Rose as it travels 
throughout California. Chapter President Dan Hargis for the California Knights on Bikes states it is an honor for him 
and his fellow riders to be part of the Silver Rose run in California. The Knights on Bikes has chapters in 37 states. 
They are a Band of Brother Knights whose mission is to promote charity works within their communities and 
camaraderie among fellow motorcycle riders who are Catholic. Their motto is “In God We Trust and Ride.” 
 
Gerald R. Fong, Chairman 
(916) 689-9418 
jeffyfong@comcast.net  
 
 
 

I.D. DRIVE CAMPAIGN 
 

“Empowering Programs that Empower People” 
 

Why we support people with intellectual disabilities! The Gospel of Jesus Christ is a radical invitation to get beyond 
our own self-centered worldview.  Jesus announced that we are all children of God and we need to do our part to 
protect and liberate the most vulnerable children of God. In doing this, it is also important to remember that some 
of God’s most vulnerable children are people with intellectual disabilities. Jesus teaches us, “Whatever you did for 
one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me” (Matthew 25:40). If we truly believe that people with 
intellectual disabilities are God’s children, how would we behave differently? 

 
Campaign Supporting People with Intellectual Disabilities Supporting and assisting people 
with intellectual disabilities have been an ongoing program supported by the Knights of 
Columbus for many years. This is the largest program that California Knights are involved 
in and every council should try to participate. This program unites Knights throughout 
California in charity and love of our bothers. We are what we do. 
 
Through annual fundraising, Knights have been able to successfully collect donations for 
the Intellectual Disability Program outside stores, on street corners, in their parishes, and 

through appeals to local businesses. In appreciation, the donor is offered a Tootsie Roll. The high visibility of this 
program has led to the campaign being referred to as the “Tootsie Roll Drive.”  
 
The success of any fundraising venture is predicated on planning, organization, setting goals and people. These four 
ingredients will help you achieve your goals. 
  
We sincerely request that each Council work with us and should there be any questions pertaining to the above, 
please do not hesitate. We are here to assist you, and we are anxious for your success. 
 
Raymond F. Warriner, Chairman    Dave Abbott, PSD 
(562) 926-5538      (530) 891-1491 
drraywarriner@gmail.com     dave.abbott.psd@californiaknights.org 

 
 
 

mailto:jeffyfong@comcast.net
mailto:drraywarriner@gmail.com
mailto:dave.abbott.psd@californiaknights.org
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SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
 
The Knights of Columbus’ rich legacy of serving others has long extended to the support of the Special Olympics. We 
believe that Special Olympics programs are unparalleled in their ability to show the worth and dignity of every single 
human being. Special Olympics programs not only build strength and character in the athletes and participants, it is 
a support system for the entire family. 

 
 
Our State Special Olympics Program is a balance between Voluntarism and Charity.  
 
Voluntarism: In Service to One, In Service to All. A simple and powerful statement! The Knights of Columbus are 
committed to making our communities better. To volunteer at a Special Olympics Event is one of the most 
rewarding things a person can do. These opportunities are open to everyone – Knights, their families, Councils and 
even potential Knights and their families. Do it, and it will change your life! The best place to find current 
information on upcoming events is your area’s website. For Northern Cal the site is www.sonc.org and for Southern 
Cal the site is www.sosc.org. For information on getting involved with your local Special Olympics organizations, 
please contact your State Committeemen for Special Olympics for more information.  
 
Charity: Charity is the first principle of our Order. Raising funds to support Special Olympics is one of the featured 
programs in California. Since the largest supporter of people with Intellectual Disabilities is Special Olympics and the 
largest program in California is the Campaign to Support People with Intellectual Disabilities, it only makes sense for 
the Feed the Athlete program to be associated with the Campaign. See the Campaign to Support People with 
Intellectual Disabilities for specific information.  
 
Feed the Athletes: The Knights of Columbus’ rich legacy of serving others has long extended to the support of the 
Special Olympics. This year the State Council has rolled out the “Feed the Athletes” program. Through your efforts 
we will raise specially earmarked funds so the Knights of Columbus can be the major sponsor of meals for athletes at 
Special Olympics events throughout the state. Raising funds to sponsor the meals at these events will help our local 
councils provide lunches to the athletes, because after all we the Knights of Columbus know how and love to cook! 
You can contribute to this program two ways. When filling out your Campaign to Support People with Intellectual 
Disabilities Distribution Form-201 simply designate, "Special Olympics Feed the Athletes" as a recipient and then 
state the percentage for distribution. Or use the new state form. 
 

Charles A. Beltz, Chairman 
(530) 301-4803  
nhlfan@syix.com 

 Stephen Bolton PSD, Consultant 
(714) 222-6880 
ipsd@californiaknights.org 

Dominick Amadeo, North 
(707) 448-7229 
dominick54@comcast.net 

Mario Madril, Central 
(559) 248-0190 
sirknihgtmadril@gmail.com 

Nick A. Ewell, South 
(909) 441-9526 
nicholasewell@gmail.com 

William Barbanica, North 
(925) 783-5977 
billbarbanica@gmail.com 

Michael Armstrong, Central 
(408) 464-7651 
mapah8att@gmail.com 

Tom Davis, South 
(619) 929-9964 
tomd68@gmail.com 

http://www.sonc.org/
http://www.sosc.org/
mailto:nhlfan@syix.com
mailto:ipsd@californiaknights.org
mailto:dominick54@comcast.net
mailto:sirknihgtmadril@gmail.com
mailto:nicholasewell@gmail.com
mailto:billbarbanica@gmail.com
mailto:mapah8att@gmail.com
mailto:tomd68@gmail.com
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Percy Park, North 
(916) 983-3368 
dbk576@aol.com 

Thomas Gall, North 
(408) 483-7743 
tgall39@yahoo.com 

Andy B. Sison, South 
(630) 841-8930 
laxinord@hotmail.com 

Tenari  Tuatagaloa, North 
(707) 301-8106 
tenari64@yahoo.com 

Patrick Jalbert, North 
(510) 367-4595 
venture001@aol.com 

Larry Dietz, South 
(714) 909-6711 
Ldietz831@gmail.com 

 
 

MASS FOR PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 
 
We encourage Councils to work with their Pastor, as well as designated members of parish staff, to organize and 
conduct an annual Mass for people with special needs (intellectual and developmental disabilities). This can be an 
invaluable opportunity to welcome families of special needs children and adults who might not normally feel 
comfortable coming to a regularly scheduled Mass. It will also assist a parish in welcoming these families to become 
more comfortable and involved in participating in regular Masses.  
 
The Mass for People with Special Needs can be held at your local parish or a Council Hall. Invite representatives of 
local support organizations such as S.P.R.E.D. (Special Religious Education Department or similar program in your 
Diocese or Parish) or Special Olympics to participate and be recognized. You might have a reception afterwards to 
allow parishioners and families with special needs children and adults to meet each other, and to explain 
parishioners how they might get involved in local programs that help serve this often-neglected segment of our 
parish communities. If you have a raffle or a second collection, those funds could be used to support people with 
special needs by gifting their represented organizations, or by providing these funds to the Columbian Foundation of 
the California Knights of Columbus or other local, state, and national organizations.  
 
A Mass for Catholics with Special Needs could be held working closely, for example, with organizers such as 
S.P.R.E.D., the Special Olympics, or the ARC, to offer opportunity to allow people to attend and actively participate.  
 
I look forward to hearing from Brothers with experience to collaborate on this program and share with our State 
Councils their experiences and successes in putting on similar Masses or programs related to special needs in their 
parishes.  
 
Thank You!  
 
Fraternally – For Life! 
 
Dennis J. LaFlam, Chairman 
(510) 477-9433 
djlaflam@sbcglobal.net  
 
 

END HUMAN TRAFFICKING 
The combined crises of online sex trafficking and pornography call for local and national action! 

 
Remote dungeons. Back alleys of distant cities. This is what comes to most people’s mind when they hear about sex 
trafficking. But sex trafficking is increasingly moving online, and you may have seen it from your own computer 
screen. 
 

mailto:dbk576@aol.com
mailto:tgall39@yahoo.com
mailto:laxinord@hotmail.com
mailto:tenari64@yahoo.com
mailto:venture001@aol.com
mailto:Ldietz831@gmail.com
mailto:djlaflam@sbcglobal.net
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Sex trafficking is defined by the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, sponsored by 
U.S. Rep. Chris Smith (R-NJ) and signed by the president in 2000, as “a commercial 
sex act induced by force, fraud, or coercion, or in which the person induced to 
perform such act has not attained 18 years of age.” 
 
Online sex trafficking occurs most commonly in the form of advertisements for 
sex trafficking victims posted on websites and in pornography. The two are 
inextricably linked. 
 
Although most people would shudder at the thought of encouraging or engaging in sex trafficking, pornography 
today is as pervasive and as popular as ever. Young children are exposed to it at record rates, and the 
neurochemicals in their brains become conditioned to the sexual images on a screen. This is not only creating a 
public health crisis but also contributing to the proliferation of sex trafficking. 
 
The Pornography Link 
At the National Center on Sexual Exploitation, we’ve heard countless stories of individuals who have had 
pornography made of them while they were being either prostituted or trafficked. Videos of sex trafficked persons 
can be uploaded to mainstream pornography websites, and even performers in mainstream pornography can be 
sexually abused on set. While people assume everything, they see in pornography is pure fantasy, anyone watching 
may be vicariously participating in, and even enjoying, another person’s living nightmare. Nobody who watches 
pornography can be certain that they have not watched trafficked persons’ abuse. 
 
Further, pornography creates and drives the demand for trafficked women and children. Research demonstrates 
that pornography changes the brain, which leads to addiction and a desire for harder, more deviant materials. It also 
creates “permission-giving beliefs,” such as the idea that it is normal to pay for sex or that women enjoy violent sex. 
These changes often lead users to act out what they have viewed. Spouses and girlfriends usually do not want to 
participate in violent sexual behavior, so the user seeks it elsewhere — sometimes through prostituted or trafficked 
women and children. 
 
In a study published in 2007, interviews were conducted with 854 prostituted women from nine countries. Nearly 
half reported being upset by customers trying to make the women perform acts seen in pornography. A similar 
study dating back to 1984 found that nearly 25 percent of prostituted women reported being assaulted by a client 
“making reference to something he had seen as inspiration for his acting or insisting that the woman enjoyed the 
assault.”  
 
Recent research continues to show that pornography is linked to increased rates of sexual and physical aggression. 
While certainly not everyone who watches pornography will act in a sexually violent way or will go on to purchase 
another individual for sex, pornography use increases the likelihood of both. 
 
Virtual Auction Blocks 
While some people unwittingly participate in online sex trafficking by watching pornography, others intentionally 
purchase other human beings through websites. Online ads for sex appear across the Internet, including mainstream 
social media sites such as Facebook and Twitter. But one website stands out as particularly culpable for the 
exploitation on its platform. Backpage is a website that emulates the Craigslist online classifieds model but serves as 
a virtual auction block where sex buyers can shop for human beings. 
 
The National Center on Missing and Exploited Children has reported that 73 percent of all child sex trafficking cases 
it has handled involved the website. With operations in nearly 100 countries and 950 locations worldwide, Backpage 
is likely the largest facilitator of sex trafficking in the world. Though the site is used to advertise a variety of 
nonsexual services and products, the California Attorney General’s office reported that from January 2013 to March 
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2015, 99 percent of Backpage’s worldwide income was directly attributable to its ads selling sex. 
 
Under mounting political pressure, Backpage “blocked” its prostitution advertising in the United States beginning 
Jan. 9, 2017. Though this was hailed as a great victory, we soon learned that the sex trafficking and prostitution 
simply migrated to other sections on the website. This change occurred the night before the CEO and founders of 
Backpage were scheduled to testify before the U.S. Senate’s Permanent Subcommittee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs in an investigation into sex trafficking occurring via their website. 
 
During the hearing, at which Backpage executives refused to testify, Panel Chairman Rob Portman (R-Ohio) said, 
“These are the practices of a corporation intent on profiting from human trafficking and human misery, and profit 
they have, at the expense of countless innocent victims.” 
 
What We Can Do 
The first step in response is to ensure that we are not participating in the use of pornography, which the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church identifies as a “sin gravely contrary to chastity” (2396, cf. 2354). The U.S. bishops remind us in 
their 2015 pastoral statement on pornography, Create in Me a Clean Heart, “You are beloved sons and daughters of 
the Father. Be not afraid to approach the altar of mercy and ask for forgiveness. Many good people struggle with 
this sin. You are not alone; there is always hope!” 
 
We can encourage our friends and family members as well. If you or a loved one are struggling with pornography 
use, you can find online tools to help from the USCCB, the National Center on Sexual Exploitation and elsewhere. 
You can also find information about the links between pornography and sex trafficking at 
https://stoptraffickingdemand.com/. 
 
Our nation is suffering a public health crisis caused by pornography, yet most churches have no materials available 
on the topic. Shouldn’t the Church be the first place to look? As Pope Francis reminds us, the Church is a “field 
hospital” for the wounded. In cooperation with your pastor, you can help fellow parishioners be informed of the 
harms of pornography and the prevalence of trafficking. It can be as simple as assembling educational materials and 
resources for recovery. 
 
There are also many examples of Knights of Columbus councils that have sponsored initiatives such as presentations 
and conferences to raise awareness and combat human trafficking. Especially if you are a parent of school-aged 
children, consider encouraging your local school to present age-appropriate materials on the harms of pornography 
and the dangers of trafficking. Children are accessing pornography at younger and younger ages, so schools can be 
helpful in teaching the harms of sexual exploitation and respect for the dignity of all human beings. 
 
Solutions in The Senate 
On the national level, too, we can change laws so that websites are no longer given a pass to facilitate sex trafficking 
and prostitution. In recent years, U.S. courts have misinterpreted a little-known part of the federal Communications 
Decency Act (Section 230) to grant a broad immunity to websites for any content posted by a third-party user — 
including sex traffickers posting advertisements for their victims.  
 
Congress never intended this result from a law that was meant to protect children and families from sexual 
exploitation. Currently, the U.S. Senate has a bill to amend this law called the Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act, 
which seeks to close the loophole to hold websites accountable if they knowingly facilitate sex trafficking.  
 
Although the use of technology has spread sex trafficking into more diverse and accessible forms, we must 
remember that our actions can make a difference. Whether we are removing pornography from our lives, contacting 
elected officials or spreading messages of hope, we must transform our concerns into actions for a better world.  
 

https://stoptraffickingdemand.com/
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Let’s use the tools of the internet for good: to promote human dignity and foster human rights. Patrick A. Trueman 
is president and CEO of the National Center on Sexual Exploitation (www.endsexualexploitation.org). A member of 
Santa Maria Council 4654 in Vienna, VA., he served as chief of the U.S. Department of Justice Child Exploitation and 
Obscenity Section, Criminal Division, under Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush. 
 
Sex Trafficking - An Overview 
The Global Phenomenon of human trafficking is complex and can take various forms. It falls into two main 
categories: forced labor and sexual exploitation. According to a 2016 United Nations global report on human 
trafficking, most victims identified in the West are trafficked for sex. 
 
A 2017 report published by World Without Exploitation, a NYC-based organization devoted to ending sex trafficking, 
explains that because trafficking is illegal and clandestine, it is difficult to measure the scope of this scourge with 
statistical accuracy. Nevertheless, the report notes that research in the United States has revealed: 

• The victims of sex trafficking are usually women and children. The majority of traffickers are male, but a 
significant minority (15 to 32 percent) are female. 

• Large percentages of victims enter the sex trade before the age of 18. 

• There is a relationship between childhood sexual assault, homelessness and sex trade involvement. 

• Between December 2007 and December 2016, nearly 32,000 potential human trafficking cases were 
reported by the public to the National Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline: 888-373-7888. The vast 
majority involved trafficking for sexual exploitation. 

 
Catholics are encouraged to observe the International Day of Prayer and Awareness Against Human Trafficking, 
promoted by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, in Feb., on the feast day of St. Josephine Bakhita. To learn 
more about how to identify a potential victim and what you can do to help, visit www.usccb.org/stopslavery. 
 
Yours in Christ. 
 
Richard B. Marciniak, Chairman  Mark E. Padilla, Committee  Mike Manhardt, Consultant 
(818) 635-9146    (323) 742-2990   (310) 916-7533 
marciniakrb@gmail.com  markedpadilla@gmail.com mikemanhardt@gmail.com 
 
 

COLUMBIAN RETIREMENT HOME ADVOCACY 
 
This new California State program fits nicely into the Culture of Life Activities group since we as Catholics and members 
of the Knights of Columbus advocate for life from conception to natural death.  All humans deserve to maintain a good 
quality of life.  We have many programs to advocate for life in the earliest stages.  Unfortunately, we do not focus much 
attention on those at the end stage of life.  This program’s purpose is to focus on helping those struggling to survive at 
the end of life and give back the dignity and respect they so richly deserve.   
 
The Columbian Retirement Home, Inc. (CRH) operates the “Columbian Center” in Marysville and is dedicated to 
providing affordable housing and care for members or family of members, of the California State Council of the Knights 
of Columbus who have attained the age of 55 years.  With the sometimes-subsidized rental costs, maintaining this 
operation requires support from all brother knights.  As a state program, we encourage creative member activities and 
fundraisers in support of these struggling knights and their families.  With all our California State Knights, we can 
maintain this facility and open new facilities in other areas of the state to further support the right to life! 
 
James Hart, Chairman 
(661) 878-2183 
programs@californiaknights.org 

http://www.endsexualexploitation.org/
http://www.usccb.org/stopslavery
mailto:marciniakrb@gmail.com
mailto:markedpadilla@gmail.com
mailto:mikemanhardt@gmail.com
mailto:programs@californiaknights.org
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PROGRAM OF THE MONTH INITIATIVE 
 

 
The California State Council encourages all councils to give priority to the State’s program of the month. Work with 
your pastor to present the following featured programs to the parish at large. Incorporate a side Membership Delta 
Drive with the program for any that may be encouraged to join the Knights because of the program. 
 
JULY   SACRAMENTAL GIFTS (Chair: George A. Bagley: 707-372-4913; vacahockeyman@gmail.com) 

This program supports families during the most important events in the life of the domestic church: the sacraments. 
Knights of Columbus councils will play an integral role in these momentous faith events and the lives of families and 
the parish community through prayer and the presentation of symbolic gifts. 
 
AUGUST   HOLY HOUR (Chair: Steve J. Lovison: 714-943-1038; lovison@adorationservants.org) FEATURED 
PROGRAM 
This program will encourage a deep personal encounter with God. Knights of Columbus councils work with their 
pastors to organize a regular Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration. Prepared for the men of the parish, this Holy Hour 
could include a reflection, communal rosary, prayers for intercession by St. Joseph or Knights of Columbus founder, 
Blessed Michael McGivney, and various other aspects as decided by the council. 
 
SEPTEMBER   INTO THE BREACH (Chair: Anthony Ransick: 661-742-8261; aransick@gmail.com) FEATURED 
PROGRAM 
This program is designed to deepen our member’s spirituality and formation to combat crisis of religious faith in our 
world. Knights of Columbus councils will institute men’s study groups to read the apostolic exhortation Into the 
Breach. 
 
OCTOBER   FAMILY ROSARY (Chair: Jorge Ortiz: 661-414-6025; jorhey@msn.com) 
We can build faithful families and communities through rosary prayer. The Knights of Columbus Rosary Program 
encourages councils to promote devotion to the rosary in families and parishes by scheduling regular rosary prayer 
services. 
 
NOVEMBER   MASS FOR PEOPLE WITH SPECIAL NEEDS (Chair: Dennis J. LaFlam: 510-477-9433; 
djlaflam@sbcglobal.net) 
Welcome individuals or families who might not normally feel comfortable participating in a regularly scheduled 
Mass. Councils will sponsor a distinct Mass, conducted annually, for people with special needs. 
 
DECEMBER   CONSECRATION TO THE HOLY FAMILY (Chair: J.C. Greco: 916-769-6414; jcgreco@comcast.net) 
Help strengthen families and revitalize our parishes. Knights of Columbus councils will invite each family in their 
parish to consecrate themselves to the Holy Family and to devote themselves to the ideal model of familial love set 
by Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
 
JANUARY   NOVENA FOR LIFE (Co-Chair Dcn Bernard Liwanag; dcnbernard@holyspiritfremont.org and Dcn Arsenio 
Reyes; deacon@saintannecatholic.org) 
Lead your community in the spiritual fight to establish a culture of life in our nations. Knights and their families will 
come together in both public and private acts of prayer to promote the protection of life. 
 
 

mailto:vacahockeyman@gmail.com
mailto:lovison@adorationservants.org
mailto:jorhey@msn.com
mailto:djlaflam@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:deacon@saintannecatholic.org
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FEBRUARY   WIDOWS/WIDOWERS OUTREACH (Chair: Rene & Carla Trevino: 909-434-0460; 
state.secretary@californiaknights.org 
Show appreciation to the Widows of Brother Knights and Widower Brother Knights for their loss and timeless efforts 
to the Knights of Columbus.   
  
MARCH   SPIRITUAL REFLECTION (Chair: Ross Willour, PSD: 760-318-3622; rwill6462@aol.com) FEATURED 
PROGRAM 
With this program we create annual opportunities for prayer and reflection as a fraternity. Under the guidance of 
the council chaplain, Knights of Columbus councils can attend a retreat or day of reflection together or perhaps 
organize their own event for men of their parish. 
 
APRIL   GOOD FRIDAY FAMILY PROMOTION (Chair: William J. Uberti: 858-842-4000; cdrbilluscg@earthlink.net) 
Bring families into more robust practice and better understanding of the Catholic faith and the Easter services. To 
increase attendance and involvement, Knights of Columbus councils will conduct a promotional campaign to 
educate their parishes on the vital importance of Good Friday. 
 
MAY   MARIAN PRAYER - OUR LADY HELP OF PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS (Chair: Gerald R. Fong: 916-689-9418; 
jerryfong@comcast.net) 
Spread devotion to Our Lady and pray for our brothers and sisters in faith who are at risk around the world. 
 
JUNE   BUILDING THE DOMESTIC CHURCH KIOSK (Chair: Elbert D. Holmes Jr.: 530-751-2625; 
elbertholmes49@gmail.com) 
Help strengthen the domestic church (our families) by providing exceptional religious education materials to all 
Catholics. 
 
PROGRAM OF THE MONTH INITIATIVE ACTION STEPS 
 
1. Get permission from your pastor. 
2. Set a date for the event. 
3. Plan the schedule, events, and activities. 
4. Order through Supplies Online any needed kits/prayer cards/publications needed. 
5. Consider using a sample press release as a model to create and distribute a tailored release to local media. 
6. Build public interest for the event! Promote your program in your parish and larger community. 
7. Wear Knights of Columbus apparel. 
8. Have the council membership director set up a table with brochures and membership documents (including 

Prospect Cards #921A). Do not forget that this is a recruiting opportunity! 

mailto:state.secretary@californiaknights.org
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